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benefitL te En gland. Let tho wlîole powerof
the nation be now turned to the best mode
of welding togetlier for the future the
%,arious parts etfflic British Empire. Aftcr
some remarks from Mr. Fowicr, M.P., and
otliers, the followîng res4olution, movcd by
Sir John Lubbock, was adopted:

"ITbat this meeting, appreciating higbly
tic importance of the colonial position of
lji, Britisli Empire, desires to sec the rela-
tions betWcen the mother country and oui,
colonies maintaincd and impreved."

WI{AT l-IAS HAPPENED IXr CANADA
13EFORE NOWT.

TIE (GREAT PAÂRTHQUAýKE OF 63
'Ve're-pi-educe from the Relation des

.frs-ifes the following description of an cx-
traor(Iinaiy earthquakc in 1663:

OnU the t' fFebruary. 1663, about. haIt'
past five o'clock in the morning, a great
rushing noise w'as be.ard throughonut the
wbolo cixtent of' Canada. The noise caused
the people to run out eof their bouses into
the streots. as if tiei- habitations haîd been
on fire; but inistead of flanies and amoke
thoy woi-e snrprised to sec tho walls reoling
backwarda and foî'wards, a nd the atones
nieving, au if thcy weredcetachcd from ecd
ether. Tbe belîs sodindect by tic repeated
shocka. The roofs of' thc buildings bent
down, fl,,st on one ide and thon on the
otier. The imbers, rat'ters and p1anka
cracked. Tic eartlî trembled violon tlY and
caused the stakea ofth te palisade# and pail-
inga to danîce in a manner that wvould have
b een ineredible liad we flot actually seen it
in many places. IL was at this moment
that every one ran eut of doors. Then werc
to ho seen animals flying in every direction,
ebjîdren cîying ind screaming in the streets,
nmen and ivomen, seized witlî affright, stood
horror struck with the dreadt'ul scene ho-
fore thern, unable to move, and ignornnt
Where te fly for refuge from the tottering
walls and trembling carth, which threaten-t
cd every instan t te cruali them te dcath, oî-
to sink theni into a prot'ound andi unnîcasur-
atble abyss. Sorne thrcwv thomacîlvos on
their kuces into the snowv, croasing their
breasts and calling upontheir sints te re-
lieve tliem froni the (langerrs with wbicli
tliey woro surroundcd. Others passed the
i'est of this drcadt'ul niglit in prayer, for the
carthquake ccased net, but continued at
short intervals. witb a certain undulatîng
impulse, resembling the waves of the ocean,
and the sanie qualnîishi sensations, or sick-
lies at the atomach, was foît during the
Shocks as is exp.erienced in a vesse] igL sea.

Tbe violence et' thioearithquake ivas great-
est in tie foresta, whcre iL appeared as if 1
there %yas a batle raging between Lhe trocs,1
for net only their branches were dostroycd,t
but aeon their trun1ks are waid te have beehC
(Ietached fromi their places and dasiedc
against each other with inconceivable vie-1
lence and confusin-se mu~ci se, tbat tiec
Indians in their figurative manner of Spaak-.
ing.' declared tlîat al the foresta were idrunk- 0 The war aise seemed te be carriedf
on betw een the moun tains, someaet' whichr
Nvere terri frorn theit' beci and .thrownî upona
Othersi eaving immense ehaani in tic places1
frorn whence they had- issued, and the veryc
trees witi which they were côverd sunkE
down leaving onâly ilheir tops above the sur-a
face (,f *tic oaîth; others. were cempletlyc

