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lifo rnay assume the complete atr
of aur feelings, and hur usonward,
with an impetuosity like hie own, from
field to field of blood-stained renowzî;
but tho simple narrative of the toile of
some devated though secluded minieter,
like Charles of Bals, wiIi, if aur soule
are disposed aright, teach us mare, and
that more pleasantly,-wilI fall upon
Our hearts, like raim upon the mown
grass. If, indeed, aur element je agi-
tation and Storm, and we prefer the
uncontrolled rush of feeling tu ile mild
and chaetened flaw, we shall dwell on
the recitals of remarliablo and stirring
deede; if a literaix, curioeity je aur
prevalent impulse, we shall find aur
chief delight ini reading of thoee whose
names have been enrolled amongr the
aristocracy of genius; but, if we would
have aur bearts made better,-while we
refuse flot their due place ta these oth-
er sources of enjayment, we shial repair
more frequently, and with a deeper sat-
isfaction,to the calm and sootbing pages,
wvhich disclose the secrets of a life hid
with Christ in God.

Barni of piaus parent,-at Long-
ridge, in the parish of Stonehouse, in
1780,-Dr. Hamilton wvas early destin-
cd by thema for the ministry, and canee-
crated, we doubt flot, by many a pray-
cr. The few thinge that are rccorded
of hie carly years ;ive presage of that
ardour cf mmnd, which afterwards con-
stituted en important an element af hie
usefuines. In the emblematic action
of the boy, wvho,--when bis nionthly
pilgrimago ta the quartera of the Edin-
burgh carrierfor the Evangelical Maga-
zine, was performed on sa rainy a day,
that he cauld not read it an hie retura,
-placed the treasure beneath hie gar-
mente, that it might be nearcat hie
hcart,-we diecern the early promise of
that zeal for God'e house wvhicit after-
wards cousumed him.

Intending, fremn his first entrance on
an academic life, ta devoto himself ta
tho ministry, the subject of this notice
transfcrrcd inte energetie action the
remark cf Jcrcmy Taylor, that ' an ig-
norant minister is an head without an
eycjand an evii minieter le SaIt that bath
no savour.' Hoe was enthusiastic ini
the pursuit of everybranch of learning;
and, wvhen ho had only reachcd the age
of eightccn, ho conxmenced a diary, and
began ta exercise himsef in the regu-
Jar scrutîny and diligent kccping of his
own heart.

' The country parson,' it was said
long aga by Herbert, dis fuIl cf al
knowledge. They eay, it le an ill ma-
son that refueeth any stand; and there
le ne knowledgc, but, ini a skilful baitd,
Serves eitbcr positivcly as it ie, or ecs
te illustratc samne ather knowledge.'
Tbroughout hie life, Dr. Hamilton act-
cd the part cf anc whe knew thie truth,
and felt it. Not satisflcd with the min-
imum cf learning which cauld bear hua
safely through hie examinations, he
walked nearly the entire circle cf the
sciences. Wben at Colege, ho attend-
ed the clasees cf Anatamy, Chemistry,
and' ,Iateria Medica; and, la addition te
the casier languages of France and
Italy, ho acquircd the Germant, at a timo
wben it was but little studied. iàght-
or and pleasanter pursuits wcro flot
everlooked. lie had a keen relish for
sacred peetry; bis mind was early star-
ed with it; and lie spoke mucli te him.
self la psalms, tend hymne, and spiritual
sangs. Even after ho was fixed dawn
ta the constant and weigbcy duties of
a parochial charge, bis application was
unabated. Lot aur readers 'Mirk the
task which the man cf forty-one pro-
scrbes te limself, and wbich, as wo
Icarn froin a subseqîîcnt entry, was very
ncarly fulfdllod


