
TH-E COMMERCIAL

Business East.
ONTARIO.

J. Vanduson, islioc miier, Pictoia,was hurned
ouit.

Richard Nurse, liquor dealer, Tarante, is
desal.

Missr Brown, milliner, Picton, stock daînsged
by fire.

G. C. Fralick, grocur, Pictala, stock daunagual
by fic.

E. G. Palmier, hioteikeeper, Stratforal, lias
sol.d out.

Richard lera Sng, publislier, l>etrol Sa, lias
seîd ont.

AIex. Fraser, bioteltteeper, Cravenhurat, lias
sala ont.

John Patterson, Iotoîkeeper, Dautton, lias as.
aigteal.

W,. & T. Richardlson, tailors, Clîa'l,tia, have
assigneal.

Jos. Cairns, generai stoîceuepur, C:amnlzchiva,
bas sold ont.

P~. Cairns, gencral stort-keeper, Caianlacuiie,.
bas sold ont.

C. L. Liddll, shoemnake:, Coroaal ; alieriif
Sa possession.

S9. Leveratt,dealer in dry goodz, l1agersviiîe,
bas assigneal.

John Leslie, gentral atortAeeper, avlo
bas assigned.

E. Kilaer, general atorteopeur, Moi ristoi,
has assigneal.

H. Morton, jeaveler, liastiiig%; bti!iice rad.
vertised for sale.

R. WVSnuing, general storekeoîtuîs, Lisle, ]la
a3signed in trust.

Hviary Flacli, jeweler, St. Thomîîas; sto-k
darmiged by fire.

Mrai. Moore, dealet in f.rncy gondi, Turontu
bai if! ina possession.

C. W. Pearce, draggist, Otk ville, lias ru
iioved ta Streetsrille.

Donolue & Cutter, dealers in lootafaiid thiocs,
Landan, huave dissolrcd.

Alex. Webaster, general storckeeper, Cocha.
town, S giving rip busines.

John J. Mý\cKSilop, denIer in comfect;onery,
St. Tiionins, wras burnod ont.

M-s. Tyler, alealet in grocerios, 1'ctherton,
bas solfi ont te John Cushîing.

H. S. Grillin & Ca., grocers, Alliston, hare
sold out ta W. Hunteilison & Ca.

E. C. Pal.ner, of tire Norwich -Saî Nlills,Nor.
wicb ; business adrertiseal for sale.

Bruah & Ço.,dcalors in wliolcsaie fancy goods,
Toronto, have sold ont ta Mma. C. E. liruslu.

C. W'. Riearson, dlealer in dry goada, "Wýing.
bain lias .alîiitt d J. lienerson as paLrtiiea
stylt naw C. W. & J. Hleaderson.

QUEBEC.
Ri-hard %farco], inercharut, Joliette, has as-

signeal.
L. T. & M. T. Hlart, opticians, Mantreal,

damaged by fire.
Eizear Lanaglois, goudia1 storekeeper, Rim.

ouski, has assiziaed ini truse.
Rusobe Martel, goner-al storekeeper, West

Frnhllam, lias assigniea S'a trusat.
Contler>, Thibault, & Ca., ewing miachinae

decalers, Monterai, bave dissolved.

Dupins Euclide, browrer, Jaliette, [s donc!.
Loger & Rinfrot, wluolesalo dry goods mer-

chants, Quobcté, have snispenauod(.

NOVA SCOTIA.
Coady liras., genorai storokoepr;> Margarco,

have a:'aignatI.
'MeDonalai Bias., !umber merchants, Sher-

brooke ; A. N. McDonald of tlîis fir is doad.

NEWFOUNDLAND.
Clîaq. B3. Rankin, grocor, St. Jobue, lias

faileal.
l>atrick Brick, alcaler iu titiwatrc, Hlarbor

MNain, lias failed.

Tfhe Year's Balance Sheets.
{1ave yont madeo monoy aloring the year lieu

closing? havo you only lacld your owîa? or
have yen lest Morley, and if so, irhy ? Thiese
are iimpovtanit qîiestionis, %witl wl'icl overy
nuercliant is àt LIais p"riaal brouglit face ta face,
anal tire business mnari %vito dots nt sottie thcoo
iaqnirios at toast once a yeaa, is working Sa
the dark, and may 3oouer than expected ro.
ceive a ra.de awakoeniiig wlîich wiil cripple bita
for life. Ail live wllerle fuman take an ac-
cont of s.tock, and Btrike a balance uit Icast
twice a year, ili order ta atrike leakages, anal
ascertain the proportion of profits ta exponso

