" DIOGENES.

CORRESPO\'DENCL.

A Momrc'll gentlcm'm has handed to ‘DIOGENES f'or pubh-
“cation.a letter that he recently received. from New York. - As
it'contains @ S'Itn.sf'u:tory e\phn'mon of what thé¢ Cynic could
“not-but deem ‘réprehiensible conduct ‘on the-part ‘of another
New: York corresponclcnt he has ' much pleasure in admitting
it to his columins. At thé’same time, he strongly objects to
being charged by Mr. Godsmark with a lack-of *the milk of
human kindness.” " In publishing the name and '1ddr(_ss of a
writer.who  had ‘sent: him "a’stolen’ ‘article, and ‘coolly asked
payment: for ity he simply followed" (as he stated ‘at the time)
the usual practice of the most ]rcspccmblc English ‘periodicals.
The best-read Editor’ in" the world ' cannot’ have read every
thing, and is. consr'mtly liable" to be'’ 1mposcd upon by needy
Bohemians. | The most. d&cmm way- to prz.vem the' frequem
occurrence of literary. fraud i is'to ‘pillory
“any thiel" the- moment - he - is . detécted,
It is not long’ since’ some, well-known.
wverses by Gérald Griffin were successfull)
t % palmed off " on the Gazette; a5 a genuine
-pocm of: poor McGee's: Smuhr impo-
“sitions” are “daily: perpetrated’ on: the
Press, . and the of'ﬁ.ndz.rs should be
" promptly punished. -
DioceNEs regrets that Mr C., (who, it
appears, fonm.rly resided - in \Iontre'll,)
has, felt mortified  at .the. publication of;’
“his name. - Nevertheless, Mr:: ‘C.- must
be' aware” that the disagreeable incident
would not: have,, ~happened, had 'he exer-.:
cised .duc’ caution” wnth ‘respect’ o thes
i veritable ‘antigue ” that he kmdlv
l'forwardt.d to’ DIOGENES :+

SlR,—I much rcgrct thn I xhould h1vc been
B Lhc unmtcnuoxnl cause’ of . mﬁxctmg ludicrous
'mom(’c'mon upon one of your corrcspondcnts, :
< through the ‘claborate article (published in“:your
number. for I‘cbru1ry'"6th,) on thc pr'xctu.c of -,
-8 'nbbm;, .
; Although . 1 do'not prexcnd to b:Lsc my. qunlm-‘
c:mons upon ke same 1c\';_l with 1hosc of tlu,
d:stmgmshcd Jluin' \I1<:Lcnuc, nor am: I
egotistic, c.noux,h to assert that I,can cqu11 any
o of his producuonﬁ, .su!l for m) 0\\'n," and: my
-:'frund:' “amusement, i1 h:w* written sev eral ! ;
v original .\ n.cxt'\uone, (nr) 1nd pocms H _"md .
_although' T have: rt.shu.d every’ -persuasion ‘to -
* publish’ :my of them, I have ot “demurred lest::

"compoqmon:, \\hxch are produccd for : public-

unprcssxon th:u hc ha.s am.mpted a‘'mons rous plccc of humbug n hpon
l)loou.’ ES, and. that ‘a- “few scratches: from:: .your. unquutxom.cl pcn may
t.r'x:,c hls name from the unenviable list of literary < Cribs.” ‘ .

“And now, thou mostinveterate hitér of ‘all shadows, 1 make my und:g-
nified exit’; but previous to -this, allow 'me 'to "express a hope'that you
may long rctam your literary “ C7i6, ” :md that all msxgmﬁcant contempo- *
raries may f:ul to darken a. crevxcc i’ your lmmorul Tub, -or, if:they
should by any questionable means’ ‘$ucceed in mlcrccptmg the rays of the
sun., of. your popularity, ‘may- ‘be constgned to ‘oblivion with the same:
sarcastic dtnuncnuon, ;md unnns“emb]c crudmon, th'lt “cr‘, d)spla)ed
in your article upon aspmng “ Cnbs ret '

l\cgrcmng that I cannot play a g1mc of s rn&(mge 1gamst you, :

your admlrcr, ‘ ‘
: N S\\xum. Cons“ARh. .

e

J‘Na;)sau street, H.L\’_c\-‘r“Yoj-k .\I :Lri:h,'. 1869,

1 fP]:Ts OF THE BALLET.

