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g 05,01 MINISTERS SWITHOUT
- CHARGE,

pnfvibut

" mm»;n Alrarcan PRESHVTERIAN. N
prap Stiy~—In 1y formue loitor T on+|
sored to show thet it is no* “according
the comtitutionuf practico of DPresby-
ssnism” to drop from tho voll of Prosbe-
«the names of retived miniskers, and
sneo the remit on this subject by the last
bl i, in point of fact, incorrect. Al
1o ministers of tho word within the bounds
re, i constitution aud practico of most
ashytorian churches, regarded and ouvoll-
1 s members of Presbytery and Synod.
pow proposo to show that this romit is
seriptural and wnpresbytorian in poiat of
inciple:
 This appeava to mo to follow conclusively
o the natuve, funoctions, and perpetuity
ho offico of the Gospel Ministry. While
B i offico Lias beon given by their oxaltod
.4 to the universal Church and for their
B jiication, yet its oxistenco depends not on
B . will of tho peoplo or on the pastoral
B stion.  As Dr. Smyth says, in speaking
B¢ ministers in an article in tho Princeton
bpeview, “the people can neither give nor
B, Lo away thoir office, their eall, their com-
B sission, their authority, their power of
B \osing oud binding, theix gifts aad graces,
B (1cir status as reprosontatives, heralds and
smbassadors of Christ.””  Again, “naither
¥ Elists nor Deacons, nor people, nor all
§ combined, can, in the ordinary organized
condition of tho church, call or ordain to
B iho office of the Ministry. They may call
B, oo to becomo their ministor end labor
B ssthoir pastor among thom. Bub lie may be
and ofton is already o ministor in the office,
atd if ho is not, then other ministers must
ordain him and install him with iraposition
of their honds.  “Ministers,” eays Dr.
B Hodpe, “derivo their anthority from Chuist,
R aud not from the pecple.  Christ has not
only ordajned that thero shall be such offi-
osrs in the Church, he has not only apoci-
fied thoir duties and prorogatives, but he
givesthe roquisite qualifications, and calls
thoso thus qualified, and by that coll gives
{hem their offizial authority. Thoe functions
of tho Church in the premises is not to con-
N for the office, but to sit in judgment on the
N BB question whothor the candidate is called
aof Glod 3 ond, if satisfied on that point, to
express its judgment in tho public and
wlemn manner proseribed in Seripture.
That ministers do thus derive their au-
thority from Christ follows not merely
from the theocratical charactor of the
chareh, and tho relation which Christ, its
¥ Kiog, sustains to it, as tho sourco of all au-
therity and power, but
{) From the fact that it is expressly as-
i serted thut Christ gave somo apostles, some
prophets, some evangolists, somo pastors
and tcachers, for thoe edifying of the Saints
and for the work of the ministry. He, and
not tho people, constituted or appointed the
[ spostles, prophoets, pastors, and teachers,
' () Ministers are, therofore, called the
j servants, the messongors, the ambassadors
MR of Chirist.  They spoak in Christ’s namo,
Mand by His authority.  Thoy are sent by
Christ to tho church, to xeprove, rebuke,
and exbort with all long-suffering and doc-
B irine. They are indeod tho servants of the
church, 08 laboring in her service, and a8
subject to her authority—servants as op-
posed to lords—but not in the senso of de-
 diving their commission and powers from
§ tho Chureh.

{¢) Paut exhorts the Prosbyters of Ephe-
8u5, “To take heed to the flock over which
the Holy Gthost had mado them overseers.”
- T(f Archippus ho says, “Take heed to the

minisiry which thou hast received in the
B Lord.” Tt was then tho Holy Ghost that

[ 2rpointed these presbytors and xando them

FRR Ovorsoers.,

.

