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DR. BURNS' &“YNOD SERMON.

Dreached at tie opening of the Synod ~f
the Maritime Provivces, at Pvtoun, an
Quexd.ry Eventng, Lith October, 1854 by
the Rev. R. I Burns, D, 1), Retiring
Moderator,

1 Cor. ix.,, 14. *“Even o hath the
Loid ordamsed that they which preach
the Go-pel should hive oi the Gospel.

Farmers AND BRETHREN, —~

1 have been influenced in the selection
of this text by the prominence given
duiing the past year of our Churel’s his-
tory to the subject of Munsterial Sup-

ort, and the pluce it is Iikely to occupy
in the procecdings of the present Synod

First. Let me speak briefly of a Stanid
ing Mmistiy. ¢ I'hey which preach the
gospel.” Tuere is a sense in which cvery
ehr.stiun isa priest unio God aud ex-
pected to engage in His reusonable ser-
vice:  Every listener even, to the Word
is expected to turn vonnd and beckon to
others.  *‘Let him that lLcareth say,
Cume’.  Far from fo:bidding such per-
sonal and private voluntary efforts to do
rond-—we would say with Meses, of El
sad and Med..d, the two young men who
prophesied 1 the camp without leave,
and against whom a cowplaint was lodg-
ed. **Would Ged that all the Lord's
peop'e were prophets ' We would say
with Christ respecting the two who were
alsn cuinplained of, as casting out devils
—though following vot with them—
“Forlid them not !”

But while “‘this honor have all the
saints,” still true is it that the Lord hath
set in His Chu.ch *'Evangelists, pastors,
and teachers for the ministry”—not for a
limited period—as if it closed instead of
eommenced withHis Ascension——but *‘till
we all come in the unity of the faith and
of the knowledge of the Son of God unto
aperfect man.? No man taketh this
bonor into himnself but he that was call-
ed of God as was Aaron.

To His commiss.oned eervantsJebovah
says :—“‘Thou shalt hecar the word at
oy meuth and warn them from me.”
“Go preeh the preachiny that { bid
thee.”  ““Asmy Father hatlh sent me,
even 8o send I you.” *We a'e ambassa.
dors for Christ a8 thongh vl did be-

secch you by us, we pray you in CHrIsT » !

sT1AD, be ve reconciled to God.” The
mmistry is in the very heart of the great
eommission—**All power is given unte
me iz heaven and in earth—Go ye there-
fore and teach all nations and the ap-
pended proviso reveals the perpetuity of

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

the institution-—‘Lo I am with you al-
way' (or all dayx) ‘even uuto the end of
the world.” ™ “*How shall men believe on
Him of whomn tbey have not heard <wnd
how shall they hear wathout o pieacher,
andl how shall they prcach except they
be sent.  Henee we are instructed to
pray the Lord of the harvest to send jorth
lalorers into His haivest.”  Hence the
appropriate address of Cornelius and his
feliow worshippers. *'Now therefore we
are all hiere before God, to hear all thivgs
that are commnded thee of God. To oe
of his ancient unusters the Lord said—
*I will put my words in his mouth and
he <hall gpeak all that [ commanded him,
And 1t shall come to yass that whosever
will not heatken to my words which he
«hall speak in my name I will require it
of him.’  What a solcin responsibilitv
How awe-inspiring the thou ;ht to -peak-
er and hearer—-*He that despiseth you
despiseth me tahe heed then how und
what you hear for it hath pleased God
by the foolishness of preaching (not by
the preachimnz of foolishness) to save
.them that believe.

In the Apostolical Epietles too, a
Stunding Ministry is fully recognized.
The distiuction between the ruers and
the dufies enjoined on pastors clearly
show this. They are required to be work-
men needing not to be ashamed  to feed
the flock of God ; to take heed to them-
selves and to all the flock, to give them-
sclves wholly to their work that their
profiting may appear unto all. The peo-
ple are required to obey them in holy
things, aud to submit theinseives, yea to
esteemn them highly in love for their
work’s sake.”

With this brief introductory reference
to u Standing Ministry, let us proceed to
our main point, the argument of the
Apostle in thiz passage for the suitable
support of that miuistry, “‘that they
which preach the Gospel should lice of
the Gospel.”

The example of Paul has been taken
advantage of, and isstill, asan argument
against paying ministera. He wrought
with his own hands and took no saary
and why should not they? But his casa
was clearly exceptional. So far trom

i deriring or designing that it be fo'lowed

ar a general rule, he invariably sets him-
self to slow, as in the passage before us,
that he was at perfect liberty to claimn
the temporal support of those among
whom he labared, but perferred foreguin,

it for apecial s. Thus at Thestal-
onica he wrought at the trade, in which
according to the goodly usage of Jew-
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