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matchless power; speaking also by cxample, by his ‘“Diary,” and
“*Journal,” and “‘Letters,” recording in simple words his religious ex-
periences from day to day —his hopes and ears, his joys and trials, his
self-reproaches and longings after a higher life—speaking to our young
men in college and seminary and in the several professions, and to
those just entering wpon life’s work in the gospel ministry—speaking
indeed to the church at large, urging the claims of dying millions, and
the obligations of redeeming love.

Little did the solitary and often lonely and desponding missionary,
ruminating in his wigwam or log hut which his own hands had built
in the forest, slecping on his pallet of straw, or on the floor, or out
in the woods; living on poor and scanty food; often sick and suffering,
with ‘“none fo converse with but poor, rude, ignorant Indians; N
wrestling with God and with his own heart day and night, and wutmg
down in his journal an account of his inner lifeand daily work—Ilittle did
he dream that that life. whose surroundings were so unpromising, whose
seene of labor was so secluded, and whose errors and shortcomings cost
him so many regrets and bitter tears, would carry light and convietion
and stimulus all over Christendom and down the centuries. Bubso it
has proved.  Brainerd's Memoirs have been read and wept over for al-
most one hundred and fifty years by Christians of all lands and creeds
and conditions ; and they are as full of Christian life and power to-day
: as when Jonathan Edwards gave them to the pressin 1749, It is cer-
' tainly one of the most wonderful autobiographics extamt. No better

manual of Christian experience has ever been given to the werld, bat-
ing the vein of morbid melancholy which runs through it.  No loftier
example of Christiun heroism and consecration to the work and purpose
of Christianity has been held up since the apostolic age. Iis life has
been 2 potent force in the grand missionary movement of modern times.
Reading the life of Brainerd decided Henry Martyn to become a mis-
sionary and *¢ imitate his example.™  William Carey likewise received a
powerful inspiration from the same source. Jonathan Edwards, the
greatest theologian of his times, had never appeared in the réle of a
““missionary to the Stockbridge Indians™ had he not come into inti-
mate contact with the seraphic spirit of this missionary apostlo and
martyr—for such he truly was. Thousands and tens of thousands of
Christians in America and Europe, and all over the missionary world,
have had their picty deepened, their faith quickened, and their spirit
of conscecration fanned into a flame, by reading the wondrous record
of this man’s life and Christian experience, whose brief ministry was
spent among the Indians of the American willderness,

Let ns study carefully the brief life and analyze the remarkable
character of Brainerd, that we imay learn the seeret of his "rcat, poWwer
and abiding life in the churchs learn what thero was in his religious
character and experience which lifted him immeasurably above his age
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