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The servant of God was asa uin dead toall thungs, a man m whom
unture 1o Jouger dared 1o shiow atseil, nor put forward the least clunn
u mun whose life was wholly supernat-nal, celestinl divine, who
thougnt, spubke, aud aeted as it be ad been of o baebier mtare o nan
to whot vittue biad become s naturnd eleient whose hfe  was G,
whose soul atd centre was Jesas Corste Do prayer hie loohed hike an
angel | ut the altar hike a seraph, wm lus contuet he was traly an
Apostohe man, i triibulation hie wasaoothn v Jou, m proverty a Tobias,
ih abandonment to Providence a Franeis of Assast an the rigours of
penauee a seeond Abbe de Ravce . the pracuee of obedience o new
Dositheus , m the «xereise of every sirtue a perfect disetple of Jesus
Chnst, buch was Vencrable de fa Salle - such s Ins true portraat,

Until 1734 the body remumed 11t tivsg resting place, when it was
exhutued and placed i the ebureh Brothers had buily at thor house
at 5t You.  u 1798 a cevolntion wab brabe open the tomb. ba left
the tomns almost 1tact They were agwin esbaned when the
Canse of Ctionisation was begur, and hnatly, m 1881, they were re-

‘moved to the cinpc b o the B Cacrs beardine: sehoal at Rouen, where
thiey will retnun antal tie fisad Canunsittion,

Between the date of the death of s Foundor and 1573 the Iu-ttate
had mne dSuaperens  Duning the adwinstranon of the first, 0 was
sustained |, duriig the adooni-tration of the seeond, 1t Wi ezt nded
over Irance, wua tecoguisen By the ot and the Papaes during
the aduntustiation ot the tnd, oL wae coativmied  during that of the
toarth, its vdacativnal scope was vobarged, 8 adinaustrative sy stemn
unproved | duriog that of the figth, 1t was cut dawn - under the pro
vstonad ride of @ Vicar Genoral st revived - dunne the wlimmsiranon
ol the siath daperar, st Loaghe the tovernment and tetinphed. it
wWats centrabised at Pares | durnng the adnustration of the seventh,
i derveluped quietly | dunng that ot the ewghith, 1 agam wudened ity
cducational seope . durmy that of the mnth, 1t onev more withstood
the Guvermment, spread over lautope, mto Asat, Afoea, and the Now
Woild, weathered the Comnrane, aud was transtuttte | tlounishhuy
¢ ndition Lo v v day.  In thie course of this perod it ovigimated?
the pruesple ol the buarding sehoot, the commercial and techmeal
school, the free hibrary, aud the evemmy school.  Such 15 the skeleton
of the Brothers Justory i moden tnnes.

On Brother Bartholomew, who had been apponted Superior dunng
the Fouudet = hite, fell the sofe responsibihity of the Institute after hus
deathr.  He secrus to have been a kimdly, gentle soul, with no very
couspicuons adinnnstrative gniahties, or, for that natter, defects;
under whom the Instinite remamed stationpary.  Ths cluef tile to
remembeance s that he guarded 1taganst Jansemsm @ and Ins deatl,
after a rule of only furnteen month, trausferred the Superiorshp to
Lrother Fimothy. Flie new Sapertor proved a very able admimstrator.
His first achievement was toobtaon from Lows XV the officsal vecog-
muon of the Congregation ; and this was followed by recognition from
the itoly See.  Lhe Bull ot January 26th, 1725, included the Insutute
among the Religous Consroga wn o, anda: povedits Rule. After these
recogmitions the Institate extended 1ts network all over France.  Be-
tween 1728 aud 1731 no fewer than seventy two fresh foundations
were nmde 1 various parts of the kingdom. Brother Claude, the next
Superior, had an uneventlul rule of xnteen years . and Ins suceessor,
Brother Florence, distinguished himself principally by removing the
Iusutute to Parts, and dividing 1t into three Provinees.  When, m
1777, he was tollowed by Drother Agathon, that Revolution was ap-
proachimg amdst which the whole esghteenth century, votten artiticial
structuro that it was, may be said to have erushed wito lames.  With
the old order winel then reilded place to uew, the Brothers of the
Chrisuan Schools neither disappeared nor changed ;. and the better
to appreciate thns, let us here note something of what they bad
accomplished when the age was nearmyg its impenitent end.

o tue primary schools, for which the Insutute was founded. had
been added boarding schools.  To the boarding school, indeed, the
Brothers gave a larger and more mtelhigeut form.  They had sunply
wvented techmea! educatim, which we are nowadays acclaiming as
if it were o new discovery. At Bordeaus, for mstance, i 1744, they
had opened acommercnd schoctfor teaching everything connected with
trade. At Vannes the Brothers tanght mathematies and hydrography,
wraned salors m navigation, and  gavespecial mstruction to pilots.
At Cabors they taughtarehiteciure and plammetry : at Castres practical
geotnetry, surveyg, wad double-entry book-keeping; at Cherbourg
horticulture and gardemng. At Paris they opened a drawing class for
children destined to professions requing skill i design. Al this in
an age when classical study was as tyrannieal as it 15 now'in danger
of being neglected,  [hey published school Gooks of a practical and
unpedantic kind : indeed. at Montauban they established a free eircu-
lating library of sehool Laoke  This is the first asseiti.u of that prin
ciple wlach Lus devddeped into the Pied Ll anovenentof our own
day. As regards thur methods: they insisted on the importance of
combinng mere instruction with trawing, observed the rule of moder-

