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BUTTER.

‘The butter season is ngain openiug. Manitoba
lias made marked improvement in the qual’ty
of butter marketed, during tho past fow yoars,
but thoro is atill great room for improvement.
While Tue Comsturciar has always advocated
tho fuctory syatem of making butter, on ne-
count of tho niore uniform aond Letter quality
attained in this way, yot at tho samo timo wo
beliove that a good average quality of butter
may be made in privato dairies. In many dis.
tricts, settlomont is not large cnough to make
croametics pay woll. Itisuvot practical to have
all tho butter made in creamories, and this be.
ing tho case, every cffort should bo made to im-

_prove the quality of dairy butter. Tho average
quality wo say has improved very much during
recont yeavr. Clean, now packages are now used
almost ecntirely, acd more care is evidently
taken with the product generally. This is no
doubt due to botter facilitics now cnjoyed by
thoso who mako butter.  But thers isstilla
considorable quantity of iuferior butter mar-.
koted.

So fur as the markets ace concerned, it is the
same story, of good demand and good prices for
class ono quality, while medium and poor stuff
will beslow salo. A considerable quantity of
Muuitoba dairy butter was shipped to British
Columbia markets laat season, and while soms
of this gave fair satisfaction, there was a good
deal of poor stuff, which would not pay the
shippers. It should bo understood by shippers,
that choice qualities of butter only are wanted
in the Pacifio coast markets.

This scason thero is likely to be an increase
in the uumber of croamories working in Mani-
toba, but there will also be a large quantity of
dairy butter made. If we can increase the
average quality of this to a narked exteat, it
will be a great gain to the province. Tus
ComstereiAL has frequently pointed out, that
so long ag merchants pay the same price for all
qualitics of butter, therc is not the same
cncouragement to make a good article. The
price is the main thing with the maker, and if
a fow conts mare per pound could be secured,
by takiog special cave to make a fine quality,
most butter makers wou'd endeavor to obtain
this top price by inproving the quality of their
product. Thereis more discrimination now as to
the matter of qualily than there wasa fow years
ago, but therc is not anearly as much dis.
crimination in this respect ag thore should bo.
We odmit that it is a difficult matter for
country merchants to discriminate as to qual-
ity in taking iun butter. The grain buyers find
it hard cnough to diseriminate as to quality in
buying wheat, and they deal with men. But
the merchant has to deal with women in buying
butter, aod if ho were to tell Mrs. Smith that
ho could only pay her soven conts for her
butter, whilo ho hu? just paid Mrs. Jones
cloven cents, there would be war to the knife
right away. Rather than face tho contest,
most merchants will not attempt 0 make any
such distinctions,

1f somo plan could bo dovised, whereby the
merchant would be rolioved of tho responsi-
bility of gradiog the butter, and still at
the samo time be able to pay for it ac.
cording to quality, tho greatest difliculty
would Lo romoved. A plan of this naturo
appears to have boon succes:tfully inaugurated
in tho villago of Vivden, in this province. It
has been in operation during the pasttvo seasons
and has given much eatisfuction. The plan of
handling butter in vogue at Virden was origin.
atcd and s as follows .

A meoting of the worchants was held,
which a aumbor of fariers were present, and it
was decided to adopt a systom of inspection for
butter. This was agreed to by the farmers
present, It was decided that not a pound of
buttor wounld be taken by tho merchants until
it had been inspeoted. The price of butter, it
was decided, would be based upon the value of
the articlo in the Winnipeg market. Butter
offered for inspection would he classified into
three grades, namely . No. 1, No. 2 and No. 3.
"Tho price of No. 1 butter having beon deteor.
mined by the current value of best dairy hutter
in Winnipog market, No. 2 butter would be
valued at 3 cents por pound less than No. I,
and No. 3 would bo valued at 4 cents per
pouand less than No. 2. ‘Thus, with No. 1 bat-
ter worth 14 conts, No. 2 would be worth 11
cents, aud No. 3 worth 7 cents per pound. The
local storekeopers all agreed to adhero strictly
to this plan. Somo other dotails, such as the
style of tub, quality of salt, etc., to be used in
prepariog and packing butter, were also decid.
ed upon. Au inspector wasappointed who was
not bimself handling butter. When farmers
came io with buttor, they could not sell until
it had beon inspocted, and after this had been
done, any of tho merchants would tauke it at
the fixed prico according to grade. This
plau cnables the merchauts to buy the butter
according to quality, while at the
same time it relieves thom of the responsibility
of fixiug tho grade. This scoms to he a very
sonsible plan, and which, if followed largoly,
should result in 2 marked improvement in the
averago quality of Manitoba butter. It should
also render the butter trade more sadsfactory
and profitablo to the morchants. The inspec-
tor, it will be noticed, is not an interested
party in any transactions, aud he should there.
fore bo able to givo a fair decision between

