
SELECTIONS.

the hair and desquanation. Confirmatory experiments were
undertaken as follows: Seruni was secured froin a cured woman
who had suffered froin pellagrous disease, and also from a man
with an advanced pellagra cachexia. Two series of animails
were inoculated, the one with the plain extract, and the other
wili the toxic extract mixed with the pellagrous serum. The
first series of animails emaciated rapidly and died on the ninth,
seventeenth and twenty-ninth days, whilst the second series
survived to the thirty-second and sixtieth days, and the third
still lives (more than 3 months). As a control test mice and
rabbits were injected with (1) pure extract, (2) extract mixed
with normal blood serum, and (D) extract mixed with pellag-
rous blood serum. 'The first animails died within 12 hours from
n testinal hemorrhage ; the second died 15 to 17 hours later,
and the third survived the injection from 36 hours to 17 days.
The animals of the third series did not emnaciate, and seened
quite w'ell, whilst the others lost weight and becamne cachectie.
The vriter concludes that there is in the blood of pellagrous
patients a substance which possesses the property of paralyzing
the action of the extract of diseased maize. This substance
can he found in the bood of cured pellagra patients or those
convalescing fromn the disease. It possesses specific character-
istie properties against spoilt maize derived from pellagra-
prevalent regions. Other kinds of serum possess no property
of tlis character. These are the first studies to determine the
origin and specific character of pellagra. They give us the
experimental ground for vaccination r as well as for the
prevention and specific treatm ent of pellagra.-International
Rled ical il1agazin e.

Epilepsy and Adenoids.
Two cases of epilepsy in which marked amelioration followed

the reinoval of enlarged tonsils and adenoids were brought by
Mr. Lennox Browne before the last meeting of the British
Laryngological Association. While these cases are by no means
the first in his experience nor the first reported, Mr. Browne
thought it only fair to say that the experience of throat special-
ists of the benefit of remnoval of adenoids in this class of cases
vouid appear to ite more favorable than that of neurological

experts who, presumiably, did not attach so much importance to
their causal inflnence. The main point of interest, however, is
that wlNe large doses of bromide proved inert prior to reinoval
of the adenoids, the drug, albeit in very small doses, appeared
to be essential to complete subsidence of the peripheral irrita-
tion due to the glandular overcrowth. Dr. Dundas Grant con-
fìrimed the experience of his colleague by reference to the many
cases he had seen and treated siice his appointment at a special


