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OUR DEAF AND DUMB POPULATION.

—
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P‘l'. w BY R MATHISON,

m?: Superintendent of the Ontario Institution for
nd £ the Deaf and Dumb, Bellecille,

:35 g In a former articlo I mentioned the fact
one cu JR of the extablishment of the Provincial Asy-
itest . B Jum for tho cducation of the deafand dumb,

at Belleville, A few words now may be of
juterest in regard to the moathods by which
teaching is jmparted to this unfortunate
class of our population,

‘The In<titution ~vas forinally opened for
the reorption ¢f pupils on the 20th October,
150, anl during tho €irst session there
wero one hundred inattendance, W, J.
Palmer, Al 3., was the first Principal,
azd L office until  September, 1879,
when he retired. At tho opening, four
daweswere formed, taught by J. B, Me.
tane, D. I Coleman, M., A., S. T. Greene,
B, A., and Mrs. Effie Terrill ; but before the
class of the terin, owing to increased num-
Lers, two other classes werofound necessary,
and Mr. J. 1. Watson and Miss A. Perty
wercplaced on theataf,  The number in
atiendance s increased year by year until
zow there aro 233 pupils, and up to Sept.
Sith, 1554, G661 chili =n had been enrolled,
Ttey came from  every county in the Pro-
viace, viz.:—Algoma Dist. 1, Brant 20,
Brace 20, Carlcton 20, Dufferin 1, Durkam
17, Elgin 14, Essex 14, Frontenac 10, Grey
29, Hildimand G, Halton 7, Hastings 20,
fluron 40, Kent 19, Lambton 19, Lanark 8,
Leods 11, Grenville 4, Lennox Gf Adding-
ton 2, Lincoln 6, Middlescx 37, Norfolk 15,
Nortbumberland 16, Prescott 4, Russell 7,
Ostatio 15, Oxford 12, Poel G, Perth 32,
Fewsborough 12, Prince Rdward 4, Ren-
frow 14, Simeoo 28, Stormont 9, Dundas 8,
lengarry 5, Victoria 5, Waterloo 20, Wel.
od 7, Wellington 98, Wentworth 23,
Fork 40, l'arsy Sound 1, Muskoka Dist. 7,
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diately. _Tte cazses of deafness were:—abeess 1, ac.

lent 1, affection of theears 2, burn 1, can.
ker 1, cencbro mealngitis 16, cholera
l,colds 31, comgenital 262. diphtheria 1,
drientery 1, fall 14, fever (bilious) 4, fever
(intermittant) 2, lever(scarlet)49, fever (mal-
acial) 1, fever (typhus) 3, fever (typhoid) G,
rer (undefined) 8, fits 18, gathericg in the
278 1, gathering in the head 4, inﬁunm
toa of the Lraiu 7, inlammation of the ears
P, ictamnation of thelungs 2, infammatien
f the pulmenary organs 2, inflammation of
¢ f1atal marrow 1, measles 17, inumps 4,
wralytic streke 1, rickets 1, scabe 1, scalds
P. 2l Beals 2, shocks 2, aickness uade-
503 19, spanal discase 39, swelling em the
ik ), tectiang 3, water on the oraln 8,
S0spang couzh G, worms 2, causes uade-
139 1 afl a total of GG1.
sl be zoen from the foregolng that of
e whelo namber 262 were bom deaf, the
euiaieg 399 having  1ast their hearing by
2r0as diseases or undefined causes. Abbe

343 ! deaf-mnteivm may be ascribed to
apatm-aphere, uncleantiness, scrofalous
21 zervene t-mperaments, marriages of
LIanzaniy, & fault in the construction of
" ar, o jasure to cold directly after
inth, draienncss in oncor other of the
piranis, In Germany the great proportion
rieal suntes de found among tho Istaelitos,
TR CALANCUINATS IMATTIAZES ATE  COm-.
a:»z‘ (Iw-' smaller - :xmberchmoﬁg the
an Cathedios, o Whom auch marniages
e forlnblen. Hereditary transmision is
% of such fraquent occurence as is gen.
i 2ppeted. Not onc of the ts of
* Ll #ent ta the institution are kmows to
~afand dumb, but a few of the grand.
ATl were mintes, »o that the affliction
‘:,\po! a pneration in theso cases, Mutes
-3¢ Baminl in the I'rovincs haveapeak.
Avhillnin eoery case.  There may be
Teulnare ot been hieand of, as sever-
My are reported in the United
42 where the children of deaf and dumb
Tals werealzo doaf and dumb, bat they
Maatethal nv theory of transmission
Alelnsolupon them, 1f there isome
313 mare than another that seems to con.
Mate to crgenital deafness it is tho war-

