The Raid of Rozbusgh.

gruelty. ¥t may well be supposed that his
punishments were not applied to check vice;
they were the mere result of o natural love
of witnessing pain, whether thot was ex-.
perienced in the victim of the arm of the
faw, or that of the private avenger of hisown
fancied wrongs.

Paxton had seen and admired Lucy
Pringle, as he passed ffom his house tothe
Council Chamber. He had no sooner felt
the power of her charms, than he set to work
to devise some mode of obtaining an inter-
view with the young womap. Though a
man of uoprincipled character, he had no
ohjections to a wife; and such was the
effert produced on him by the appearauce
of this arless girl, that he had sderious
thouzhts of marrying her, provided he as-
certained that, upon an interview, her con-
versation and manners accorded with her
gppearance, and that he succeeded in gain-
ing her aflections.  Stuch, howgver, was the
tad charatter of the man, that, even when
teintended good, nobody would believe that
hewagbent on anything but evil; and, as
e intended, in thisinstance, first to gain her
wfféctions, and then to declare his honourable
purpose, he found an obstacle in his own
character, which was productive of such
offects as o bad reputation generally is found

“tobe. He first resorted o his power of'ex-
termnal charming, by decking himself out with
hismost showy apparel, exhibiting some of
those gems which he had purchased when
sbroad, and filling the air through which
he ocnveyg‘d his precious body, with sweet
effuvia of costly perfumes. To these fimsy
altyibutes of wealth and fantastic conceit,

he eudeavoured as he passed the house of

the unconscious widow, to attract the atten-
on of her daughter; but he had yet to
learn that & woman might be found out of
Paris who could distinguish between ex-
ternal orpaments and internal worth-~the
things which adorn the human bedy, and
the qualities that sanctify and elevate the
human heart—the fabries of man, and the
work of -the &lmighty. All his efforts only
-tended to make the innocent girl avert from
him her eyes. What he fancied wou'd
produce admiration and love, only excited
disapprobation. Moo amiable to nourish
‘weas of indignation at what she conceived to
% impudence, she contented herself with
awarding to a man who could net «ppreciate

195

her g2ntieness the simple boon of pity. Her
1mperturbable eases and apparent un-
consciousness of béing even an objéet of his
attention, stung him with greater pain thau
could have been the effect of the strongest
exprcesxbna of disgust and anger ; and so,
indeed, it ever is, that he who cad bear ré-
proach is seldsm proof against the keener
weapons ol neglect.

Finding every endeavour to attract the at-
tention of the young gir! unavailing, Paxton
one day, while loitering about the neighbour-
hood to catch an opportunity of at least feast-
ing his eyes on her person, observed that the
house in which the cld widow lived was
ticketed forsale. A thought strack him, that
he might purchase the dwelling, and trustto
the connection which would thereby be pro-
duced between landlord and tenant for the
means of an introduction to the object of his
aflections, if not of the acquisitsonof a power
over the fortunes of the unprotected inmates
which he could tarn tv an advantageous ac~
count. ‘The boldness of the man sev at
definnce the common difficultiesand cbstruc-
tions that stood in the way of the accomplish-
ment of his objects. Having inquired who
the landlord of the dwelling was, he waited
upon him, swruck an unmediate bargain,
and purchased the house, with the condition
of having a right to the rent for the cur-
rept half-year, which was abount expiring.~~
The reason why the seller disposed of the
dwelling was, that he could not get pay~
ment of his rent from the poor widow ; and
his sympathy for her and Lucy prevented

-him from torning them out. The motive

of the purchaser, again, was in truth the
object of the seller. The poorer the tenant,
the worse for the one, the better for the
other. It is seldom. indeed, that the views
of contracting pavties are =0 nicely fitted;
yet how different were the aims of the twa
individuals?

Laucy’s kiud friend and lover George Bel-
ford, was the first person who heard of the
sale of her mother’s house; and keowing
the character of Paxton, as weil as hig
endeavours to get introduced to his interest-
ing campanion, and altogether ignovant of
his real intentions, he hurried to her resi-
depce to communicate the disagreeable in-
telhirence, with such consoling and eheering
ohservations as hissimple heart enabled him
{o make. Whm} the unwelome intelligence



