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EVA HUNTINGDON.*

CHAPTER XL

Ay — ’
e dfmw the season was drawing to an end, and
Rerent members of the Huntingdon family,

o) L . . .
i Q'ely coinciding in each other's opinions or
g % agreed at least in looking forward to its

i Tith foelings of sincere regret. Lord Hun-
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for the dull monotony of the country,
. W his lady the idea was perfectly abhor-
D(; a';:nly ray of comfort it admitted, being the
i“dee she would see hier son there, unless
;o ifomc new whim would drive him back to
; qlml’nmedlatcly on their arrival, or what wag
L g c‘;"‘)}.)nble, send him on a six months’ tour
! oy o Otinent, Eva, too, who had found the
" uag; cment of her London life so wearisome
iy - inable, now anticipated its close with
"thﬁ:gd but gatisfaction, True, the walks at
Ui, ‘fb‘)“ Hall would be as pleasant, the sun-
U1gy,: 181t as when she had wept so bitterly
Arling‘;:g them, some months before ; but Mr.
i % Qo Would not be there to welcome her,
t Mg, T te would also be wanting,—a tie
; "pﬁbly &r:ntwined itself slowly, almost imper-
; the ly le‘;"d her heart, and whose existence
E E‘Xxght of ™ed from the bitter anguish the
ey l‘):.\ﬂmg brought with it. Rarely as
muﬁe&ﬁgag’gh.&m. with all his perseverance
' A v;g,]% le mgenuity, had contrived to baffie
hag obg  of Mrs. Wentworth, cach interview
M“&d, MNed with Tva, however brief and
; thagy hadded another link to the close and

® Was weaving round her affections.
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0 felt most reluctant to exchange the gaiety'
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Ever devoted, ardent, seeking her through diffi-
culties and discouragement, more than repaid for
every cffort by a word or smile, she saw not, felt
not her danger, and yiclded without even a passing
fecling of remorse, to the happiness she derived
from his devotion. Her feelings of satisfaction
then were wholly unalloyed, when informed one
morning by Mrs. Wentworth, that their stay in
town was to be protracted for three additional
weeks. The very evening of the day on which
Eva had received that welcome intimation, lady
Huntingdon was seated in her dressing-room,
under the hands of her maid. The costly robe on
the couch beside her, the jewels that glittered in
her hair, told she was preparing for some gay
scene, and yet the clouded, anxious expression of
her countenance, harmonized ill with her festal
attire.” - )

“ Will your ladyship wear pearls or flowers in
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your front hair1” enquired Willis, breaking in

upon her reverie,

“ Either,” was the indiffcrent reply. The girl, $.

thus left to her own discretion, decided in favor of -
the jewels, and whilst she turned away in search
of the casket, her mistress leaned her head upon
her hand, and murmured with a deep drawn sigh:
“Three weeks to-day since my fourth and last

letter left, and yet no reply. Still, why should I

feel 8o depressed, so anxious about him? How

- often has he permitted double that time to clapse

without noticing my communications by & single
line: Would that I could cast off this unnccountable
and anxious presentiment that bangs around
me! Perhaps I would not feel so uneasy, had he

@ Continued from page 226.
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