Ortiuî'ned, their branchies buried in thec
Oirthi, anîd the î-oets only î-omaining abovet
grouid. During this general wreck of na-rture, tho ice, upwvards of siX feet tiick, was1
le'nt and tbrown Up in. large pieces, and%
trern thé pening-sin many parts, tlîeîe is.
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sued thick elouda of smoke, or fountains et'
dirt, and sand, wbici spouted Up te a vcry
censiderablo height. Tho apringa were
cither cheked up or impregnated witli sul-
pbur-nany rivera were totally lest; ethers
were diverted from their course, and tlîeii'
waters entiî-oly corrupted. Some ef' themn
bocamo yellow, others rod, and the great
river St. Lawrence appeared cntirely white
as far down as Tadousac. This extraerdinary
phonomenon must astonish those who knew
the size et' the river, and immense body et'
water in varieus parts, wbicli must, bave re-
quired such an abundance et' nîatteî- te
whiten iL. During the earthquakie maîîy
plainly saw the stakes et' the picketing or
palisades jump up as if they had been danc-
ing) and tbat of two deora in the sanie -ovm
one opened and the other sbut et' their. own
accord ; that the chimneys rand topa ef the
lieuses beni. like branches et' treesi agitated
with the wind ; that %îhen they went te
walk tiey felt thc earth following theni, and(î
rising at every stop they took, semetimes
aticking againat tlie soles et' their feet and
other thinga in a very forcîble and surprising
mann or.

Prom ibhree Rivera, tliey write thiat tie
firstshock ivas the most violent, and cern
menced witi a noise î-esembling thunder.
The lieuses werc agitated in the sanie man-.
ner as the tops of trocs during a tempest,
wîtlî a noise as if tire iv.îs crackling tin the
gairots. The sheck la3ted haîf an heur or-
raLlier botter, though iLs greateat force ivas
pî-eperly net more than a quarter of an
heur; anîd ive believe there ivas net aisinglo
abock whicli did net cause the earth te oen
cither more or leas.

As-for the reat, ive have remarked thitt
thougi this earthquatke continued almost
ivithout, intermission, yet iL was net alivays
eof an equal violence. Sometimes iL vas like
Uic pitching of a large vessel whichi dragged
heivily at lier anchois: and iL was this mo-
tion that occasioned many te have a giddi-
ness in their heaids anîd qualmialinesa at
their stomachs. At ether timea the motion
was hurried anîd irregular. creating sudden,
jerks, some of which were oxtremely violent,
but the moat cemmon wvas a ahiglit trenîu-
louas niotion, which occuî-red frequcntly,
ivith littie noise.

Many ut' the Fr-ench inhabitants and In-
dians, wàîo were eye-witnesses te the scene,
state tl1zýt a great way up the river et' Trois
Rivieres, about cighteen nmiles below Que-
bec, the huisl wbich berclred tic river on
either aide, and wbich wero of a prodigious
hîciglit, wveoterni(.'-rom their founidations,
and plunged into flic river-, causing it te
change itâ course, and spread itacîf evor a,
lai-go tract et' land recently cleared; the
breken earth muxed with the waters, and
for se-vet-al montha chaiiged tii, celour et'
the gr-oat river St. Lawrence, inte which that
et' Treois Rivieres disembogues itacîf. In the
course of thîs vielent convulsion et' nature,
lakea appectred whei-e none ever existed lie-
fore; mountLins wcre overthrown, swallew.
cd up by the gaping carti, or precipitatted
into adjacent rivera, lcaving ini their place
friglitfui chasma or level, plains; t'alla and
rapids were cbanged. inte gentle streama,
and gentle streams into faîls and i-apids.
Rivera in many parts of' the country zeught
ether beda, er totally disappearedi. The
earth and the meuntains mvas entirely split
and rent in innum erable places> crcdting
chasma and precipices whose deptlis have
nover yet been ascertained. Such devasta-
tien was aise occasioned ini the woeds that
more than one thousand acres in our neigh-
beurbood were completely ovcirturned; awi
wbere but a short tinie beforo nething miet
the eye but &in immense forcit et' trocs, noiv

were to be seen extensive cleared landa, ap.
parently cut up by the piough.

