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part of Canada
A Lative, in th
Britaiu is tv all infonts and purposes gny
cencd under tepabtican institurions.  The
people of the old land govern to . greater
extent even than do vhase of the Uaited
States, the chicf magistrate of lreat
Britain heing a queen 2nd that of the
United States, a president,  The iastitn
tions of republican France are no freer
than, if cven they nre as liberal as, those
of the Mother (*atntry which leave s in
Canada to manare our awn athiirs, a Bri
tish viceroy, the Governor General being
the aomina! heasd of onr inscitntions ¢ his
funciions, however exeep: under some
what ramote prssibilities, heine of a pas
sive, ormnental ratiier than of an active
or restraining chasaeter. There isno need
to discuss or define the comparativels
smadl differences hetween the twosystems,
Under them, the Usnrted St s and Cane
ada have prospered as they could not have
doue ax colonies, though its only fuar to
state that, eacept for the tinaucial aud com
mereind erisis of thie last few months.
ceverything cousidered. the Australasian
colonies have not had so moch to com
plain of. Cuolanial Canada hemg nearer
the headquarters af the home government,
hadd possinly more 0 complain of in the
way of eflicialism than had the peoples in
the S athern Seas, and, but for the fact
that the Diritish flagz tlonted over her, the
respu et for which was so great among our
people. waontd g aga under mdependent
institations have dnfted into the Amerr
can wuion. the poece mide 1 American
taritt and other leesiation having heen too
hot for her.

Under the old reciproral trade anmnge-
ment, 1the Canmdit provinces  pros
pered fairdv wellp bt when that was
abrogated, we disearered to onr cost that
the ~o ~alled * Tree trade Systew, oF
rather that of a tardl for rovenue only,
10ld severely nmaast us, and, 1 couse
quetice, i INes, the peop'e endorsud the
fiseal policy wlieclt uow obtams aud is
known as “the National pelicy.  Une
object was to prevent our neighbors kidhings
out the few industral insulutions of
which we were passexsed and 1o establish
and foster sach as iight be decmed sant
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Iation, the latter, however, not to the
extent that might have been vapected,
fhe fact 1sthat wehave buanovershadowed
« » our neighbors, and, as for ourselves, the
bitterness of and the ditlerences between
pubitical parties have prevented unised
concentrated action in meeiing the situa
tion, while our neighbors, whose policy is
to udd to the eatent of their alicady un
wieldy domain, have striven 1o coerce us
into clamoning for them to take us in and
ke of us states or territories, whichever
may appear best to thew.  Their fiseal
pohiey hits, until lately, been one of proteéce-
tion, so stringent as to almost amount to
the prolivition of 1he products of other
countries, pasticulnrly those of Canada;
and m other ways their conduct has been
the reverse of what s comprised underthe
natural conaitions of oot neizhborhocd.

Under the Cleveland regime, there are
hopes of o change for the better, and of a
wiatlinggnes s on the part of the adminisira
tion to considur without prejudice the
1elat ons of the twocountries in all their
bearings. ‘There are some Americans who
endorse the policy of unfriendliness to
Canada 0., the score that she is ready. to
drop into the lap of the Republic, and all
that is pecessary to secure her as a e
lier of thie Union is to make those who are
oppesed to the depmiture feel that they
cannot pro=per so0 lonz as their neighbors
matfest il feeling and their power for

unschief  in the aTions  ways it
has su far been  possible for them
1o devise, but  they  should remem

ber the old maxim with which they
are familiar that ** e ¢pirit of a uation
never dieth” and that an unwitling mem-
b, of the Union 10 the North might, with
the discordant. and unreconstructible cle
ments at the South, ereateadifliculty that
unght once more lighy up the tlames of
retelhion and Lairdy revolutionize all the
aistitunions of that country,  Some day,
thers are those wWho think we might be
prisuaded 3 hut we can never be coerced.
Meantime, it is not for us to Lerate one
another fike fishwives, to scek to. force
one another into the adoption of any
special course of action or to act aa if the

Predpt in naome we are V substantiad progress has been made. Trade  have bean -degraded to the positi n of
thar Grear. | has materally inereased as ha<aiso popu

mere partizan isques, The Liberals of
Canada have almost invariably opposed
any particular advance because the Con-
cervatives favored it, and the same
may be said on the other side,
while in  the United States the
Democratic policy was denounced by
Republicans  because it had not its.
origin with them. The recent reciprocity
convention on the other side the line
would seem- to have done something in
the way of calmly and without parti-
»anship laying down the basis of more
amicable trade relations between the two
nations, which itis to be hoped will not
huve been ignored by the gentlemen who
are accustomed to orate on the fourth of
July, frequently upon threadbare plati-
tudes rather than upon practical issues.
Relations bLetween the two countrics are
already strained enough; let us hope that
the old sores will not have been g bed
too deeply this year, but rather that both
in Canada and the United States the cele-
Lration of their respective national fes-
tivitieg will have bLeen availed of to pour
oil upon the troubled waters and toapply &
salve to the wounds which the politicians
have made it their business to aggravate.
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It has been the duty of Tur Biatisie
Cortymirin COMMERLIAL Jounxal upon
many occasions, since the advent of the
present City Council from which so much
was expected, to raise its voice against the
sins of omission as well as of conniission
of which the people of Victoria have
alinost unanimously found them guilty.
Their aparhy, in someinstancesignorance,
and at the same time stupid obe
stinacy have caused the scewape system,
which has already cost 80 much, to occupy
the pesition of that xtately cdifice whose
story in told by the inscription, * This man
huilt a house and wax not able to fin-
ish it." We started on acomprelicnsive
sewerage system, with which the connec
tions have not bieen made, and as it were
we are leavieg it idle and useless, having
resolved to carry out a plan of surface
drains. We don’t wonder that there are
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