8 THE CRITIC.

POLITICAL REVIEW OF THE WEEK.

Domixton.—Wednesday, April 1ith.—In  answor White eaid four
wombers of the St of the Geologieal Survey had bevn sout to England
with the Coluninl snd Indian exhibition. L

Chapleau raid the goverament had rveceived no ofticial coninuuication
from the Tmperial govertmont in relation to the non-fultilimont of the terwme
of the union with B, E, Island.

Vail moved for a roturn of curicapondenco respecting tho treaty botween
Spait wud the United States, and complained that 1o steps hiad hoon taken
to secure similar priviloges for Uanada, ns thoso obtained by the letter
country. ) L.

Stairs pointed out that Fnglaud had nothing to give in return for
concessions from Spain, and thereforo could not securo what tho United
States hnd recared ander a different fiseal policy.

Tho act to amend the law of evidence in criminal cases was dofoated ab
the sccond reading .

‘Phuraday, April 15th.—Urton wtroduced & bill to amend the Capada
Tomporance Act, by exempting wine and cidor from its operations

Tho bill to amend the Pust Ollico Act of 1875, passed a third reading.

Alter suwe toutine matters the houee went into committoo on the senats
bill to ke further provisions respecting summary proceediugs before
justicee. Some diffieulties having beon raised, the committes on motion
reported progress, and asked leave 1o sit ngai,

Friday, Aptil 16th.—Chapleau introduced a bill to amend the act
regulativg Chinese immigration. Ho oxplained that the amcudments
proposed wero to huve compulsory registration of Chineso doaths, birchs, and
matringes, and movements into aud out of the country ; to placo the
onforcoment of the act under the customs dopartment, .

Costigan moved the house into committee of tho whole to considor the
expadioucy of mmonding tho woights and measures act of 1879, and to
ompower the governor in council to define what weights 1ucasurcs aud
weighing wachines should by wdmitted to verification.  Tho object of the
bill was to removo doubts and verify weights and measures. .

‘Tho government has decided to prohibit, under ponalty, the imporiation
of oleomargarine and butterine.

Monday, April 19 —Fostor in  aswer to a suostion stated that the
govesument had tnkon steps to nscertain the correctnoas of tho statement
that deprodations had beon committed by Awmericun lishermen at Clark's
Harbor, Shelburne Caunty.

Churlton moved a rvsolutiorr for the ndoption of certain specified rulas
to Lo applied in future to the mode of couducting debates.

Langovin movea in amendment that all after the first paragraph bo struck
out. The first paragraph allims the advisability of condemning loug
spesches, long extracts, and verbose comments.

‘The amendment was carried without division.

Tho government promised to give a statewent in dotail of the additious,
ropairs, and altorations to Rideau hall.

Blako and Langevin provious to adjourmment roforred to the death of
My, Thomson (Haldiman).

Tuesday, April 20.—The act respecting tho transfer of the lighthouse at
Cape Raco to Canada, passed a third reading.

8ir John A. entored the Houso and was grested with prolongud applause.

On motion to go into supply, Laurior epoke on the balf-breed grievances
a8 to tho titles of land. He xaid they did ot receive as wuch cousidera-
tion as tho Indians. I{o ontered at great longth into the history of the
half-breeds. The inaction of the government was wilful and designed, and
said it was thoir intention uot to give the half-breeds outside of Manitoba
tho same recognition given to the half-breods of that Province. Ho mioved
in amendment that it was the duty of the government to proceed with
diligoncu to settlo the claims of the half-breeds of the North-West, and
that tho government is to be censured for noglect, delay, and misnanage-
ment, prejudicial to the peace and goad government of Canada.

Whito (interior) said the further tho opposition went in tho iuvestigution
of tho causes of the rebellion, the less they would find for which {o censure
the government. Iliel did wot ror the first lime last year atlempt to
raiso a rovolt. ‘The opposition did not like Mr. Pierce’s report, which
completely oxorerated the goverumont. Ie (Ricl) had gone to the Fenian
centre in New York in 1878 to obtain aid to get up a rebollion in 1879. He
defonded the action of the government at length, aud clvimed that tho
Indians aud haif-breeds bad been liberally dealt with. He quoted from
Jackson to show that the real object of the rebellion was to roconquer the
whole North West from Canada,

Davis followed in a lengthy specch. He charged the government with
incapacity and neglect, and said that the issue raised by Laurier had uot
been met by White in bis reply.

Proviyciat.—Wednesday, Amil 14th.—Dr. Haley presouted a bill to
amond :hap. 59, R. 8., of public instruction.

Mr. Church moved the adoption of the report of the speocial commitice
appointed to considur the better terins question. o stated that the domin.
ion government had refused the demnands of the local government, though
the statement of facts is admittedly correct. The salicnt points of the
proposed wemorial are, rebuttal of the contention wade in the yeply of the
federal governmont. Ile belioved thal if success is to crown tho cfforts of
Nova Scotia to obtain bhottor terms, the battle must be fought out on the
floor of the Dominion house by the members from Nova Scotia. The
argument ueed in tho roply 1o the former memorial regarding custows duties
was not a fair one, This government was told that had we spent less on
railways wo would have had money for local purposes, It was truc that
subeidies had been granted for railways, but the amount so oxpended was

loss than the sums of moucy granted for railways by the older provincas of
Canada. Now Brunawick had spent one million dollars moro than Nova
Scotia in aubsidies.

