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that puerperal sepsis wîll be found to, depend largely on previons
toxemia of pregnancy. In ail alleged cases of toxemia of pregnancy,
viien hepatitis or nephritis îs absent, and perhaps even when present,
the systenie blood, placenta, etc., should be tested for evidences of
gac baeillus infection.

INSTITUTIONAL MORTALITY 0F THE NEW BORN.
L. Emmnett, Hit and E. M. Babbitt, New York (Journal A. M. A.,

Jan. 23, 1915), have studied. the infant mort.ejity during the early
weeks of life. According to Holt's statistica, out of one hundred in-.
fan deaths oceurring during the first year, 33 occur in the üt inonth,
28in the firsttwo wee, and 22nthe flt week, and 13 on th rt
elay. While this number of cases la smail, they are of value on accunit
of aecurate statisties. The questions they hope to auswer were how the
geneal figures of the city cornpared with these aud what la the average
or normal mortality ln 10,000) infants. How mucli of thi moWty

ofte first two weeks eau be preveuted. by the proper uRe of obstetrica
and how much ia due to malformations and avoidable accidenta of birth t
Ten thousand consecutive confinementa lu the Sloane Hlospital for
Women were analyzed. They werc divided as follows: Abortions b...
fore the. twenty..eeventh week, 253; stillbirths, 429; boru alive, 9,318.
Ths 9,318 cases are anilyzed with care and detail, and tiie causes o!
dcath during the. firet two weeks sumuied up. In analyzing stillbirths,
tie period of gestation was estimated by the lengtii of tii. foetus. Tihe

pape msummiarized, as follows: "<The deatha ln the hospital during
the. firet fourteen days were 3 per cent. of the. living births. For half
tii nuzaber, prematurity was reaponsible. Forty-eight per cent. of
the. total deatin, aud 66 per cent. o! those due to, permaturity occurred
on the. tirst day. Congenital weakness and ateleetasis, together made up

58per cent. o! the. total deathe. The mortality from conditions inti-
Cltl connected with deivery-aceld.nts o! labor, liemorrhages, sepas
ad sphypia-together made up but 20 per cent. of the deaths o! the.

gie fourteen days. Malformations and cougenital diseasea other than'
oyphilis eased 4 per cent., and sypbill 4 Per cent. The. only import.
&t diseaae devèloping after birtii was pueumonia. Stillhiirths must b.
reknd as one of Uic large problemas lu infant mortality; tiiey are

oeada hall times as nmy as the deaths from ail causes during the.
i stwoweeks. Ejxcept for the. larger rôle played by syphilis, the. causes-

of gillirts i no way Mier front those which produce death during
th irst <lays of life. Wiien w. corne to, consider to wliat degree pre.

ventve easresmight influence the mortalîty of the first two weelm