N (@) This is involved in tho whole doc-
S {rinn of the Church as the body of Clrist,
in which He dwells by His spirit, giving to

§ each member his gifts, qualifications, and
fanctions, dividing to everyono soverally

83 he wills; und by these gifts making ono

[ 22 apostle, another a prophot, and another

| & workor of miracles. Itis thus that the
apostle reconciles tho doctrine that minis-
dors derive their authority and power from
Christ, and not from the poople, with the
do?trino that Church powers vest ultumate-
lyin the Church 88 s, whole. He xefors to
 the analogy betweon tho tuman body and
B the stnrch as the body of Christ.  As in
i the huran Lody the soul rerides not in any
006 part to tho oxclusion of tho rost ; and
% lifo and power bolong to it as & whole,
hough- ono part is an eyo, another an ear,
pnd anothor & hand;so Ohrist, by his spirit,
Owells in the.Ohvreh, and all power be-
Pongs tothe Church, though the indwelling
Soiit gives to ench inember his funotion

o n\i@@f\'ﬂﬁ!’ﬂ\%dentﬁ.,‘ sppointed by the Chmeh than the eye by

«ud their office as ministers doos not depend

<

the hands and foct. Thisis the represonta- | b
tion that porvades the New Testament, and
negesqarily supposes that thoe rainistors o
thowChureh sre the : eevants of Christ, nelect-

Ghost.” 4

Doos itnot thon follow, from these views

are not the ropresentatives of the people,

dischargo tho duties of the ministry to the
full oxtent of his ability. Why then should
he not have his name envolied among the
other misters of the Presbylery and meot
with them and take part with them as he
may boe ablein thewr deliberations, *Every
ordained mnistor,” as Dr, Smyth soys, “1s,
ex-officio, n momber of Presbytery, which
congista of all the ministers and one ruling
older from evory congregation within a cex-
tain district.”

This same conclusion follows from the
funotions of tho office. Ministers, as such,
not as pastors meroly, are not only charged
with the preaching of the Word and the
administration of tho sacraments, but they
are rulers in the houso of God. They are
invested with the power of the kays, opon-
ing and shutting tho door of the church ;
and they ars clothed with all these powers
in v..tue of their office.  “If seunt,” says
Dr. Hodgo, “whero the Church doos not
already exist, they exorcise them in gather-
ing and founding churches. If they labor
in the midst of churches already established
thoy oxorciso these powors in concert with
othor Presbyteries and with represontatives
of the peoplo.  1tis important to notico
this distinotion. The functions above men-
tioned belong to the Ministerial oftico, and
thereforg to every minister. When alono
ho of necessity exercises his fanctions slone,
in gathoring and organizing churches ; but
when they aro gathered ho is associnted
with other ministors and with the represen-
tatives of the people, and, therefore, can
no longer act alone in matters of govern-
mont and discipline. "We seo this illustrat-
ed in the Apostolic ago. The Apostles, and
those ordained hy them, acted in virtuo of
their ministerial offico, singly in founding
churches, but afterwards always in connee-
tion with other ministers and elders. This
ig in point of fact the theory of the wholo
system of Presbyterionism.” This is farther
sllustrated by tho first Synod over held , for
it does not appear that allor any of the
Presbyters who were present at that coun-
o1l i Jerusalom were pastors of particular
congregations.  They mot there and took
part 1n tho deliborations by virtue of their
offico, and not as representatives of congro-
gations or as pastors of congrogations. Nor
does 1t appear that the Presbyters yrhom
Paul addressed at Miletus were in settled
charges; for the flock over which they waio
made overseers could not meana singlo
congregation 1n Ephesus, but included the
whole of thoso who professed faith in and
obedionco to Christ, of whom theio inust
bave been at that time o very large num-
bor. In India, if not n China also, there
existed, if they do not exst to this day,
whole Presbyteries without a single pastor.
Ought not the mmsters of the Word, pos-
sossed of all tho functions of the ministry,
to bo reckoned among other ministers who
may be related to particular congregations
as thoir stated field of labor? Why
ghould they not, and why should they not
bo allowed to exorcise some or all the fune-
tions of the mumstry as far as they aro sble,
in conjunction with the other and thexr co-
presbyters of the bounds.

