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lengthi here. Baucr's miodification consiste(l sinîply in
substitulting for the rabbit antishecep, sertuni in the
haSniolytic system, spoken of before, the normal seiîsitizers
for sheep's blood prescrit ini the lîuran serumn. This is
a vers' variable factor and cannot bc safeîy relied on.
Trhe modifications of H-echit, Sterin, Detre, and Tscheriîo-
gubow are ail open to serious objections and need not
be discussed anv further. The Noguchi nmethod, on the
other hand, is being largely used and is warmly advocated
by those wvho have useci it. F undanîentally it (lilters
froni tlue MTassermii2inn ethoi lin substituting for thxe
rabbit antisheep h.-umolytic systenu, a rabbit antihunan
systenu, thus obviating, any possible source of error due
to the presence of natural sensitizers for sheep's blood
iii hurnau serim. The originator of this niethod lias also
prepared the various factors enterhug into the reactiou
s0 that they may bc kept stable for long periods. It is
possible by this miethod to use exact amnounts of the
various substances.

The %vide fieldi of hisefolniess of the two inethods of
seruni diagnosis is constant1y increasing and at the
present tuie it is used in many clinics abroad not oly
for the diagnosis of syphilis priniarily but also as a guide
to wh'lun treatment might be .discontinued or wvhether it
should be restimed. It nîigh t be noted lin this connection
that under active mercurial treatnient a positive reaction
frequently is changed to a negative one, but again
becom-es positive if treatmexît is discontinued too soon.
The test lias also assumed sociological importance and it
is frequerxtly uised to dleterniine whether or not it is
advisable for an individual wvho lias had syphilis to niarry
or whether oxie Nwho lias had syphilis and is nîarried
could be advisedl in regardl to whiether or riot it would
be safe to hiave children. lIn a recent number of the
Mihtchener inediziniscze J-l clze)sciif t, Staathoff dilates
at considerable length on the wide and va-:ried usefulness,
of the Wassermîann reaction. He lias neyer obtained a
negatiw. resuit in active syphilis and in no case in wvhich