axtert and other writers aver that the |96
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matter to obtain reliable information on tbis
point, but where there are two, three, four
and five mutes in the family one half of the
mumber of parents acknowledge the relation-
ship of first ind second cousins before mar-
rhs. The relationships cxisting ara stated
10 be, ﬁu} cousing, 4G; sevond cousins, 12;
third cousins, 4; distantly rolated, 16; not re-
latod, 561; unknown, 21; in all,661. Oncfava-
ily contained 5 mutes, 3 farailics 4 €.n, 9
fu'mlua S onch, 529 familics 1 each, in all

. Tke religious denominationsrepresentad
include Presbyterians, Methodists, Roman
&m::lli;u" Church I?t &aghnd, I)Ilaptitts. Bi-

o ristians, Lutherans, cnnoni
Plymouth Brethren and others. The I'::t
byterians and Methodists being the most
aumerons,

The object of the Institution at Belleville
is to afford educational advantages to all
youth of the Province, wlio 2ro on account
of deafness unable to reccive inatruction in
the common schiools, and all deaf mutes be
tween the ages of seven and twenty, not be.
:gidcxacxnt in intellect, are cligiblo as pu-
™ The regular term of instruction is
seven Yeare, With a vacation of twelve weeks
during the summaer of cach year, If & year
or two more would be a benefit to a pupil
the privilege is usnally grantel.  To obtain
& {air general education, speaking children
usually attend ackool a longer term, and
cxperienco has showa that it requires years
to bring the deaf child up to the point
whete the hearing child ina.  Ia the
United States institutions the number of
?uu allowed arec six, eight, ten, twelrcand

onrteen, It is necomarily individual teach.
ing, and no teacher of the diaf and dambH

Pitel noar relations, It is ¢ Qditewlt
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class and do good faithful work;aless num.
Ler czn be taught with correaponding ad-
vantages; tholarger the class the alower the
pregress and tho amaller the class the faster
the progress. The subjects taught arc
writing, realing, composition, arithmetic,
geography, history and drawing. Language,
and the ability to cxpress it, is tho great
want of deaf mutes, and practical exercizes
in its usc occupy the greater part of the
achool hours.  Instruction in articulation
and lip-nadia%is given to thoss who can
Eroﬁt by them, bat the system relicd upon
the combiced onc—Manusl alphabet,
writing, signs and articulation—on which
nearly all American instructors arc agrecd,
and which has grown out of an expericnce
of GG years in the United States.  Dr. Poct,
Urincipal of the New York Inatitution, in
speaking of the combined systen, aays that
; * It recognizes the fact that all words are
mcero signs to the J\mfoundfy deaf, and are
! representative of ideas and not of sounds:
that itis the cye aud not the car through
which the mind is teached, and that the
langnage of geatures, which are the natural
pictorial cxpressions of the visions in which
the deafomute thinks, and to whith hie in.
variably resorts when compulsion is not l;:"'
upon him, isa valuable instrument in his
inatruction.  Italwo reongmizes the fact that
alphaletic lmguafc, of which, when he
comen to school, hie is entircly iznurant,
muat he acquired by him in onter that he
may read understandingly and write idio-
matically amd correctly. It also recognizes
the fact that the manual alphabet is the
cloarcst and least amhigrons instrument of
pervonal interconrse eonducted in tho lan.