ate work and avoidance of overstudy, and relied for the preservat
of discipline as much as possible upon persunsion and Rindue
Blessed de In Salle had wished t5 mintumse the use of the rod and «
ferula , Ius successors hnd cavefully rostricted and vregulated 1t , finai.
in 1777, corporal punishimeut was abohished i the Christian Scho
We have not quite inansged that yet, even in these days of humain
wmsm,  the days whieh lave seen & DonBose..  But
of 1t then, m a centary when flogging was almost o buauch of po.
leaviang, when Sie Roger spoke with bated brenth Of the great
who had tlogged lus grandfather, and the Bally Bowyer was aly
saperstitionsty reverenced by the tingpirad eliarty boy™ whow
hatd =0 often thvashed'  They wmstituted also pubhie exgmnat
Lefore the distribution of prizes. At these exnnnations, whiely Lo
i the first year  f Brother Flovenee's saperiogship, the chilidren w
questioned by priests in religions knowte 3¢ aud by laymen on secq
sabyeets.  Here we see anticipated the modern system of *lay
ceetesiastical wspection, and the effeet s desenibed as exeelient.
timsh this review of the lusitate on the eve of the Revolution
numbered, 1 1778, 760 masters, under whom were 114 houses,
elasses, amdi 81,000 chuldren,  Brother Agathon, the new Supe
was oliliged o dovble s assistants to fonr . and added 1o the a0
nsticate at Rowen three othiers  of whieh the one at Augers is i
mn the dlustratwon.

[he Revolation began.  Tlhie mob vushied to the Bastidle, and o
Listory © the Mamster rushed to the King, and mude a phiase
ws b enard |, e Ioghishowght, perhiaps, have made the history
conbd bardly bave wale the pprase.  George L anler such car
stances would probubly bave smd = Eh, what?  What? Wha
Fue Minaster bave replied -« Deuced awkward business, sire ! s
there anend  But weross the Channel aetors in great nstovcal eve
alwuys say the dramatically right thing at the dramatically 1.
wontent, even «f someone has to vent 1t for them afterwards.
that Lhean oancais all the mea and women are deed players o
play to u cirele of nations, and make their points with unfailing ne
ness.  So the revolt which was more than a revolt began . und wi
shouid the Brothers of the Chrisuan Schools uneed to fear from
We nerdeil the free educators of the people to fear from the champ:
ot freedom and the people » The precursors of the Revolution |
shown tae lustitnte why 1t had to fear.  Voltaire, the Apostle
Fyuahty and Fratermty who snid of the people . * They are hke one
they onty need s spur, a yoke, and some hay ""—Voltare und .
diseiples had aroused publie preju-hice against populer education,
Chalotais, procureur general to the Parhoment of Rennes, friend
D’Alembert, and author of the notoricus Compte-rendu des constitut:
des Jesuit s —La Chalotais distinguished the [nstitute by Ins enm
**Men, said he, * who are only mtended to handle the plane and:
fiie ought not to be taught to veadand write.  Tho brothers by g,
them educavion, are rnining everything.” De Langourla, anou
ductrinaire at Rennes, had exelaimed : * We must, as I said to the ki
hant out those lynorantins, those Brothers with the long sleeves, 1,
Jdesus rebukes in the person of the Pharisees; for the rascals te
people to handle the pen, which issuch a dangerous weapon in cert
hands.”  And on simnlur grounds had a magistrate of Arles oppe.
thew foundation there, ** If once the Brothers begin to teach read.
aud vriting gratartously, all the inhabitants will send their cluld
te thew ; and these children, instead of being accustomed to hard w.
from tueir tender years will grow up unfie for it.”” Hus not thi-
strangely familiar sound 2 By such arguments has popnlar educat,
bzen opposed m our own day. With such arguments it was i
opposed by the preachers of equality, when the educators happer
to be Christisn Religious.

Yet the Revolution, when it broke out, did nat at once proceed
attack the Chaistian Schools. The new authorities lacked seen
schoolmasters, und accordmgly houses charged with public educat
were ut first exempted from the decrees against the Religious Orde

But m March 1791, professors engaged in public educatio:
functions were roquired to tuke the civil oath; which, of course, ¢
Brothers were bound in conscience to refuse. At Rennes they we
consequently thrown into prison ; while in many places the mov n
against them. and the schools were taken from them. At other pla
the popular feeding protected them. ¢ Without the Brothers.™ asi
the Municipality of Chartres, ** what will become of the children
the poor? Who will teach them ¢ They pleaded that they w.
not inblic functionaries : but in August, 1792, a decree of the Natior
Assembly decided their fate.  On the ground that <t a really free S:.
cannot suffer in its midst any corporation, even that which, dever
tu public ingtraction, has deserved well of the nation," the Brothe
of the Christian Sclicols were formally suppressed. 'Their sche
were broken into, the Brothers turned out, their books torn to shre
alphabets destroved, the children let loose, the lights put ont ¢
with this putting out of lights, physical anfl figurative, was the en

‘The King: ®but—but this is 8 revolt!” The Minister: = Mire, it
revolution !
enhightenment and knowledge inaugurated.  The Cungregation cea:
to exist. The Brothers dispersed, and engaged in secular calhr.
mostly as public or private tutors. Brother Agathou, the Supep.
under g secular disguise gained bis scanty living in Paris as teuc.
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