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SAVING AMMUNITION.

Ror thore was one lesson which might
have baeen learned in tho war, which yet was
not, Neither side seemed to give it a
thought; and it wag res~:ved for the sober,
philosophic German to teach itto us in 1870,
‘This lesson, the most valuable of all, is how
to save your ammuuition,

General von Moltke, to whose genius the
brilliant results of the campuigns of Sadowa
and Sedan are owing, is the first man in
high places who has had tho wisdom to profit
by experience in this matter.

The saving of amwmunitior:, il cver fully
oarried out in modern warfare, will bo found
to be the greatest revolution since Leopold
of Dessau introduced tho iron ramrod.

The fault of wasting it is the crying sin of
modern armies. It is the commonest thing
in the world to see officers on the line of
battle encouraging their men to wiste am-
munition. “Firo away, boys !’ *Give'om l
bell” “Theat'sit!" “Give it to’em! is the
shout of almost overy oxcited man on the
skirmish line; and the officers, having no
- rifles, do nothing but yell to the men to fire
faster.

What is the consequence? Ninety nine
bullats out of a hundred fired in action are
fired at pandom. A dismounted man goes
on the line with twenty rounds in his box,
and perhaps forty or sixty more crammed in l
his pockets. Tho line fights for an hour
and a half; and at the end of that time the
cry arises, “Fall back!? ¢ Wo uars out of
ammunition”

. West Pointers, men who never have been |
in the ranks, may scout the idea I am about
toadvance; but I am convinced that. in \
nins cases out of ten, anofficer of d’smount
ed cavalry fighting on foot, would do well to
borrow o earbine and sling from one of the
horseholders, instead of taking a sabro with |
him. In every dismounted skirmish line I
have seen the less company officers interfer
red with it the better 1t got on. The_best,
officers on askirmish line Iremewmber aliways |
borrowed o carbino to use; and the men
Jollowed them. Sword-armed officers are
100 apt to get behind the line, and shout to
the mon tu * go on,” instead of being well

up with them. An officer taking « carbine,
and carrying only a few rounds of :ummuni-
tion, will better realizo the nocessity of sav-
ing it.

If a prize wore oftered to the man who
should maintain his post on the skirmish
line, and bring out by the end of the cam-
paign the largest average number of cart-
ridges in each battle, I am fully convinced
that the regiment adopting such a system
would kill more enemies and -« bo twice as
much dreadod as under the random system.

But, as in the case of sharp sabres, before
mentioned, although everybody admuts the
truth, practically 1t is sot at nanght It is
woll enough to deplorg the waste, but no
ono seems 0 try to remedy it, or at least no
one did till Yon Moltke What ke has dopo
by his reform the world knors.

If every general officer in our service
would enjoin upon his bLrigadiers to en
force the saving of ammunition upon their
different regiments, the gain in efficiency
would bo cuormous. Thorioral effect of an
army which reserves its fire till sure of its
aim is something wondertul, whether in at
tack or defence: and the corresponding
weakness of cn eneray which begins to fire
at long ranges is equally marked.

If regiments drawing tho smtllest quan-
tity of ammunition, and still holding their
position, were praised in general orders, the
emulation would be, we aro convinced, pro-
ductive of unmixed good. Forty rounds of
ammunizion ought to bwe enough for any
cavalry skirmisher, if he figlts from daylight
till dark; and a regiment announcing itself
“ out of ammunition " in the thick of afight
out to bo severely censured in brigade, di-
vision, and corps orders, even wlule the am
munition was supplied,

[ write from practical experience. Il
on the skirmish lino at Cold Harbor,inJdune,
1864, when infantry and cavalry attacked us
for several hours. I knew well that, during
all that time, I could not get 1:d of more
than twenty shots, aimed at anything cev-
tain. Bullets wero flying about, but they
were fircd at randora. A knot of cool hands
lay on the ground near mae, each by lus h
tlo pile o rails; and ash t about once ina
minute, with a ’lox.g steaay aim at the puils
of the enemy’s smoke, was all that we could
manage conscientiou$ly. At the same timeo
a terrible fighting was going on at our right,

' as if a corps of infantry were engaged ; and

then, the first wo "knew, men were falling
back there ¢ out of ammunition.”

Again and again have I scan the same
thing—men roserving their fire, coming to
tho rescue of the squandorers, to be re-
proached by those squandcrers for having

“done nothing, while we were fighting su
perior numhers,” A beaten man always ling
an oxcuse.

But these * out-of-ammunition” fellows
have often gnt better men into grave penl,
by falling back, and thus leaving a gap for
the o1 emy to occupy. 1 have seen the whole
of a brigade forced into a retreat, and the
loss of many prisoners, from the ailure of a
single reg'ment in this manner. It was at
Trevillyan Station, near Gordonsville, Vit
ginia we were fighting on fuot, and before we
viere aware of it, o force of tho enemy was
in our sear, aned firmg into the led hores.
Ouly the appioach of darkuness saved many
of us my~elt in the nuwmber, from eapture,
and 1lost my horse and had to zo on foot
until | eaptured another.

(To be continued.)

A CornrsposbesT of the London Standard
at Versailles romarks: ** L have been thrown
a good deal amongst Prussian cavalry ofhi.
cers. who one =nd all agree that tho cavalry
shoutd be, as formerly. ba divided into three
claxses— Yeavy, medmm, and light. The
light ¢ valy shiould be armed, 1n additon to
their sword, with the very best rifled car-
bine, ad Le trained to serve as well on foot
as horse soldiers—to be modelled, in fact,
on the dragoon of former days. The lan.
cers should formn the medium class—that is
to <av. he vy, powerfulmen, hghtly equipped
and the hiewy hr mch of the service should,
as proviously, remon cuirassiors.  There i3
no Jdoubt thit of some the mest smpoit.
ant and cffective charges made by the Ger-
mans during this war have been carried out
by their cuirassiers. ‘That the victory of
the Germuns at V.onville was decided by tha
chsrgo of the Seventh cuirassiers is well
known  lhey lost, it is true. 220 out 230
sihres, whio went into the action, and fifty
of these were killed on the fiekt: but an
officer of the corps. on whom devolved tho
painful duty of picking out and identifying
the dead, told mo that in no single instunce
had 2 cuirass been picrced by a rifle builet.
That a charge of cuirassiers has o certan
demoar dizing offect on infantry, foot soldiers
allow It sewls a certain erceping coldness
throngh the Loldest, which does not tend to
steady their aim.”

In the Government measure before the
Reitis] Paiti iment, intioduced by M. Card:
well, a clause has Leen mserted 1o enable
the State to acquire the raulways in the same
way that it used to have powaer to pussess
itself of the telegrapls, so that tho whole
communications of country might 4t once,
in case of emergency, be made uso of for
military purposes.



