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THE CRITI1UC. 7

|vou THE cRiTIO.|
UPWARD,

How long thise years of bondage
'Fliat atruggled to be free §

But ol ! at length they saug them,
Thoso songs of liberty,

How rnde that fetisch worship,
Those goda of wood and atone ¢

* How grand the pralee now walted,
fo T'ruth's eternal home!

Thro' pain and thye” privation,
Thro' turmoll, angd thro' strife,
'I'o day man slowly cliinbeth
Toward a nobler life.

Wiudsor, N, 5. AVONIAY,
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“ IMPERIAL LONDON."

Smirched with soot, splashed with mud, choked with fog, dopressed
with miles on miles of sombro streots, dwellers in Londun do not think
much of their city. They have hardly spirit to defend it ngaiust the con-
tawpt of bilivus Fronchmen : they growl st it thumnsolves. Nut very ofton,
it must ho confessed, do wo hear a good word spokon of it by the many
visitors who, nevortheless, seem to find it au sttraction.  Pohaps it iy do
us good to discover that horo and thera somebody can grow enthusiustiv
about it. In the Cultivator and Country Gentleman, of New York, thero
bas beon a sories of lottors from un American lsdy who apparently has gono
to Germany for tho sako of cheap and good cducation for her family. She
likes that country and its simplo and homely lite, though she has some
criticisms to pass on its narrowness of ideas und its subjection to Counts and
to police. At lnst sho comes to London, and sho heuds her letter with the
words wo havo quoted in the title of this article. It is only tho begiuniog
of a rhapsody of admiration :—* The fact ir, we soldom stop to wonder at
really great things. Who thinks, as he walks, of the immensity of the sun
or the heavons 1 So with London ; her influenco is 8o quietly potent over
the whole world, thut few stop to compare her with other citiss, But let
one be for a year or so moving sround the * two-and-six-penny’ big towas
of the Coutinent, aud then come to Londun! Sho so duzzles you by her
magnificence, and awes you by her giandour, that fura whilu it is almost
bruesthless astonishment.”

The nstonishment is so great that thd writer oven admires our streot
statues. The British Muscun. occupied her for a week ; and she felt at the
close of it, * What is the use of tryiug? 1f 1am to see anything clso of
London I must stop going there '  So she tinds bor way to South Kensing-
ton, and telle us that ¢ all the typical and industrinl and artistic collections
of the Contiunent do not give you what is Javished herm.” Next she goes to
Kow Gardens, and says, ¢ \Ve ure in the land of the lotus-cater; let us nover
mix with caro again ;" and after thres hours of steady walking through beds
of" flowars, hot-houses of vrchids amd rare exotics, palms and feins, she
consults her plun and finds sho has not gone over one-vighth of the ground t
Neoxt o Hampton Court and up tho river to Kingston. * Hero was another
sceno taken from some fairy-book.” Dut still more wonderful are the parks.
“In the contre of Loudou are parks whose immensity absolutely staggers
one's beliof. I will only refer to two, Hyde Park aud Regent's Park—one
a little over {00 acres, the othor a little under. In theso 1 did not see 4
single notice, ¢ Keop ofl' the Gruss ; all freo as air to the poorest,

One evening, aftor feasting my oyes on tho equipages and ovidences of
boundless wealth in Hyde Park’s ¢ Rotten Row,’ I strolled on a few
hundred feet alung the bauks of the charming ¢ Serpontiue’ Lake, when I
found myeelf iu a crowd of the voriest street Ambs ono could imagine—
hardly a pair of whole suspenders it two thousand ragged trowsers: As I
walked, wondering where this crowd cime from, a little urchin asked we
the timo, aud I told him half-past seven. ¢ Hurrah ! ho shouted, throwing
up his cap, and in less timo than I write a thousand or more of those waifs
wero splashing in tho water as naked as whon they were bora. Two jolly
policemen walked, laughing, among the crowd as they scampored in, and
boats stationed outside a ceriain line protected the bathers. A dolighifuy
sight it was | Whero, in Awmerica, have the poor such liberty 7 I think I
see in Contral Park the savage polico chasing tho littlo Arab if lie stops on
tho grass ; what would we think to have tho choicest part of the ¢ lake'
(ll):v}?te;l mornivg and ovening, oue hour, for the off-scouring of the city to

the

Then in Regent’s Park is an avonue noarly a mile long, one succession
of flower-buds whose heauty words cannot deecribe, not ouly open to all,
but with comfortablo arm-chairs and scats for any number.”, The police,
indeed, in their contrast to thoss of Now York and cven of tho Coutinent,
seci to have impressed hor very much. * Only an imperial city could form
such a homogenvous army. They actually sesm pressed in oto mould—
calm, attentive, answering in monosyllables directly to the point, thun away
attonding to somo othor inquirer. It was at all ties a 1eal dolight to watch
them governiug with kindness tho crowds under their carc—a contrast
’{,‘d‘;‘e‘}, to the brutal type of ruflians that too ofton act as policomen in New

ork.

