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Sng is my only gitl;
1 asked for hier as soms most preclous thing ;
For all unfinishicd was Luves jewelled ring,
Till set with this soft pearl.
Tho shade that time brought (orth I conld notsee;
How pare, bow perfuct, scemed the gint to me!

TR AN AN

And many a soft o]l sune
I uscdtosing unto that deadened car,
Aud suffered not the lightest footstep near,
Lest sho might wake too soon ;
Ard huslied ler brothers' laughter wuilo she lay,
. Al, neediess care ! 1 might have let them play !

*Twas long cre T believed
That this one danghternight not speak tome!
Waitad und watclied, God kuows how paticatly,
Bow wililogly deceived:
Valn Lova was tho antiving nurso of Fafth,
4Aud tended lope il it was quenched in death,

O {f. shio counld but hicar
For ono shors bour, til I her tongue might teach
‘To call me * Motker,” in the broken speech

That thrills the mother's ear!
Alag § these scaled lips never may be stivred
Tothe deep music of that lovely »word.

My heart is sorcly tried
To séc her kneel with such a reverent air,
Beside hee brothers at thielr erening praver;
< . Orlift those earnest-oyes
To watch onr lips, a9 thoegh our words she knaw;
rlxpn move herown as sho was spegking t0o.

I'vo watched hier Jooking up
Xo the bright wonderofthe sunses sky,
With such.nqloptly of menoing in.her cre,
That Lcould alwost bhope
The struggling soul would burst its binding conls
Aud the long pent- up thouglits flow forth ln words.

Thesong orbird and bee,
The chorus of tho brcczcs. streams aad groves,
All the gmnd masic to which nature moves,

Are wasted melody
T hcr. theworld of sound, a wneless void;
Whuc cven gilenco uath jis charm dcsuo:ed.

o Hexface fs very fairs ° vt
Kcr bluo cye bcauurnl of dncst mould, .
The soft whito brow, oer which jn wavesof gold,

. Ripples her shinlng halr; ’
Alas) thistlovely teraple closed must o
¥or He who made it keeps tho master-kay.

" \Wills He'thie mind within, v
‘Should -from earth’s*Babel-¢lamor be kéep free,
Elen that His stiil.small voicoand stepinight bo
« Heard of its inacr ghirino,
‘Throagh thajdeep hush of soul, with clearer thrill ¢
Thensbould I grieve 7 Omournlog hesrt, bostill!

She.secms to have a scnee -
UT quict gladngss ln hior noistless play ;
SBo hath pleasantsmile, a &entle way,
Whose volceless cloquerse
Touches all hearts, though I had once the faar
That ¢'en her father woold nol cave for her.

'nan Go.l it ls notso !
And when kls sons aro _playing merrily,
Sho leads der head upon bLiskneo,
0, at such times I know—
By bls {allcse, and toncs sabdaed and mild—
How his lieary ycarns Qver hissilend child.

Not of alt other /ifts berely
E'en-now. Hotr could I sny sho did not speak ¢
Wit real Janguage liglts her cye and cheek,
Aud render thanks to Him who lefy
1’nto hier sonl yct open avcnues
Yor Joy to eoter,ond for love touse?

** Mcen ouglit always to pray."—{Luke xviff. 1.)
* Lwill thut men pray c\cry\vherc’—-(('l‘lm. {l. &)

Resper,—I have a question 1o offer you. It
heads the page hefore your eyes. 1t is confained in
threo words,—Do you pray ?

"Tho question is ouo that none but you can answer
Whether you attend publie worship or not, your min.
ister knows. Whether you have family prayers in
your house or not, your relationsknow. But whether
you pray in private or not, is a matter between your-
selt’ and God.

Reader, I beseech you in all affection to attend to
the subject T bring hefore you. Do not say my ques-
tion is too close.  If your heart is right in the sight
of God, there is nothing in it to make you afraid.
Do not turn off my qucktion by replying that you say
your prayers. It is one thing o say your prayors,
and ancther to pray. Do not tdl me that my ques-
tion isunnecessary.  Listen to me for a few minutes,
and I will shew you good reason for asking it.

Y. Iask whether you pray, because prayer is ab-
solutely needful to man’s salvation.

I suy absolutely ncedful, aud I vy so advisedly.
I am not now speaking of infants or idiots. I am
not settling the stato of the heathen. I know that
where little is given, there little will borequired. I
speak egpecially of those whe call themselves Chris-
tians, in a land like our own.  And of such I say
o man or woman can expect to be saved who does
not pray.