Ther office, too, is a permnnont one.
They can bo doprived of it only on the
ground ocither of heresy or immorality.
Thewe resignation of a particular charge
does not affect their office They aro still
Ministors of the Gospel, Presbyters of the
Now Testament, as much so as those who
have pnrticuim‘ spheres of labor. And aro
thay mot still bound to conduct themsolves
s Ministors of Christ, and oxerciss their
gifts privately and publicly, as they may b.o
able and as thoy have oppertumty in their
Master's servico? And ought not ihe
Church to avail hersolf of such services as
they may be ablo to ronder ?  Avo they
not also as ministers still under tho juns-
diotion of the church couris? But if they
who have rotired from oharges, and from
the moro sctive dischargo of the duties of
their office, and othors who are not in
charges, yot laboring in the Gospel Ve
yard, aro subject to their brethren, ought
ot their brothren in the same Way and to
{ho same extont bo subject to thom ? And
this subordination and subjection to one

byturies within the bounds should be mem-

lar position in whei mey bu regarded na in

. h AOIID YEA /oY * ‘h,
od and appointed by ITim through the Holy :m respeets tho worlc of tho Chonel or

education, ought to have Wie narar refain.
of tho offico «of the ministry, that ministers ol on the roll of the Preshytery in which
lis xerides, how much more that winister
who 13 engaged directly and constantly in

Gospel and dispensing saoraments; and,
also, rotired servauts of Christ who are
still tho ministers of the Chureh uuder her
a8 his atated sphore of labor. e may still jurisdiction, as ministers, and still it wmay
be oxercising their gifts to some extent in
the grand work of the Church,

which cannot be fairly and impartinlly eo-
ried out,
coptions among thoso who are equal, as to
office, and among whom there rhouldboe no
cxcoptions as to ministerial status.

oy of tho Preshytery.
Besides, if' o munister filling sume particu-

coupying a nominal relation to somo par-
jculor work of the church, as theological

on their relation a3 pastor to any partioular tho great work of tho chureh, preaching the

congrogation 2  And if so, bis office ns a
mimstor of Christ is in no wise affected by
his being without a particular congregation

The rcmit i3 based on wrong principles,

And hence it provides for ox-

Al
that is requized is a simple and Seriptural
definition «f whora a Presbytery consists,
namely, the Presbyters of the bounds
and & ropresentative of each congregation
thorein. And then let there bu arule that
no minister retire from the ministry or
ongage in any other calling, or azcopt of
any other siuation without leave first ob-
tnined from the Supreme Court, and there
will not bo any necessity to fear the resulis
or to adopt a poor expediency, such as this
romit indicates, which mpy be twisted in
moro ways than ono and used with great
partiality. Let the Church sco that all her
ministers aro employed so far as they are
ablo in the Lord's vineyard, and that they
aro sustaived in the field. Tt hor send
them forth in the full status of ministers of
the Gospel,with all the rights and privileges
pertaining thercto, whother they aro call-
od to pariicular charges o1 not, to do the
work of ministers of the Gospel, and not
Ince herself up in a straight jacket, such as
that proposed by this remit, in which she
may strain horself to retain some in their
proper status, as the last General Assembly
scemed to do1n relation to more than one
osteomed minister ; and labourors will the
moro rondily and cheerfully enter the more
difficult ficlds, and tho land «will bo moro
quickly overtaken and evangelized.
This remit and proposed law, Mr. Editor,
is untrue 1n point of fact ; unsound in point
of prineiplo ; un-Presbyterian, a8 it ignores
some Presbytors within tle bounds of Pres-
byteres ; inconsistent with Ministerial pur-
ity ; and wul, mmy humble opinion, if
passod mto inw, open the door to great par-
tiahty snd uufairnoss, as it provides for ex-
ceptions among those of whom, so far as
mamsterial status is concerned, no  excep-
t10n should be made.  Whereforo, instead
of baing approved by any, it ought to be re-
jected by afl the Presbyteries.
Yours, &c., &.,

T.B. P.