“buyers and scllers. The plun is fair to those
who muke good butter, beoause it will give
them full credit for quality, whereas, when one
price is paid for all qualities, choice quality
would not bring its full value, whilo poor stuff
would bring more than it is worth. Uader
this plan, thoae who did not make a choice
article, would endcavor to improve their make,
whilo those who were too slovenly to make good
butter, would stop making it altogether, thus
relieving the trade of handling a lot of rub-
bish, which is only a disgrace to the country to
havo sent abroad, Under tho plan adopted at
Virden, the inspector is allowed a fee of § cent
per pound on all buttor examined and graded.

o understand that the plan originated at
Virden, is likely to be adopted at some other
poiunts in Manitoba this seagson. It secms prac-
tical, and we think is worthy of consideration

from mmorchauts gunerally.

DOING T00 MUCH.

It is goneraliy acknowledged that many
Manitobn farmers try to accomplish too much,
Thoy carry on their operations ona largor scale
than their capital and facilities will allow them
to do properly. A great deal of the poor grain
marketed is due to thiscause. In the spring
somne of them will put in 400 acres of crop, when
they should have stopped at 200 acres. In
ordor to got tho 400 acres in, the work is
pushed, aod is oftea imporfectly dune, Thon
when it comes to harvest, holp is scarce, and
the farmer has twice as much work on hand as
ho car attendto  Tn order to get through with
the work, cutting is somotimes commenced
sevoral days before the grain has roached a
proper stato of maturity., Itisallowed to stand
in shock wecks and somctimes almost months
after it should be stacked, because thore is so
much morc work than there is men to do it.
So on all through, the work is done hurriedly
and imperfectly, resulting in a poor quality of
grain being brought to market. Of course
there are times when crops aro damaged by un.
favorable weather, and no amount of carc would
have piovented the injury, but at the same
time, it is cortain that a greut deal of the poor
quality of grain marketed is due to over-reach
ing, in endeavoring to cultivate moreo land than
can be preperly haodled. If a number of our
farmers would cultivate ono-third to one half
less land, we believo thoy would Le better off
in many instances.

Wo baliove that quite a number of farmers
who have cultivated large areas of land in past
years, are this year ronting a portion of their
cultivated area to new settlers. This will enable
them to farm the remaining portion in a better
manner. It will also enable the new settlers to
get in some crop this year, whereas if they
were taking up new land, they would not have
any land ready for crop until next apring, The
late and wet harvests which have been expe-
rienced the last two years, is evidently teach-
ing farmers that it is folly to try and do more
thar they are able to accompligsh in a decent
mannor.

HMANITOBA EXPERIMENTAL FARH.

S. A. Bedford, superintendent of the Domin-
fon Lxperimental FFarm in Manitoba, is just
now sending out a large number of sinall hags
of favorite new varietics of grain for testing by
farmers in various sections of the country.
One variety of barley which is being sent out—
the two-rowed Duck Bill—yielded last year on
the experimental farm seventy-five bushels and
twenty pounds per acre. This is a barley
introduced by the farin, and promises to be-
come a favorite variety. 1t is a little later
ripening than six rowed, but carlier than the
Eoglish two rowed, and should be sown about
the firat week in May. 7The secd sent out has
been tested as to germinating qualities, and is
therefore sure. In wheats the policy is to
confine the distribution of this cercal to hard
varictics as much as possible. Wheats aro
distributcd in two bushel lots at a slight ad-
vance on the willing price. The demand has
been very large this scason for aced grains, and
it has been found impossible to supply the
quaatities asked for. Sceding was commenced
on the Maniteba farm on April 7, but had ta ba




