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Referring more particu]arly to the iospitals for thie 2Meitally
I )iscasLed, the pYossibilities under a departrnentai head wvould be of
very maiterial advantage. A 1eriodic conference withi the minister,
iuither at the office of the former or ab one or other of the hospi-
tais, would, to a great extent, serve the purpose of a commission;
indeed, I arn of the opinion it would resuit ini far more practical
results than the American systemn of State commissioners, for this
IlrinciIJle of conference could be extended to, the officers wlio have
the control of the purchasing of supplies, etc. It wvould be more
within the bound of possibility, that some systein of medical ser-
vice eould be established, whereby only thoso, traineci in the
s5pecialty of nervous diseases would receive promotion, and a
yvungr man might justly expect when once ie, had launched out
iiîto this important. specialty, hie might some day hope to qualify
for the position of superintendent, and not be kcpt at the low
level of a first assistant. A grade, too, of trained nurses, would
be a possibilit'y throughout the service, and attention given to
thec study of a new departure in Pieventive Medicine, viz., the
býtudy and care of those neuroses wNhich, if neglected, end in a
conditio)n which lead to an incurable mental deramigement. And
lastly, soine arrangement could be made for the better study of
nervous and mental diseases, both clinically and pathologically,
for students as ivel1 as for those who desire to pursue t.he study
of nervous and m~ental diseases as a speeialty. Upon this minister
would devolve the oversiglit of the thousand or more estates of
the mentally incurable wvho are in the provincial hospitals, a.
miatter of considerable interest both to the province and the heirs
of those estates. A special legal officer should be attached to thA
department for this purpose, and the matter removed from. thé-~
hands of the Inspector, who has plenty to engage hîs attention in
the inspection of the asylums themselves.

The inspection of hospitals and charities is one upon wbicli de-
pends the expenditure of over a quarter of a million annually,
and with the gro-wth of the province and the increase Of hosp;Ïtal
accom1,modation, requires the most careful and painstaking over-
-si uglt-caractristics which mark the -%work 6f the preseuit in-
spector. But how much' greater would lie the i.mpetus given to his

wok if it were placed under a ininister whose time was given to
dealing witih sucli mautters, and where direct business supervision
w'oiild be directed to the dispensing of a eharity, and at the samne
timie the inspection of gaols wvas transferred f£rom. the deu)art-
Iment to, that,.of the, Attornev-General, to 'which it properly be-
longs ?

In respect to preventive medicive, tile advantages would be an
inimediate oversight by a Minister of the Crown of ail that apper-
tins to the spread of contigious diseases, and the installation
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