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and couriers sent out by Riel and Big Bear hiad the effeet if unset-
tling and exciting both lialf-breeds and Indians throughout the
Iengtli and breadth of the laiid, and that niost of the Indians, at
least, did prepare for wvar, but fev of themn actually took part in
hostile demonstrations : and sonie remained uni-istakably loyal
throughout. Let me quote instances of this loyalty. One of Big
Bear's emnissaries, who was a renegade froni Pakan's reserve, at
Whitefish, Lake, came back to his old home for the purpose of put-
ting the band in a, fair wvay to get their share of the plunder ; but
the Indians turned a cold shoulder on him, and alter- lie hadl fruit-
lessly cndeavored to get them to listen to hini, lhe announiced his
intention of getting his owvn share whether they chose to have
theirs or not. He saîd the Indians at Battieford, Fort Pitt aind
Saddle Lake were breakingri ito the stores of the traders and taki ng
ail the goods they wanted, and no%% that they hiad an opportunity
of doing- the samc thing, it would be a mistake never cnoughi to be
regrretted to let sucli a golden opportunity slip. The littie trading
'Store, belonging to the Hudson Bay Company, on the reserve, wvas
temiporarily closed ; the mnan who liad been in charge of it, a haîf-
breed named Peter Erasmus,, ý,a- absent assistingr in the defence of
the larger and more seriously thir2atcnied post at Lac la Biche. he
Indian declared his intention of breaking into this store and helpiîîg
himself. The others objectcd, on the -round thiat such an outrage
would bc blamed on the wvhole band, -,and they h-ad no wish taý
acquire a rcputation for housebreak-ing. The wvrangling wvent on
for sonie tinie in front of the store about wvhich they were dJisputing,
and w'iîen finally the rebcil approached the door ta break it ini,
another indian raised his gun, and from the distance of a few yards
killed himi instantly,-a most indefensible act, of course, but ne
that put a rcma,.rka-,bly sudden stop ta ;01 rebellious and plundering
talk: iii that tieighborhiood. The inurdcrcr ivas afraid, as of course
lie hiad re.ason ta bel that lie would bc citlier arrestcd b: the police
and tricd for murder, or that lie would bc waylaid b>' the avenger
of blood. The police, howev'er, liad other matters to attend to, and
a couple of ponies being handed over by his family ta that of the
rnurdered man, Ù~othing furtîxer n'as heard of the matter.

The other instance of Indian loya'.Ly is pleasanter ta conteni-
plate. On tixe rnorning wvhen thc Hudson Bay Conxpany's store at
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