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deep dissection of the subelavian triangle, or an excision of the
sternum and first nib.

If it has been a great satisfaction to me to live tlirough the
wvonderful progress of medicine, it lias been a chagrin to sec
the graduai disappearance of the skilled anatomîst and the
brilliant dissector. But I have littie doubt that the pendulum
will again swing toward the old ideas, abandoniig some at least
of the new, and to the adiVaintage, I arn sure, of snirgery as a
technical art.

There is one theme upou which the surgeon is continually
harping, and upon whieh I now must say a -word of warning.
And I say it, not iu the aigcgressivc, know-it-all way, without
giving the other man the credit either of wisdom or experience,
but with the full consciousncss of my ovin imperfections in
diaguosis and in prognosis. This thenie is the imîportance of earty
and preciso prognosis. 1 arn liot unaware, of course, that
prognosis is always difficuit. Wha.t saithi the preacher? "A
Wise mani's heart dlisecernth both time and judgment. Because
to every purpose there is tirne and judgnîent. therefore the
misery of man is great upon in. For lie know'eth. not that
wvhich shail be: for whvlo cari -tell im w-len it shall be. " (Ecci.
viii., 5-7.)

The suffering of patients is great upori thcm, unless time anid
judgmerit (diiagnosis and: prognosis) are wisely disceri :d.

'Wh.at I have seen iri the developmcrit of abdnrninai, aud, for
that matter, cerebral surgery, lias been the opposition, first, of
the rnajority -and thien of the rninority to early suirgery in the
borcicrland case. A'nd I have beeri myseif oneC of the hesitating
majority. I well remiember the miles wvhich I laid down, defi-
niteiy and forcibly, and based upon a smaii experierice, as to the
selection of cases in appendicitis-this one for operation; that
onc for palliation. -And have 1 iearned wisdorn as to time anid
judgnient? A littie, I hope, but not -ail there is to iearn. As I
wr-ite these words, I fear evil tidings froni a patient with acute
apI)endicitis, in whose case operation. was deilay-ed by the physi-
ciaxi from Friday to Monday night, and by myseif over Moriday
-night to Tuesday noon. To bc sure, the patient had had man.y
attacks from which she had, recovered. Noue as severe as this,
however. She wvas 58 years of age, and stout-a bad subjeet
for operation, as -%'eil as a bad one for the disease unoperated