April 26th, 1878.

THE END IS NOT YET.
Editor Branisn A R cay PRESDVTERIAN

Sir,—1 camo casually,the other day,vpon
a somewhat protentivus pamphlet, entitled
«The Comng Battle,” published somo
twolve years ago, but which has long ere
thns had its day and its destiny too, swherein
18 given a graphic outline of “the appalling
convulsions” that will precedo and usher
m the mllennial reign of the Messiah, as
well as pownting out the times and the
countrios in which theso events will tran-
spiro, according to the opinions of the Rev.
Measrs. Bickorsteth, Birks, Elliot, Cooper,
and many othors; with Drs. Curzming,
Keeth, Croly, Duffield, aad Seiss; and Bish
ops Horsley, Newton, and Lowth ; besides
Emghts, Lords and Dukes. In glancing
over 1ts pages I was not & hittlo amused as
well a8 amazed to find g0 much so confi-
dently, so minutely forotold by it that has
ot como to pass, and so much that has
come to pass which hasnot been by it fore-
told. And not only so, but many of theso
progrosticators have gratuitously given
thomselves, with solf-nssumed arrogance,
to school, ifnot toscold, tho world into
their opinions, and hesitate no’ to denounco
them for heing so slow fo beliove all that
such would-be prophets have written.

n gleaning from tho pamphlet I gather
that althongh the years 1867-8 aro clearly
pomtod out as tho boginning of tho xmllen-

ninm, tho oloansing of the sahe-
tuary, the end of the Jowish
ugoyem times”  chastisoment, and the

destruction of Anti-Christ ; yot the coming
of Christ in its first stago will most probably
bo sbout 1861-4, whilo in its second'stago
it will.possibly no} take placo till 1867-8.
At tho first appearanco of Chriat bis people
will bo romoved from the earth and hve

of the power of the air will be congquered

and cast down, and  there ava good reasons

for bolioving thut this will take place about

18¢4.  Hig second appemianco will be upon

Mount Olivet st the battle of Armageddon,

for the final avarthrow of all his carthly
enciaies. Al the wicked will not, however,
bo destroyed ; a fow will bo spared and con-
vertedand constitute the nucleus of the new
population that will speedily refill the en-
tivo globe; and as the goneral conflaara-
ton will not take place until the end of the
thousand yonrs, most of the warks of 1aan's
hands, such as buildings, manuafactones,
Yibrarics, railways, vessols, &o., will remain
for tho use of the mullennnl population,
who wll thus commence the now disponsa-
tion under eirenmstances ominently favor-
wblo to prosperity.

