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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

A communication fram J, B.Crow, Pelham, bas boen reccived,
and will appear in our next,

———— e s
Tanada Tempevance Zdvocate.

MONTREAL, JUNE 1, 1850.

AWFUL DEATIL

Ono of those tragic cvents has again occurrd amongst us,
which furnish a better commentary on the vice of intomperance,
and tho tendency of the License taw, than the most cluquent pen
could indite. We allude to the death of tho lato Mr. Alex. Nim.
mo. His sudden demiso has been mentioned 1n, the newspapers
of tho city, but the account which has been given of it, has been
such as to lcave the public in ignnranco of its real nature and
causes,  We deem it necessary for the intercsts of marality, and
from a desiro to impress the warang which Providenco scems to
be uttering in the circumstances, to give a correct version; and
a¥ our information is derived from one who has the best means of
knowing the tryth, the following account may be relied on.

About lwenty years ago, the late Mr. A. Nimmo held a place
among the meat respectable merchants in this city. o was, for
somo years, confidential cletk of the late A. L. Macnider, and
subsequently opencd a Dry Goods Store in St. Pau)-atreet, which,
along with Watkine' in its immuediate neighbothood, was one of
the niost clegant, and best frequented in the city.  He had such
a ran of business there, that he might svon have retired with an
ample fortune; but he gradually gave way to habits of intempe.
rance; 8s a conscquenco, his bueiness was neglected, his wealth
was wacted, and the wholc was soon in tho hands of his creditors.
After this he fell very low; he struggled on for mary ycars, carn
ing a precarious subeisienco without any regular cployment, but
giving himself up more and more to the giant power of mtempes
rance.  Latterly he was employed by our informant as a witness
fur the proseeution, in giving evidence against persons accuscd of
selling spirituous liquors without heenso,  Hia busincs, a8 sueh,
was (0 go to all taverns, against the kecpers of which proceed.
ings were about (o be invtituted, and procure, at least, a glass of
liquor, and pay for it; (for co this abominableJaw requires ;) a very
dangcious employnient, it will be adwitted, for a person of his
habite.  About a forinight ago, our informant sent him to three
suepected taverns to obtain cvidence; two of them in the Quebec
Subuth, and the other, at a short distance from the city, e
fulfilled this satisfactonly ; tho evidenco was obtained ; and the
cascs were to be tried before tho Court, on Wednesduy, the 22nd
inet.  But vne of the tavern.keepers in question, having ascer.
tained that Nimmo was the only witness against hun, seut a pot-
son to him on tho evening of Tuesday, the 21s1, to his place of
residence, 1 St. Urbain.strect, te endeavor to persuade him notto
give evidende.  This individual was of similar habits with Nim
mo himself.  Our informant statés'that, in the hearing of his wife,
lie offercd him four dollurs if ho would not appear against him;
two dollars to be paid before, and other tivo after the prosccution.
He then took N, witle him, as if to tecaive the first mstalinent
from one of the accused parties in Qucbee Suburb; but he
‘werit-previovaly to another hause in the samo neighborhood,
where he gave N, a Aalf piat of what 13 called one.to-one, n the
slang language of bar-wasters, Ho then brought him to easid
tavern in n state of completc intoxication, but nstead of giving
lim two~dollars, the tavern-keepes gave him other two. glasses

the Iifa of the witness o the groatest jeopardy. For when an in-

of hiquor, and then put hin into a back room for tho night.  Next
morning he was found dead ! .

On Woednesday morning, when the Coutt was about to assem.
ble, inquiry wos mado for Nimmo, but o was no where to be
found,  Our informant went to his houso, and mudo inquiry
there.  Mrs. N. informed him that the person abovs slluded to,
had token him away tho preceding cvemng, and that he had
uever returned.  Imuncdistely suspecting that lus witnees had
been tampered with, and that the prosccutions must necessarily
full to the ground, he returned to the Court-flouss, whero ho
found it whispered about that Nimmo waslying deadin Se—-'a
tavern, w Quebee Subuth e immediately deepatchied a pere
*un to make inquiry, who soon returncd with tho mformation,
that he was lying dead on the flour, 1 S———"'s back room.
The prosccutiuis were, of course, necessanly withdrawn, and the
anlicensed venders of strong drink oscaped, for the witness was
effectually removed ont of the way .

‘This, we believe, to be an unvarmshed statement of tho facts,
vut of which the Curoucr’s jury brought a verdict of ** Death by.
Apoplexy,¥—a scntence which mukes us feel the deepest segrot,
that an institution of law, which is designed to exposo crime, and
briug it to punishment, should be g0 casily pervested mto a means
of concealing u,

But without dwolling upon this, wo ask, what is to bo thought
of the tavern-keeper and his accompliec?  In whatever hghu
their conduct may be viewed by the law of tho lund, and of this’
we presume not to judge, yot, according lo the law of God, which
18 epiritual and holy, will not the blood of posr Nimmo be
found upon their skirts?  What is to be sad of the com.
panions of Nimmo, who, m the days of his prosperily, reccived
himn at their tables, treaced im to therr * chorcest wines and bran.
dics,” and cheered him on in the course of intemperance which ho
had just begun? It they had given han a fnendly cavtion i
tme, perhaps fie nught have been saved.  What is to bo said of
s minister or.rehgious adwviser, if ho had any-?  Did he fuifil
his holy vocation, to give tho wicked warming ?  When a "Pempe.
perance Sociely was formed in this city, did he advisc him to join
it, or did ho prevent him, cither by example or precept, from em-
bracing the refuge which it presents to him?  Or what shall be
said of the law, which requires that beforo a person can give evi.
denco against unliccused retailers, hie sust personally procure
liquor, and pay for it, in their dens of iniquity 7 T'his is to give
tho unlicenscd vendcr the best possiblo chance of escaping, by
confining the evidence against lum to such persons, for the most
patt, 88 can be casily tampered with, and not only su, but to éxposo

dividual, with such habits 8s Nimmo's, ia theteby placed in cir.
cumstances i whicl: the ofter of getting as much whisky as he
can dnink, 18 likely to be made 1o Inm, as a bribo to supprees his
testimuny, 1t is scarcoly possible for hun to resist it ; though, with
his habits, the swallowing of so much alceholic liquor, i almogt
tantamount to the taking of so much poson.  As it now stands,
the faw displays a criminal partishty towards the unlicensed ven.
der, und an whuman distegard to the niorals, aud even the hfe, of
the witness, by exposing hun unnccessanily to the most penlous
temptations,  Fellow citizens, is this law still to continue?  Are
more victims to be sacrificed 7 Are more of our houorable.snce-
chants to be dragged down from therr places like Nimmo, and left
to breathe their last sigh, unheeded and uncared for, on the fluer
of a grog-shop? Na! Your rehgion, your humanny say No!—
Tho system mustbe put astopto! “Then petition, pettion, the
Legislature for the ajteration of the License Law ! . .
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