_ “The Lord: Chamberlain of ' E ugl'md
“has- protested in.the name of decency,
. against the abbreviated petticoats of the
’(Ian.mzm; at.the London ‘theatres.” A
~further protest. in ‘the. name of a¢ has
been entered by an American wnnoisscur,
in one of the best of the New York
_magazines, ‘He objects not so much to-
: ,the éxtent, as o the style of leg, that has
“been:; exhlbxted on the .stage during the.
Jlast few }ears. “He pretends-cunmnw
“dog l—that his judgment has been formed
“alnost ‘exclusively on the photographs’ of
".individual nymphs, or of groups.of popu-
lar ballet dancers. These he has care-
fully " compared with ‘photographs’. of
"those " sculptured - 'models of - female
be'um that ‘have been- bequeathed to
.the world by the genius " of 'ancient
.Greece. . The: rebult of .the: compamson
" assigns - the “golden applc. 10" -the.
-marble. aoddesses of antiquity. . Lydia:
lhompson may be considered’ Jaimere:
- parody-on. the Venus, and - Schneider, a
.vburlesquo of "Hebe .or - Diana.. The
writer; however, has 1pparently forvotten
-that the severe .and - constant’ practice
. absolutely necessary to attain perfection
incballe -d:mcmg, ch.velops, almost ' un-
‘naturally, the muscles - of the legs ; and’
“that if -the Venus de Medici had danced
as ‘persistently ‘as Taglioni, her ancles:
- would probably, have been thicker than

they ‘might lose by.comparison wnh the modern.
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cntcrnmmcm. -\ fc.“ \xcck> ago,:I'gavea few
‘\rccnmom, chu.ﬂy mv own, compo»mon Your ])r-:smm- FOR YE
corrc<pondt.m M ;1 ST, 5L Caldeér,”  was ‘

prc&cnt. and quucled T would  furnish’ him’
with copics;. which 1 did; *including that “of tht. “B'hhful \hn, :
“which he’! crronccudv'conccnvcd was 1150 ‘my own. - production, 'md
:“\ulhout my: cogmz:mcc submitted it to your comxdcr‘\tlon, intending if
‘aceepted and remunerated, to; xonv-\rd other *“articles ”" of the genuine
tat'\mp, for my sole benefit. Now tlna mjudlcmus actof kmdnc.ss on his
part, has called forth. your unq\nhf'cd declamation 1g'un t the pr‘u.ucc
of “cribbing ; 7 ‘and, although: )ustlf‘cd by the :\l)p'\rcnt intention of your.
corrc_xpondcnl, 1 consxdcr th1t the, pubhcauon of hi '1mc :md 1ddrcs~

at the foot of your. Dlogcncsuc ombnr:( of editorial mdlgmuon, evinces, I

‘at lc'\st, a lack of“ thc mll)\ of hum'm I\mdnc». MrClis n .Canadian,

l ;but I'\tcl)' rom Montrcal '\ hcrc h

1)0\11\10\':" COU\'CILI-_ CIIA\HKFRI-..

! q wcll '\nd zcncn)ly Lnown, and hadil i

they ‘are.  Under. these circumstances, -
‘the lamentations of this Yankee adorer
+of ancient art are uttcr_ed, to the winds,
and he must stx]l bc. content to gaze through his opera-glass |
atlegs as they are, and not as thev ought to > be. . The futility
‘of his objt.cnons may be'inferred, “from the final pan«mph of .
his’ lachrymose’ 1.mc]e. Jtis as follows i If ‘the exhibition:

T)ECORATIONE, GF YE'

‘of legs is ' to"continue "as one of the’ chief" attractions of: the
modcrn stage; it'would ‘be well to get a supply characterized ;
by c.ynum_tr),‘» grace, and*® de]lC"LC\, in’ place. of those :that;
natureior stufﬁnv lns' swe]lc_d tos uncouth 'md obnouous

Ty

.-pr0portlon S
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'on, hc dccxdc.dl) would ha.\' :u"ulcd ‘, 5

! 11\\'1)5 succcssfu]l

nd. was

“Because he, was: (rc,quentl\" curragaz’ in t/ze pun ']01)"