aceoncat. Tite naajority of wlîolesale dry goode
bouises Sn Canada taka stock in Deccinher, soule
uîriin0- a b)ance situ-eNn the ifitii Docemnber,
anda otliera oui th:e let Jainuary ; wirll aur retait
diry goods meirchants ustiahly commnence this
taqk Su tice latterpart, of January anad beginniug
of Polir unry. If St iveretriie thîat; «figures avili
net lie," the worl: worila ho compua-atively
easy; bict if the case is net corrcctly stated,-
if tire statement of stock on 'band anad goods
accounts are falso or orroneous, -ture figures of
the balance icill lie', aaad the anerchant courts
Lilure wlio alaws lus lîalf-yearly balance ta
deceiro himaýcîf or athorsj. Tlîe inerelant or
fira ir ««l "ceok " statements for tin. acrutity of
tiroir bankorks or c'cditora uearly alway3 live ta
regret Sf, wbiei tire inevitable day of reckonisig
arrivca.Bttîyaaydcev esle. IL
S uf firast importz-lce tlîat tire stock ho entercal,
net at the test price wvhen purchasedl, but nit
tl'o preserit nmarket value ; Ltce uanal tendoncy
of aIl manufactured goods iS downaîvrd, and Sf
the market prico lias beon redr-ccd, the eatiînat-
cd test mnust ho rcduccil ta tire sanie extent,
As S generally krin o, miliSncry and fancy
gooda stock iinvariaL,'y fluctuates in value, and
ta a grocater oxtenit than othor kSndfi. It is
S eqvally important that the t'anager of cacir
departiaunt Sa a bouse discover aIl surplus
stocks wlaich are «" Ian-ing," or being carrical
axver-froin wha^ever cauis,-Iiavo the pricos
of these liiiis inarkcd down, and tlue " «strif "
workcd off, gat rid of as boan as possible, in
oraler that the books nmay miot show greater îe-
sults tlaî eau bu rra.lizcd]. Silice 1« tire first
loss is always thi lcast," tire goca are arell
scia at any pricu. One of the largeat bouses in
'ï'oranto, who aire scrupulonsly carofril in ex-
clndiag framn tiroir balanlce shoot every tiing
tiîat S tiot; a lire assct, report that; their stock
tiîis year will show a deecaco of nearly $150,.
000 comparcd with the like date of last ye.ar.

At thia scason, wlîon tire holidny trade 55
active, it is tire experionce of alinost oery lier*
chiaut tlîat lio makes somo curions sales-orne
articlces vhiclî ho icoat oxpecteod ta tel], ilave
off stdadiIy. This siiggct! that; at tiais timo o.
year miany persoas 1 esolve ta apend a auna o
nione.y wvthout dcerminiug ciactly %%bat tltey
want for St. Thais boing thô case, and miice a
bargain always irrcsistably attracta snch mlnds,
it afforda a goldou opportnity for tho maorchant
ta go avor hi;st1cir, select ail tire oddis and
enda that ]lave bicou slow, ard mako job !ots of
thona nt pricos at whjch they will soit. Do net
offer unsoaaeîîablc gooda, but if yon have a
Uineo f anlythlng saleable wlîich you asict is a
bail îuîrc*.abo, aller St ust a price which will go
St off tire abliî loto tire ctsh drawer hoforo youi
take stock. Snch of it as (lars not go Lefore
the end of tho ycar shotild bo inventoried and
morkce at a prico îbiclî w~iIl soit St. To cariy
ont this plan requirca taire and thought, but St
iia tire busine&s-liko course.

*Anothcr source of unrcliale assets is forna
in~ tin lasses mnade by bad dubtg, nitd net car-
ricd juta tire 'lSuspense Accoutnt," ta bo final.
ly closed in tire :" Profit and Loss Accoant.'
The neglect ta do this l'an ofteis grossly de-
ccivcd bath tho cr-editors and the dobtor as ta
tiro latter's troc position and standing. StilI
anather olement of uncertaitity tendioig te dis-
ceuit tire figures (,f the balance shoot is tho
accoluits receivable. Tire lines hetween good,
doubtful, and bad accaunts arc difficult, ta draw.
Every accounit lias a Lime fixed for its paynient,
and anlly sncb as are paid proinptly pro gaod.
Thora S no sncb tliing as an accaunit "1good
but slow." It may vot ho bad, but St is not
good. IL icqevires inuch tact andl knowlcdge of
huian nature ta inake collections withorit
offcnding or losing desirable cr'stoînlers, but it
inuat bc daîw. or ycu ilust go out ç4 buiness.
Tire piesent is a fitting season ta insist ripon
scttlenîcnl' with ai custoiners, and wo would
su.gge8t to incrchaîits :waninow nuu the, accounits
which rean ; remnove froin youi balance shoot
everything that jr net a geod asset , and azcer-
tain Iaow yen standl ait tro close of 1885.

Mcrchîants slîonld take stock as often ais tbey
can, but tire foundation of a uiseful Lalance clheet
is a trutaful stateanent of actuat assots. To
secure t'lis requires of boelo mon mare courage
th-jn ta atorîn a hattery, and always caîls into
exorcise ail tire qualities %%lî- tend ta arake a
succesaful anerchant. Eve.-y niSatake, ovcry
bad pirch.îse, cvezy land or slow aceount must
ho met and disposcd uf, or..mîadand run
away froia. The cowaidly coi.e is the casier
at the moment, anal inaay iieeliaî,:8, tou lion.
est to dcliherate'y adopt St, slide irto iL imaper
ceptibly fi oun more love (f Pasa and! disinclina-
tion ta fa-ce a disagrocab)le aluty. Tho other Su-
volves lunch work atid oftea temparary anortifi.
cation and bitternesa, bat St iti tire casiest Sa
the long rain, as well as naiauly, sensible, and
bu.siness like. -The Afrchamt.

Tînr r1oard of Trarle of Toronto S'. nakisig anr
applitaiion ta l>arliamnt for an i.mnendntiti
ta tIacir .Act of Incorporation, wvhich wiîll
exte-id tiro righit ta inoînhbers of tire honril ta
hecome ea\ý ninera of inspoctors, to hadl ruai
estate up ta tli value? ùlf 500.000, -,nal ta issue
shiares and borrow iiioncy te that amoinit ; ai> o
ta founu a gratuity furnd for representtives of
dcccasod meaubers.
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