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Advorate.

Canada  omperance

Licenses.

The present liceuse law gives universal dissatisfaction, except
to the lovers and venders of grog, and those whose pecuniary inte-
restaare connected with tho traflie, s dircet tendeney isto inercase
the number of low taverns wdcefinitely, both in town and country.
We have always maintained that the power of determinmy what
number of taverns shall be opened, should be left wholly in the
hands of the people, through their representatives in municipal
and city corporations, and we see no reason fo resile from this
position, if it could be faithfully carricd out.  But we have
lost all hope of ever sceing sueh a law carricd out ; we have Jost
all confidence in the present adininistrators of any license law
that could be framed,  Father Chinigais Act would have sup-
pressed unlicensed groggeries effectually, and gradually restricted
the whaole trade, whether licensed ar unlicensed, but it was never
honestly put in force.  Perhaps the anthorities saw what it would
certainly lead to; and this was the reason why violations of the
law were winked at, and suftered to inercase Gl the law itselfl
was brought into discredit ; and under the prejudice of that un.
just odium, it was dexterously set aside, and a much worse act
substituted in its place.  According to this faw, the people have
nominally the power of granting ov refusing licenses; for a eer.
tain number of signatures of frecholders is necessary to obtain a
certificate ; but when the keeper of a tavern cannot obtain thesc,
in the locality where he resides, itis only nceessary for him to
makc application, at the office of the Inspeetors of the Revenue,
for a grocer’s license, which can be obtained independently of the
people, and then practise his old trade under a different name.
Morcover, a most reprehiensible inducement is held out to the
Revenne Inspeetors to grant all these applications, in the shape
of a_fec of 7s 6d, which they obtain for every license, besides 10
per cent. of the amount of monies which pase through theiv
hands,  We hope the gentlemen oceupying this responsible office
will generally be found superior to this temptation, but we main.
tain that it is a most ohjectionable clanse in the Act to place it,

-temptation, before them.

Looking at the manner in which Father Chinigui’s Act has
been burked ; loaking at the spirit of the present Acet, and the
manuer in which it is administered ; and shoveall, the portentous
fact that the Government is building a Court House in this City
out of the rovenue avising from tavern licenses, we feel Jess and
less disposced fo depend upon a license law s a remedy for intem-
perance, and we feel onrsclves cwrried irresistibly towards the
principle of the Maine Lignor Law, as the right way to deal with
the evil,

We respectfully, but earnestly solizit the atlention of the Tem.
perance canunity throughont Canada to this all tmportant
subjeet; we think the time has arrived for assuming fome com-
mon ground of action. It gives us unfeigned pleasure (o know
that Dr. Jewett is about to visit this city, from whom, as one of
the earhiest advecates of the Maine Law, we expeet the wmost
In
counexion with his visit, and with this whole question, we res-
pectfully throw out the following suggestions to all the Tem-
perance organisations in the Provinee.

First, Might not some of the Saeicties in Upper Canada make
arrangements (o have a vizit from Dy, Jewett.

reliable information both respecting its nature and working.

CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

Second. s it
cial convention,
prineiple of the

not advisable to take steps for holdimg a Provin-
as soon as practicable, to consider whether the
Maine Law can be adopted in Canada,

We invite the various ‘Temperance Socicties in the Province,
Divisions of the Sons, Tents of Rechab, Knighty, &e. &e. to take
up this question at their respeetive nectings, and send us the
resnlt of their debiberations, which we shall be happy to publish,

The Maine Law, not in Canada.
PERSECUTION OFF MR, DUCLOR,

We presume all our readers are aware of the faet ivtmated in
the above designation to this article, but they will hardly be pre-
pared to eredit the facts we are compelled tolay hefore the publie.
And when we have stated the case, we are of opinion that while
all will painfully feel the absence of a law similar to the one now
existing in Maine, there will arice a strong convietion that
nothing less than that Taw will be of any avail for the peoplo of
Canvirda, i we are to be rid of the cursed traflic in etrong drink,
and il we desire the proteetion of the honest man who cschews
the traflic, and keeps a hotel on temperance principles.

[tis well known that in May last, Mr. Franeis Duclos opened
the Eagle Hotel in Montreal as a temperanee house, and of the
thousands who have had oceasion (o visit that house since, there
is not one who even suspected him of seeretly selling intosicating
liquor.  Iven when Mr. Duclos sold strong drink, he was known
to keep the quictest house in town, and never tolerated inany
way, those practices which, though illegal, were connived at by
the administrators of the law, when in multitudes of cases they
well knew the law was violated.
cember last, Mr. Francis Duclos was summoned before the Court
of Special Sessions, to answer to a charge of violating the revenuo -
laws, by selling strong drink without a license.  [le was prose-
cuted by the Inspector of Eeenses, on the testimony of an indivi-
dual named Murphy, who deposed that on the 23rd of Decem-
ber he went to Mr. Duelos Temperance Hotel—called for and got -
a glass of strong drink, for which he paid three pence.  On being
cross-examined, he said he asked for some thing to drink—for
nothing in particular—~asked for lemon syrup, there was a bottle
set on the counter and he helped himsell—believed from the ef-
feets there was strong drink in it

1Ie did not say how much .
liquor he had drank before he went to Duelos.  The counsel for
the defence contended that from the contradictory deposition 0{1‘
Murphy the ease ought to be dismissed, So every body prcs(‘nt
thonght except the sitting magistrate, and he refused to dismiss
the ease.  Mr. Duclos was then compelled to defend the suit
The person of whom the lemon-syrup was bought, swore to il8
purity.  Several respeetable witnésses, hoarders and citizens, de- !
posed that no strony drink cou!d be had at Duclos since last May-
Arain the magistrate is urged to dismiss the casc—again h¢:
refuses—and now he defendant is compelled to send for his som
who had charge of the bar. e arrives in Court, and on oath
declares that there was not adrop of spirits in the bottle from
which Murphy dravk, and that the lemon-syrup was as pure A
when it left New York., 'The case was then dismissed,  We shal
nat venture to characterize these proceedings of the Inspector and,
the magistrate, the one fur entertaining, and the other for firet
inst';lnting such a groundless and vexacious pmsccu!inn. Iu mllsl
be very evident, however, that they sct a very high value upon th®
testionony of this one witness, when it took six respectable and |

“eredible witnesses to set it aside.

We binve known Mr. Duelos for many years, and ho has alway?
enjoyed a high reputation for honesty and uprightness, and we art ‘

—

And vet on the 30th of De- "



