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commences, the pennies anid hialfpence continued to be un-
conmfortably lheavy, and the king's ungainly effigy looked
uneasy on the cluns'y disc. The farthings probably were
about the size of our prescrit hialfp)cncc, but tradespeople
rcadily reccivcd thicmiii paymcnt, bccausc tic silvcr coin
wvas so scan(lalously dcteriorated that it wvas olten difflcult to
makce out %vhetiier you posscssed shillings and sixpcnces, or
mlerdly picces of li.iimmcircd tin.

Oncecxpedient to amieliorate the coinage %vas to stamp
sonie Sipatiisli Dollars, captured in a naval engagement, with
a miniature (lie of the soverei-in, and witli that addenda tbey
wcrc circulatcd as tokens irst at a value of 4s. 9d. cach, and
utltiia-tely at 5s. A second plan was to issuc silvcr tokens
at a valuti of i s. 6d. and 3s., but no attcmipt wvas madecto
substitute anything more satisfactory for the %vorn-out or
spurious shillings all( sixpences, whiciî had become a posi-
tive nuisance. To acld ta tlîc annoyance, during the long
wvar, sicarly ail the great towns, and niany of the chief mianu-
facturing firnis, coincd copper mioncy for thecmsclves. This,

itvas.illege(d. %vas only a mcdiunm for thc paymcnt of wvork-
nmen, and the rcstrictcd wvants of the township. But how res-
train it %vithin such narrow Iimiits ? Tic wvhole country «ras
quickly dclugcd wîth this unautlxorizcd coin, while Ircland,
cagcrly seizing the cxamplc set up lier copper ni int ; and fcw
tliings wvcrc marc troublcsomce than to distinguisi bctween
genuine and spurious copper mioncy. During the Regency,
and in the reign of George IV., the debascd coin gradually
disappcarcd, and sanie of the snew coins, especially a five-
shilling picce <nieyer much circulated>, wcre very beautiful.
Thc pence, halfpcnce,and farthings grew pcrccptibly ligliter,
but iii other respects wverc not improved. William IV. did
not alter the coinage to any great extent, and thc pieces
wvc naw occasionally hiandle-sovereigns and lialf-sovereigns
bcing tlîc nist common-certainly hiave no pretence ta
clegarce. 1icr prcsent Majesty has nearly cngrcssed the