Mr. Bell seconded the motion. He doamed tho replies v the contention
of the dominion governmont jirite satisfsotory. It hns been always claimod
that Nova Scatia paid moro per capits than auy other provinco, avd in view
of tho special pursuits of its inhabitavts he Lelioved it did pay more. 'The
strong point of our case, he thought, is that the domiuiou government adunt
that no provinco should b placed at a disndvautago, in so far as the subsidy
is concorned. It is imposible to controvert tho contention that woare at a
disdvantage in comparison with Now Bruuswick, That province h
yrant of $150,000 & year in lisu of their timber rovenus, which yoar by year
would, in the nature of the oo decliun iu valuo, [fe would heartily
support the domaud for return of the subsidy used in constructing the
Eastorn Extension maflway,

Moussrs, Frasor aud Weoks belioved that the wmeworial would be iueffoct
uall,l and stated that beforo the house adjourned a motion for repeal would be
made.

Mr. Fiolding had no hope that the moworial would oflect a favorabl
result. The govornmout of Nova Scotia had not roceived fair treatmon: at
tho hands of oithor the grit or the tory party in the Domiuiou. If the
momnorial was not succossful, tho provinco wopld ba compelled to rosort (o
divect taxation, and that would bo a conclusive argument for repoal.

Mr. Sponce wished the houso to vote unauimously for the momorial,
The legislature should speak as if it expected that the claims of ihis
Province would receive attention.

After somo further discussion a vote was taken and the momorial passed
uuanimously.

Thursday, April 15th.—T'wo bLills wero reported up by Mr. Mack, the
Chairman of the committse ou private and locil bille, The firat was to
amend chap, 62 of the Acts of 1884, an act to incorporate the Halifax City
Railway Cowpany, by allowing an extension of timo to the compauny 1
complete the ro«d, and that it %o allowed to substitute clectric for hune
power. ‘Lho second bill proposed to incorporate anothor company, giviug it
oxclusive rights to operate u stroet railway, provided that the company
incorporated under chap. 62 of the Acts of 1884, did not finweh its raitway
aud commence operations, as stipulated iu the charter, prior to April 1887,

It wus decided by the house to grant an oxtension of six mouths to the
first company, provided the sum of 820,000 is expended ou the work Ly
Avril next. With nmendweuts to this etfect, both bills passed.

"Tho bLill to amend chap. 56 R. 8., of impounding of cattls, reudering »
wito feuro illegul. was read clauso Ly clause, avd passed in committec.

Friday, April 16th.—=Mr. Cameron introduced a bill to legilizo the
proceedings of the Wardei and Councillors of the town of Sydaney ; M.
\Whidden, = bill to swend chap. 66 of tho Acts of 1884, incorporting the
Book and Tract Society ; Mr. Harrington, a bill to incarporate the Opoleks
romedy compauy ; Dr. Haloy, a bill to a nond chap. 42 R. 8., of commission-
ors of sowers und dyked and marsh lauds ; Mr. Harris, a bill relating to
school lands in Cornwallis ; Mr. Fielding, a bill to altor the boundary lines
of certain polling districts in Inverness Co., aud also bills to amend the city
usscestucnt act of 1883, aud to enablo the City of Halifax to purchaswe tho
Dallousio college building ; Mr. Longley, a bill to repeal chap. 36 of Acts
of 1885, which provides for tho appoiutmont of a taxiag-mastor.

Mr. Fielding iutroduced u bill tespoeting corrupt practices and cloction
of wembers to tho House of Assembly.

A motion that the petition of the wedical meu of the proviuce in

reference ta the hospital grievance bo referred to the committes on huwane
institutions, brought on quite a lougthy dobate. Thu resolution fivally
p . :
Monday, April 19.—Mr. Fisldiug woved the secoud reading of tho bill
respecting public charitics. He said the board of chatitios was established
to eifect a unity of managewent and to remove the charitable institutious to
sonie oxtent from government control. Expericnco had shown that the
worst feature of a mausgement was irrcaponsibility. This bill provides for
the alolition of the board. Some time ago the City Council objected %
the relations of the city aul government in zespect to tho public institu-
tions. Objactions to tho partnership arose also in the houss, many of the
menbors considering that Halifax was getting tho best of the bargain, and
80 it seemod bost that either the city or the government should havo full
control over the hospital. e was perfectly willing that it should pass oul
of the hands of the government, but did not think that the city would take
it ovor. e had no doubt that the hospital would be retained by tho gov-
ornment oventuslly and controlled by tho provisions of this bill.

Mr. Bell said that the hospital is now, unfortunately, of no use to the
Proviucs outside of Halifax by reason of tho action of the boar] of Chari-
tics. Conlidenco in the institution had Leen shaken by the policy of the
board, alleged to bo in diroct opposition to that of the government. If
their action could not bo prevonted, sowe chouge should cortsinly bo wale,
aud if the bill pro to abolish that board, and ostablish au uupaid and
respousible board, 1t would bo for the benelit of the Proviuce and would
roceive his support. Hoe did not deom it in tho interest of tho province fo
give up the hospital to the city, for tho province would soon be compelled
to erect a new building. He desired to see the old medical board restored
to the positions frown which they should never have been sjected.

Mr. Church considered that the board of charitics was responsiblo for
the trouble in the first place, but belisved that they were sctuated by the
desire to fulfill their duties carefully and well. )

Sposches were also made by Moussrs. Fraser, Corning, MacCoy, Hockin,
Munro, and Lengley.

The debato was then adjourned. ’ )

. Mr. Fiolding introduced a bill to change tho namb of the “ Nova Scolis