Having satisfactorily shown that Louis
Napoleon ig thoe infidel Anti-Chuiat, and the
Popd tho “heast,” the writer gaos on to say
that the extont to which Napoloon 18 likely
to carry lus conquests 18 worthy of caroful
ipquiry. Hois to make, says this compiler,
tho nearest approach to obtmning a umver-
sal cmpire that thoe world has ever yet wit-
aeased, for “power shall be given him over
oll kingdoms and tongues and nations.”
Upon tho breaking up of the American
Union by tho secession of the Southern
States, the diminished eoxports of cotton
will cause riots and insurrcotions in Bag-
land. In the midst of thess Napoleon
would find a good opportunity of invading
England ; yot, amid such attompts, which
will most surely be made, it plainly apposars
that England will presorve her powor and
independence, up &l least till 1864, if not to
1867, It is possible, too, that uuforescen
politieal complications may arise, such as
to bring acrossthe ocoan somoof Napoleon's
600,000 French soldiers, and give them n
foothold on American soil. When Napeleon,
through tho influenco and aid of the Papal
Beast, shall have gotten the throno of uni-
versal empire, and shall have marshalied
under his loading thoe confederato armies of
the world to tho battle of Avmageddon, mu-
tual jealousies will ariso and mutual slaugh-
tor will follow. TFire and brimstono will
bo rained down from heaven, while the
earth will engulph thousands, so that fow
of that mighty multitude will be Ieft to toll
the tale. Meanwhile Napoleon, the iufidel
Anti-Churist, aud t 10 Pope, the false prophet,
are cast alivo into the lake of fire. This
peculinr distinction is allottod to these two
confederates in imquity o thousand yonrs
sooner than to any other transgrossors, or
oven than to Satan himself, who, with the
rest of the wicked, would not be cast thero-
in uutil tho ond of the millenmum. As
Enoch and Elijah asconded in their bodies
many conturies beforo tho resurrection ot
tho righteous, so the Infidel and Papat
Anti-Christs will bo cast into the place of
torment in their bodies many centuries bo-
foro tho resurrection of the wicked. Tlus
will ¢ako place nbout the period 1867-8.

Without gathering any more of this un-
ripe fruit, which is neither pleasant to the
tastenor fitted for preserving, T would mere-
ly add that the writer, supported by an
array of somo thirty names of more or less
ermpent men in Burope and Ameriea, shows
how, from nine distinet biblical data,
caleulntions havo been madoe and conclu-
sions drawn which severally and conjointly
fix the poriod of the consummation of the
present dispensation at 1867-8. Inshort,
tho substanco of the whole scheme and its
19sues may be summed up as follows s

1. That the first stago in Christ's coming
to translate tho first igathering of His
church, the 144,000, tho first fruits, and to
remove it before tho great tribulation, will
be 2bout 1863-4.
9. That tho second stage in Christ’s com-
ing to translate the socond ingathering of
His church, the harvest, and thon to slay
the wicked at the battle of Armageddon,
will be about 1867-8.
8. That during all, or especially the latter
part of the soven yoars preceding 1868, an
unparalleled storm of Divinoe wrath is pre-
dicted to sweep over the wholo world, hur-
rying thousands suddonly to an untimely
grave, who for this reason should now (in
1861) bo spesially warnod of the impending
danger and admonished of the nocessity of
jmmediate preparaticn.
4. That those who rejest tho views pro-
pounded in this pamphlet “preach only holf
a Gospol and half o Christ. Th:y proach
just as mueh ag falls in with human arro-
gance, just as much as sorves the intorest
of man, without & proper regard for the
glory of Christ. Tt is very doubtfal if they

1868-4, These may bo compelled to pass
.the fires of tho great tribulation that they

which they have despised.”