I hold salvation by graco as strongly as any one.
I would gladly offer a free apd full parden to the
greatest sinner that over lived. I 'would not hesitate
to stand by his dying bed, and say, * Believe on the
Lord Yesus Christ even notw, and- you shall Lé saved.”
But that a man can have salvation without usking for
it, T eannvt gee in the ‘Bible. Thit a man wilt re.
ccive pardon-of his sing, who-will not so much aslift
up his lieart fawardly, and sap, ** Lord Jesus, give it
tome,” thisT cannot find. Y ean find that nobedy
will be saved by his prayers, but I cannot find that
without prayer anybody will be saved. -

Xt-is-not absolutely-needful-to salvation that a man
should read the Bible. . Aiman mayhavo no learn-
ing, or be blind, andyet have Christ in his heart.
It is mot‘abzolutely needful that o wnan’ should Jear
thio pablic preaching of the Gospel. He may live
where the ‘Gospel is not preached, or he may be
bc«l-nddcn, or deaf. DBut the sune thing cannot
| bo_said abont prayer- It is absolutely needful to
vl\auon that a man should pray. -

Thero 38 no royal.-road cithor to health or learning.
DPrinces and: kings, poor mnen and  peasants, all alike
must attend to the wants of their own bodics and
their own minds. No man can cat, drink, or sleep
by proxy. No man can get the alphabet Iearned for
bita by another. All these are things which every-
body must do for himself, %r they will not be done at
all.

Justas b i3 with the mind and body, so it is with
the seul.  There are cerlain things absolutoly need-
ful to tho soul’s health and well-being.  Each must
attend to theso things for bimself.  Xach must repent
for himself. Fach must apply to Ghrist for himself.
—And for himself each must spoak to God and pray.
You must do it for yourself, for by nobedy else ¢an
it Lo done.

Tlow ¢an you expect to be saved by an ** unknown”

inthe lust day.  Tho aints gathered from North aud
Scuth, and East and West, will be a multitude that
no man can nunber.  The song of victory that will
burst from their mouths, when their redemplion is wt
length complete, will bo a glorious song indeed. It
will be far above the neise of many waters, and of
mighty thunders.  But thero will bo no discord in
that gong. They that sing will sing with oune hea
as well as one voice. Their experience will be one
aod the same. Al will have believed, Al will
have been washed in the Llood of Christ. Al will
have been born again. Al will have prayed. Yes!
we must pray onecarth, or we sball never praice in
heaven.  Wo must go through the school of prayer,
or wo shall never Lo it for the holiday of praise.

Reader, to be prayerless is to be without God—
without Christ—without grace—yithout hope—and
withont heaven. It is to beon thoread to Lell.
Now can you wonder that I ask the question—Dao
You Prav. - :

II. Tosk (tgm‘n whether yow pray, because u
hadit of prayeris one of the surest marl.s of a-trie
Christian. R

Al the children of Ged on carth aro alike in this
respect.  Yrom tho moment there is auy Jife and re-
ality sbout their religion, they pray. Just as the
fist signs of life in an infant when bomn into the
world, is the nct of brenthing, so the first nct of men
and women when'they ave born gzain, is prayfug.

This is one of the common marks of all th eluct
of God, *They cry unto him night asd day.”
(Liuke xviii. 1.)  The Holy Spirit, whowakes then
new creatures, works in them the fecling of adoption,
and makes them cry, * Abba, F'uhcr,” (Rom.:
vili. 15.)  The Lord Jesus when He quickens them,
gives them a voice qud a tongue, and says to them,
* Be duwb no more.””  God has no dumb obildren.
It isas mucha part of their new nature fo pray;, s it
is of a child fo cry. They see their need of mercy
and of grace. 'They feel their emptiness and weak-
ness. They cannot do ‘otherwise than they do. They
must pray-.

I bave louked-carefully over the lives of ! Gollds:
saiuts in ‘the Bible. T cannot find one of whose his
tory much is told us, from Genesis to Rovelation, -
who was not a man of prayer. I find it mentionetl -
as a characteristic of the godly, that * they call eny
the Father,” that *they call on the Lord Jesus
Christ.” X find it recorded as a charscteristic of the
wicked, that *‘they call mot upon the Lord.” (1
Peter 1. 17. 1 Cor.i. 2. Psalmsyiv. 4.) ,

I have read the lives of many cminent Christiane,
who have been on carth since the Bible days. Sone
of them, I see, were rich, and some poor. Some
were learned, and some unlearned. Some were
Episcopalians, and seme Christians of othier names.
Some wero Calvinists, and some Armenians.  Some
have loved touse aliturgy, and some o use none.
But one thing, I sce, they all had in common. They
have all been men of prayer.

1 study the reports of Missionary socicties in our
own times. I seo with joy that heatben men aud
women aro receiving the Gespel in various parts of
tho globe. There are conversions in Africa, in New
Zealand, in Hindostan, in China. Tho pcOp]o con-
\crted are naturally unlike onc ancther.in every ro-
‘spect.  But one striking thing I obiserve 4n all the



