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up. At one time, in distress for means to carry on his work, he and
his devoted wife covenanted to commit all to God anew in prayer ; and
the next morning’s mail brought eleven hundred rupees from an un-
known donor in Calcutta ; and to this day the source of that benefac-
tion is a secret.  The mission received cordial support from Sir Bartle
Frere, Governor of Bombay; Col. Phayre, Robert Arthington of Leeds,
and others. But it was sustained wholly by voluntary gifts. These
years of simple trust, leaning on God, were the happiest years of My.
Wilder’s lite, and became the basis for his subsequent and enthusiastic
advocacy of the voluntary principle in missions.

In this enterprise he waslargely aided by the English, because they
thoroughly respected him, and also by the natives themselves. Sir
Bartle Frere and other prominent Indo-Europeans have said th'ut Royal
G. Wilder did more for the present system of national education in
India than any other man. From 1861 to 1869 he was a constant con-
tributor to the Bombay Times and Gazette on that subject, and wrote
the editorials for the former paper relating to educational matters.
Hewas prominent in memorializing Parlinment and indueing the Indian
government to establish the present system of national education. The
money obtained from his contributions to the Indian pressaided, in no
smoll measare, in the support of the 1nission that he conducted for so

many years at Kolapoor.  *
At the date of suspension of schools by Dr. Anderson, Mr., Wilder’s

scholars numbered some 500 boys and 100 girls. e writes of this:
“Qur deepest conviction from all past experience assures us that the
loss of these schools involves the sacrifice of our most effective agency
for prosecuting our misgdonary labors. If our Deputation could ex-
change placesand labor with us for a twelvemontl, we cannot, for o
moment, doubt that they would advocats theso schools with all the
persistency and aunthority with which they now eppose them. Our
friends in India have manifested a very kind interest in these schools
from the first, and it may gratify them to know that their generous con-
tributions have wholly supported them. Nota farthing of their expense
has come from the home funds of the Board, since their origin.” Before
Mr. Wilder came home in 1857 the schools were ccopened.  While at
home the mission was abandoned.  His appeal, published at the time,
gives the reason for his returning as an independent missionary.
Upon reaching India he found that his beautiful chureh, the only one
amor:g 252 heathen temples, had been sold and turned into a Moham-
medan mosque.* e was remarkably helped in getting tho site for
his second church.  He closed the year 1863 —the second after his re-
turn as an independent missionary—with a native church of cight
cormmunicants and four baptized children.

In 1855 an intelligent man visited him from the Putwardhun States
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