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THE CLAIMS AXD PROCREDINGS OF

duties,as theincumbents of the parsanages or recto-
rics in England.” It may safely be asserted of both
these provisions that the things for which they
provide are so inconsistent with the ciccumstances
of society and incompatible with its spirit in these
regions that they never can exist.

Of the truth of this as concerns the latter
the experience of the very days to which I refer
nught have satisfied those who had time to inquire
into it, for itisin the records of history, that the
attempt of Great Dritain to cstablish a dominant
church—this very church—the church of England,
in her then North American colonies was one of
the chief predisposing causes to their being se-
vered from her Empire, and to the whole serics of
momentous events that have thence procecded.
Facts and principles crowd on me in proof of this
point, but I should enly tite out completely the pa-
tience of your readers, wereIto set about mar-
shalling them before them, to prove that, which I
do not believe any well informed and reflucting
man will think of denying.

Itis however important to bearin mind, that
these provisions were not positive, but ounly pro-
spective and contingent.  They established nothing,
they only determined how certain things might be
cstablished, at some indefinitely future time, if it
werethen judged fit so to do. They differed in
this from other provisions. Those for instance
apportiomng 2 part of the Canadianterritory to the
support of the protestant clergy. The things for
whichi these provided were immediately and neces-
sarily produced by the operation of the statute, for
it positively enacts that a seventh part of all lands
granted, be set a part for this purpose. Qnthe
contrary, with regard to the establishment of an
order of bereditary legislators aud dominant Eng-
lish clergy, the statute only empowers the sover-
cign himself o establish the one, when he may
deem it expedient, and, on such a contingency alsn,
to give being to the other,through the intervention
and concurrence of the Governor and legislative
council. We are therefore warrantedin supposing,
that though the English statesmanwho drew op our
constitutional act, m.y have had a strange vision
in his mental eye, of the Canada of some future
day, 50 resembling the England of that day, that
alordly nobility,and lordly church,would there find
a proper place ; yet heregarded it mercly as a pos-
sibility, and by no means as a certainty,.  And of
asurety, we should be doing Mr. Pitt and his col
leagues great injustice, worewe to suppase it their
intention, that, should there be no natural place for
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for them. To thispurpose,as concernsthe latter,the
opinion of the then under secretary to the colo-
nies, the Right Ilonorable R. W. Morton, given
tefore the comnmittee of the house of comnmons, in
answer to an important qustion there put to him,
18 very pertinent.  ‘The questionput was,  “From
the opportunites you have had of ascertaining the
feelings and opimons of the people of Canada on
the subject, should you not be disposed to say thet
the governmentand legislature of England should ba
very cautious of doing any thing which could give
rise to the slightest suspicion that there was any in-
tention of establishing a donunant church in that
country 7' The Right Honorable Gentleman after
staling, that in his opinion certain clauses of the
act make a provision for the support ahixe of the
clergy of the chureh of England and Scotland, out
of the income of the reserved lands, thus continues,
It appears to me quite conclusive, that there was
no intention of necessanly cstablishing the church
of England asa dominant church, inasmuch as
the 41st clause gives a power to the local legista-
tures, with the consent of the crown, to alter the
provisions of the act*

Were further proof wanted of that of
which the act itself is its own praper ovi-
dence it might be found in the silence of
the Scotchh members. At such a moment
when contention and peril were about the Hinpire
and when so much depended on Britans from south
to north feeling as a band of brothers, we may ex-
cuse them—or I shall say, we ought to commend
them—if, rather than distract the procedure of
government at such a crisis by entering on disqui-
sitions on nationalrights,a theme so exciting to na-
tional jealousies, they preferred that some clauses
in this bill should pass unqriestioned though con-
templating a possible inferiority of their national
church in a semote colony aud at a distant periad.
These they might thenin honar and with propriety
at such a moment leave for the determination of
the men of coming generations, It was sufficient
for them to get it admitted, as Mr. Dundas seems
to have done, that in the immediate proceeds of the
lands the Scotch were to share as well as the
English. The case had obviously been quite differ-
cut had the enactments been positively and im-
mediately productive of inequality.

It is the scheme of & dominant church—the pro-
pricty or practicability of which was cvidemly
problematical tothe statesmen of the last age wha
devised it, and which the statesmen of the present
age consideredimproper to be cven hinted at, which

* Report of the committee of the House of Com-

#uch noblesand clergy,one should forcibly be made

mens p. 31 and 312 and Mr. Marris reply page 23.



