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NEWS QF THE WEEK.

Tag storm of Thuraday last was the most
severa ono of the year. It blew a perfect
hurricune the whole day, doing an immenso
amonnt of damago to life and property. It
was particularly severs in the neighbourhood
of Richmond and Carleton Place. Several
houscs woro blown down, otheis unroofed,
bricks from chimnies flying.through tho air
in all directions, and making a perfect reck
of telegraph poles thereby cutting off all
interconrse with the outer world. Loud
Boreas rulod supreme, It is said thatat
Carleton Place piles of sawn Inmber sere
carried through the air like bits of paper,
and one man was seriously injured by a
falling bo.rd. Anothier man named Alex,
McRes, while in the act cf closing the dow
of Mr. Byer's barn, Richmond road, wis iu-
stantly Iutled by the door being violently
swung open by the tetion of the wind strik.
ing him o fearfu! blow on the Lead. Tha
casuslities in and arcund Ottawa aro too
numarous to pacticaluise. We doubtless
shall hear moro of its doings when the tele-
geaph gets again into ope-ation.

This year has been mora than unusually
prolific in marine disasters, and its close is
nmarked by the loss of the Ville de Hacre, by
which two hundred and twenty persoas have
perished. The Ville de Hatre, a large and
taeguificently fitted steamer, plied betveen
New York and Brest, At twoo'clock on ths
morning of the 23wd of November she came
into collision with tho. British ship Lockewrn
from Glasgow, and sunk in ten minutes,
being only time tosavo eighty-seven persons,

The President of the United States has
presented his annual Message to Congress.
He begins by referring to the financial crisis,
and that tho relations of the United States
with other nations continue to be frieadly
and cordial. He then refers to the settlement
of the Aalabama and other claims by the
Generaand Washington conventions growing
out of the Iate Southern rebellion, and re-
commends the appointment of n special
oourt to consist of three Judges who shall
be empowered to hear and determine all
oleims of alicns upon the United States aris-
ing out of acts committed ageinst their per-

son or property during the insurrcction. The
next subject of importanco is thatof the cap-
fure of the Virginius, by Cuban authoritics,
and of the scttlement of the difficulty with
the Spanish government; and asserts his
S conviction that the existence of African
slavery in Cuba is the principal cause of the
troubleous condition of the island.!’ Sug.
gests a better method of electing the Presi
dent and Vice President of the nation—the
establishments of Clearing Houses, and to
secure # lasrger proporlion of the Carrying
Trade—thie revision nnd codification of the
Tariff lawa, and the opening of more Miats
for coining money—the necessity of the Navy
being increaged and put in a better condi-
tion for sea rervice—recommends tho repesl
of the Bankrupt law so far as it provides for
unvoluntary bankruptey on accaunt of the
suspension of paymeni. ‘Theso constitute
the principal items shadowed forth iu the
Message.

The Quebec Legislature was opened on
the 4th, and that of British Columbia is sum-
mond {or the ISth.

Since our last, the following additional
members of the Cabinaet have been alected
The Hon. Isaac Burpee, Minister of Customs ;
Hon. R. J. Cartwright, Minister ot Financa.

During the investigation into the loss of
the steamer SBacarian, tho ladies’ maid sware
positively th .t the lurge boat, in which was
the piot, Nuyoleon Dulour, and several
Freachmen, was rowed away without making
tho slightest attempt to save auy one; also
that it only took fivo minutes to bail out the
boat, and that it would have held more.
She was in the Loai, and the water only
camo over her boots. Tho evidenco of Mr.
Parmenter, Toronto, was to the same efect
All the witnesses testify to the suddcuness
of the disaster. Communication between
the two ends of the vessel was entirely pre
vented, which added to the confusion.

It is said thero is @ largo emigsation f{rom
the United States to Manitcba.

A firm in Montreal has this season shipped
30,000,000 feet of lumber to Monte Video.
Buenos Ayres, and 20,000,020 fect to the
United States.

A considerable portion of the surveying
forca in the Northwest has been discharged

for the wintor, on nccount of the exhauation
of the appropriation, although the Govern-
ment are retaining as many us possibie, {or
whiah n supplemeutary estimate will have
to be obtained.

A deputation from Manitoba is coming to
Ottnea 1o negotiate with the Dominion Gov.
ernment for the enluzement of the ¢ Prairie
Provinee.' in necord mee with an act passed
by its local Legislature at its Iast session. It
is propused 1o extend the Province cxsgward
to the boundry of Qntario, which is yot un
dofined, antl also to the north and south for
a considerable distance.

A report trom the Cape Const says anoth.
er engagement has taken place with the
Ashiantees. in whicli 40 Englistusan and t
tive auxiliaries were killed and wounided.
The Ashantees boldly attacked the Peitish
position, hutwere diiven off.

The Diitish  Government experiences
great diflicuity in obtaining recruits for the
army.

The Washington corrospondent of the
Boston Jonrnal siys that army officers, ra
turned fiem the Yellowstone expedition.
report that the greater portion of the land
near the the line of the Norther Pacificis
valueless.

Staaley, of Alrizwin watori=ty  siiled ro.
cently, usa correspandent of the Londun
Times, for the west const of Africe, taking
with bim a large steam launch. .

During the recent Lurricane at Tortugar,
West Indies, it i3 gaid a solid bLarof irou?
weighieg 1,800 pounds, was cartied 200 yards
aver the parapet of the fort. o

The sardine tiskerics in France ut present
employ 20,000 sailora ::nd some 18,000 weu.
women and children on lind 0 prepate the
fish for market.

Fully two-thirds of the wrilers on the New
York pressare under thirty-fiveyeursof ngo,
and neasly one-half aro scarcely thicty,

Captain Cameron, of {{. M. North Ameri-
can Boundry Commission, and Lieut, Col-
onel French Comnmussioner of the North

West Police force, reached Si. Paul, Minn.,
on the 5th en route for the uum(otn.

By late advices from Fort Garry, Manitola,
we regret to learn of the total destruction
by fire of the Patlisment Buildugs; notling
having being saved but the books,