shall have any part in tho first raptare of

rany learn to cstimate the value of that

Now what are we to infar, Mr. Editor,

eapecwsll> within {he past thirty years, trom
the deys of the Millerite doluston dvwn to
the voluminous propoundings of our own
Dy, Cuomings, such an avray of named
have gone forth to eertity thet such and so
Mo the predictions of God, whilv they have
proved themselves ta hw only the spoculas
tiows of man,  Are, then, the prophecics
untrita and thewe preductions untrustworthy ?
Nuy, verily.  Still such conclusions lve
beon coms o, not simply in regard to the
prophesies, but,in consequonee,to tho whole
word 'of God, many looking on it as n hook
that spenks just ns man bida it,orlike & mau-
gical instrimont pinying whatever tune the
performor may profer. Thetruo inforancs,
howover, is that while the prophecios are
truo, and their predictions trustworthy,
anoh interprotations aro simaply the reverse,
tenching oven tho wisest one of the hardest
yot. the most useful of all lossons, that mind
can be mastered, that intellect is nol om-
mipotent, and thot the groatest wisdom may
oftentimes be the knowing and acknowledg-
mg our own ignoranco ; besides, it for-
cibly illustrates tho fact that mon, either
wittingly or unwittingly, may aod do often.
times bring their own opinions to the Bible
in order to got for thom its sanction,instend
of drawing their opinions thurefrom, and
when we consider tho Qoom of the false
prophot in days of old, mon should be vory
cautious 1v courting such a condemnation.
Prophecy 18 evidently not intended fo en-
ablo men to predict ovents, elso it has ever
been » laating and lamentablo failure ; and
1t 13 very noteworthy that amid all the ac-
cusatons, oft and sovore, which our Lord
brought ngainst the tenchors of his times,
theso were not, in a single inetonce, if we
romembor aright, becsuse thyy did not
through prophecy foresoe and forotell future
ovents. But because they did not, and
would not, seo in the ovents tho fulfilment
of tho prophecy. Itis ever w commondable
canon of Seripturo interpretation to inter-
prot what is obscure by what is clear, 5o
that whon an interpretation of prophecy
opposes on tho one hand, or oxoeeds on the
other, the plain precoptive paris ol God's
word, wo may warrantably conoludo that i
is not God but man who speaks; for correct
intorprotations of the obscurities of God's
word nover change, but ever confirm its
more plainly rovealed principles; in short,
prophecy over presents its own, if notits
only nterproter, and that ic, its fulfilment
m tho pradicted ovont. In prophecy God
makes a rovelation so cloax that all can sco
1t to bo n prediction,yet so obscure as,on tho
ono hand, toprevent man proudly plauning
for the Almighty, or, on the other, to pre-
vont him presumpluously endeavoring to
frustrato God's design. Tho two-fold de-
sign of prophecy is to excito expeclation be-
fore the predicted ovent, and then to con-
firm tho truth of the prediction by a strik-
g and uumistakablo fulfilment. The
chuef use of prophecy then is not to foster
haman pride in predicting future events,
but after tho predicted eovents hove faken
place, thereby to assure men of the univor-
sal providence of God, and convince them
of that wisdom which forsees all future
ovents, and that power which brings them
to pass whon the appointed period arrivss.
As muracles wero proofs of revelation to
thoso before whom they were wrought, o
prophecies wevo proofs, not to those who
heard them deliverod, but o those who see
them fulfilled ; the former served this pur-
pose 1 the first ages of the church, and the
Intter 1o less clearly in tho last ages.
YWhenever, thereforo, tho all-secing God
has ooon disposed to lift, in some degree,
the voil which conceals futurity, ho hasonly
done it so far as to oxcito & general and-in-
deduite oxpectation of the event, by exhib-
iang its gonoral character and features, bu§
by no moans so disclosing such cireum-
stances of time, place, and instrumentality
as would interfero in the least degree with
tho free agency and moral vesponsibility of
man. Thus, Mr, Editor, while *the ond is
not yet,” all goes to show that the lesson
ovidently is yet, ‘It iz not for youto
know the times or tho seasons which the
Father hath put in hjs own power ;" show-
ing olearly that tho line of .nan’s duly is
notto belearnod either from the unfulfilled
purposes or prophecios of God.

D.

Glenmonrris.

Whon a man lives with God his voics
shall bo as swooti as the murmur of the brook
and tha rustle of the corn.—~Emerson.

Yot young man woar old gloves, hat and
ocoat till they oan honestly afford the new.
1t roquires uncommon conrago; bubit will
have good rosults, Men schoolod to such
deeds of heroism will rofuss to endorad bad
bills, will not voto fur soamyps, nor kneel in
the mud to scoundrals wlio -give Iaviehly-
that they have gained lawlessly, nor fake
wick. prido the haud of a villain, hewever-

with their Liord in tho air;wheirthe Princo

id office, Bo'that wivisters are no more

another in the Liord implies that olt Pros-

from the fact that, within the century, and

oxalted.—Dr. Jokn Hall.
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