. Then sho turns to the buildings. She spends hours in taking in from
different parts the beautics of St. Paul's Cathedral : “ Evon from a distance,
say Waterloo bridge, the domo rests so lightly that onmo would not bo
aurprxsefl to seo it {loat in the ajr., Yet who mentions it, or hearsa Londoner
praise it? So of the “ Royal Thames Embankment—a boulevard threo
miles loog ; cost 15,000,000 dols. ;" and endlesr other things,  any one
of which in another city would be considered sufficient to call it great’; but
here they are unnoticed or even criticised, becauss the city iteelf is so grand
that no special attribute scems great.” Thanks, kindly and gentle unknown

admirer ! You have looked om us with fricadly oyes, and have found out
in us tmoro morits than we have porhaps ; but still somo in which wo nmy
~when wo thiuk of it—honestly tako ploasuro and pride, You have dono
us good in reoalling to us that in our hugoe capitul we have a city that has
no cqual and that is worth all our offorts to mako it still mure wagnificent.
And may such a friondly spirit of appruciating what is good and great on
oach side of the Atlantic inspire all who from Groat Britain or from America
visit tholr sistor-lands.— St James' Gazellr,
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OUR COSY CORNER.

———

~ 'The taste for crowding rooms with all sorts of ornamonts, bric-a-brac
and knick-knacks is on the wane.

To provout dresses being croased in packing them, placo papor between
the folds.

Ribbon is the mge for decoration.

A placo for a bow is found upon
nearly ull atticles of furniture.

To mend chiva or broken enrthenwaro tako « very thick solution of gum
arabic in water and stir into it plaster of-Puris uutil the mixture becomes of
the consistuncy oi cream, apply with a bruth to the broken edges of tho
waro and join together, In threo days the articlo cannot be broken in tho
samo place,

T'o tako rust out of steol, rub the stec) with aweot oil, in a day or two
rub with fincly powdered unslacked lime until the rust all disappoars, then

vil again, roll in woellen and put in s dry place, ospecinlly if 1t be tablo
cutlery. 4

A fabric has been patented which is mido insect proof by steoping in a
wolution of tobaccu and eascarilla bark micorated in bevzine, then drying
and steeping in tobacco, cassarills bark and hot water, the fabric to bo used
in trunk linings, etc., as a protection from uloths or other insects,

Kirciiey WarLs.—The walls of a kitchen should always be painted,
and a light color is to he preforted. They wiil need washing twics a year,
or at the most every thico months. 1f thoy are plastered or kalsomined, it
is a good plan to tack clean newspapers just back of the tubs and table, to
protect the wall as much as possible.

Wasiixe Ksierep Siux.—Tae following is recommended as a goed
method of washing knitted silk articles, Dissolve a moderate quantity of
white Castile suap in warm water. Squeeze the articles through water; never
rub until thoy look clean, rimse in clear, cold water and lay in a coarse
tuwel. Roll the towel up with the articles insido and twist until thay are
naarly dry. Stretcl in shape and leave iu a dark room uotil nearly dry.
Take a soft piece of flagnel, and rub in one direction until perfectly dry.
Nuver use an iron.

A Sorr Quirt.—If coarse hen and turkey feathers aro stripped up the
two side plumes from tho stem, and thrown into a bag, and tho bag 18 rubbed
hard between tho haunds, or on a wash-board, the plume massed together
into a delicate downy substance, much of which can be usod in lining com-
forters that will bo found warm and light. A writer in “ Harpor's Bazaar”
says that such comforters are equal to oider down coverlets.

Frostep Peacnies —Twoelvo large, ripe peaches, freo stoues, whites of
three ogas whisked to a standing froth, two spoousful water, one cup
powderod sugar. Put water aud beaten eggs together, dip in each peach,
when you have rubbed off the fur and rolled in powdered sugar. Sot
carefully upon tho stem oud upon white paper laid ou a waiter in a sunny
window. When half dry roll again in sugar. Expose to the sun and
Lreezs until dry, then put in a cold, dry place until rendy to arrange in o
glass dish for table.
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A BIG THIMBLE.

As atule the vast numbser of articles invented for faminine use and
ornamont undergo an illimitable change in form and style, according
as that wondorful dame fashion——or rather her prime ministors—dictates,
but tho career of the thimble has beon less ecrratic than that of any
other article. The thimble was a Dutch iuvention of a very early dato, and
came into general use thers in those days when Holland was a mighty
vation. Its first introduction into England was made in the year 1695 by
cunning craftsman named John Lofting, who soized on the idca and set up
what was then considered a 'rge manufactory—a small store-room and an
open shed—at Islington, London. Tho juvontion specdily csught the
public tasto, und for somo timo overybody bought thimbles for ornamont,
not for use. Thorein Johu Lofting giined oxceeding profit. But when its
advantage as an article of assistance in needle work camo to be recognized,
hunor and profit combined to make John Lofting swealthy, and, of course,
other sand improved manufactorics spoedily followed.

It was first known as a thumble, from tho words thumbd and bel}, and all
records say that it was originally concoivable that it could have been of
much ue- there. Then they wore made only of brass and iron ; now weo
hlavo soen Jhem composed of steel, silver, gold, horn, ivory, pearl, and even
glare.

But it bas remained for the King of Siam to autstrip all competitors,
Having seon the English and Americay lsdios at his court using thimbles,