can instrwct move than twer:'y pupils ina

fu which hearing cmploy, and
H moet cadly interchangeable with

writing. It also recognizeathofact that the
fleeting motions of tholips ave, for the pur-
poses of instruction, obscure and uncertain,
At the samo time it dofers to the pu dona-
ble desire on the part of parentaund friends
that the deaf children so dear to their
hearts should understand them when they
speak to them, and should greet their cars
in xo&)ly with spoken words.” It is often
asked, How is a deaf child taught when
ho is firat sent to school 2 In tho tirst placo
ho is taught how to form the letters of tho
alphabet with hia fi.gers and towrito them,
Then he is shown a number of objcets, tho
names of which embraco the wholo alphabet,
As hie writes the namo the object is put be-
foro him and he thus associates tho obhject
o with the uamo ever afterwards, e is
1 taught and told to “Touch the hat" and
asked ¢ What did you do?¥” to which he
will reply in writing, “I touched the hat.”
Other excrciscs fallow and in time he will
have learned the use of personal pronouns,
verbs, adjectives and other parts of speech,
acquire a natural system which teaches by
practice without rules of grammar ; be cn-
abled to attach words dircctly to ideas, and
to oxpress his ideas in writing and under.
stand simple language when written by
othere.  Some make more satisfuctory pro-

vess than others, and although the most

avored are bechind thorvughly educated
speaking persous, the wonder is that deaf
and dumb children can be taught andlearn
80 much,

While the mind is being trained
the fact that nearly all  the pu.
pils, after they leavo tho institution,
will be compelled to rcly upon their own re-
sources for a living isnot forgotten, and the
day is divided into hours of labor, study and
recreation, with a view of securing habits of
industry aud promoting health as well as
intellectual and moral devclopment., The
boys aroe taught shoemaking, carpentering,

arming and gardening ; the girls tailoring,
dresamaking, knitting, tho ure of sewing
machines, plain sewing by hand, fancy
work, and various liouschold dutics. The
industrial department is looked upon as a
very important part of the establishment.
Throughout the country ex-pugpils may be
found, self-swstaining niembers of thoe com.
munity, employed as artists, dccorators,
wood-carvers, printers, shocmakers, ma.
chinists, carpenters, farmers, bookbinders,
milmekers, Llacksmiths, carriagemakers,
moulders, spinners, tailoresscs, nilliners,
seamstresses, dressmakers, and domestic
scrvants. A few are carrying on business
for themselves and a comsilerable number
arc marricd, scttled in hq:{\y homes, blessed
with speaking children and a faic share of
the comforts of life. Somc arcentircly sclf.
supperting, otlicrs partially 5o, and a few
dependent upon the generosity of their
{ricods and relatives.

Every deaf child in the Irovince may
have the benetit of an education, if its par-
cats or fricnds arc willing to send it to the
Inatitution. Thercisrootn forallapplicants
at present, and, if anore accommodation is
neccssary to mect the wants of the fature, it
will bo provided. A leticrto the superin
tendent will scenve particulars of admission
and any desired information. If parents
{cel themaclves unable to Ray &0 3 year,
admittance may be had and board, tuition,
care, Looks, and medical attendance securcd
fres of charge.  Only cight or ten of the
2335 now prescnt pay anything, o that the
institution may be 2aid to he practically free.
Indigent orphans, in addition to above, are
clothed by the P'rovince. The expenditore
for maintcnance last year amounted to
$10,9585.68 ot §16S for cach pupil. The
Icgislative grants have always been suflic
cicnt for the neccasitics of the Institation,
Elicient inapection is a guarantee that care
of the pupils isall that canlicdairal. The
following arc the names of the otlicers and

chers

Caliinct Ministers in charge: Hon. AL 8.
Hardy, 'rovincial Secretary,

Inspector, R. Christic,

Superintendent, I Mathison,

Physician, J. I3 Muerpby, M.D.

Burear, A, Livingaten.

Matron, Mrs. M. Spaight.

Clerk and Storekeeper, 1. X, Cannill,

Teachers : =D, K. Celaman, M.\ 2 J. T,
Watsan, 1% Denys, X T, Greets, B\ 5 W,
H. Brown, J. I Ashiey, I, J. McKillop
Mes. Ethie Terrill, Miss & Tanpleton, Mise
M, M, Ostrom, Mias M, X Sawyer, Miss 3
Horking, Mise M. Bull.
Industrial Inapectors : - Misx 1, B, Yack.
ontaff, M. O'Donoghne, Wm, Murae, and,
Wm, Donglass, Supervitor,