At Tadousac (about 150 miles below Que.
bec on the north side) the effeot of the eartb.
qu.ake was not less violent than in other
p)laces ; and such a heavy shower of volcanie
ashes fell in that neigbbourhood, particular.
]y in the river St. Lawrence, that the waters
were as violently agitated as during tbe tem.
pest. Near St. Paul's Bay (about 50 miles
below Quebec on the north aide), a moun-
t tin, about a quarter ot' league in circuna-
ference, situatcd on the shore of the St.
Lawrence, was precipitated into the river,
but, as if it lrnd only made a plungo, it rose
from the bottoru and became a small island,
forming with the shore a convenient barber,
wel shel terecl frorn ail winds. Lower down
the river towards Point Mlouettes, an enhire
foreat eof considerable extent was loosened
from the main bank and slid into the river
St. L'îwrence, whero the trocs, took freali
root.

T1here are tliree circunistances, howev.r,
whichi have rendered this extraordinary
earthquake particularly remarkable: the
firat is its duration, having con tinued frorn
February to August, that la to say more
than six months almost without intermis
sion.

"If," says the Pail Mail Gazette, 'lRussia
should crowd us to the wall in Asia, what a
prctty pickle England would be in." 0f late
years the power of Russia lias been rapidly
incrcasing. bier matertal resources baving
been devcloped as civilisation pressed over
ita bordera, and the policy of' its government
becamo more European than Asiatie. One
aeventh of the land of the globe is liera ;lier
population is about 75.000,000 souls, and
only her western border lias tobe defended.
The Russian regular army is mnor'tlian800,-
000 muen on a war footing; the armay of the
reserve is 126,925, and ot the second reserve
.)00,000. Besides these are the Coasacks,
who, in lieu of taxes to the goverument,
rendet- military service. Russia bhas improv
ed wcapons, 700,000 breecli loading rifles.
and abundant artillcry. In 1869 iLs navy
consisted of 290 steamers. with 2,205 guns ;
twenty-nine aailing vesseis, with aixty-five
guns; twenty-four ironclada, with one hun-
dred and forty-nine guns; and a force of
more than 60,000 sailera. Proii this it is
evident howv formidable a foc ahe would be
and how much she lias done since the Cri,
nican war.

DISTANCES IN FRANCE.
The New York Commercial bas collected

froru Europcan sources tlie following table
of' distances, whicli ahould be preserved foi.
reference. Tlhe distance frorn Paris te

Strasbeuir, ........... 12
Rhcuinis ............ 9
Thionville---------...211
Nancy-----------.. L)(
Bar leIDuc.-.-.......-lix
Clualots-----------.... 7
Eprray------------. 8
Vitry le Vielle-...117

SoIsSss............ iS
'rouit--------------...199
Vitre le Frana-u. .. i
Charleville......... 11
Lenguyen---------...214
Moinmedy--------....201
Chauvency-.....197
Fontoy ............. 215
Sedlan .............. 170.
Hayange ........... 210.
flazatilles............174
Pierru-pont ......... DM
V es 1 .......... ..... 2(0
(Jarigan ............ 191
I)unclery----------...18
Blondy .............- ,(
Esbiy ...... . ....... .-
Lc ....uu ..-..
Laguuy iurgu
Challes ..... ........
NoISy le- sou ......

Grctz--------------21:Il
Lu.ugueviile-. ... W,
Flimbein...... -- 59
Elerme.----...-.....--
Troyes.. ............ aIW
Chnunoit .......... 162
Matheuse .......... 391

'Belfort............. ýr71
Port d'Atelier ... W

Jnssey ......... 215
' lilin rey.........191,enere.........236

Bar sur Aubo-....137
Chalmalson .... 5
Gray----------..... --21
Montereau ........... 76
Laon-------------... 8
Rethel------------.. 12
Viltiers ............ 4
Bazanceurt .... 10
Paix..........14

.1h n.........150

..ze ........... 48
luipiî..........34

LeO Chatelet.......116
llerz...........12

Vetrey leg %theIul.ms..


