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BAGPIPES AND PIPERS,

The bagpipe and the harp are the most
ancient of musical instruments. Represen-
tations of the bagpipe are to be found on
the painted walls of the palaces, temples,
and tombs of Egypt; on the sculptured
monuments of Nineveh; on the frescues of
Herculaneum and Pompeii; and in the
rude carvings of the rock-temples of India.

The bagpipe is montioned by the most
ancient poets and historians. Ilomer sings
of it in hisIlaid and Odyssey, and llerodotus
refors to it in his books of travel.

"Tho bagpipe was known in northern nnd
waostern Europe long beforo civilization had
extended thither, for we find it frequently
puilrayed on the tantastically scuiptured
Runic crosses and monumental stones, of
which many perfect specimens &till remnain.
Bagpipes are frequently met with in the
decorationgs of Gothic architecture, and in
the illuminations of missals which date back
many centuries. .

‘The bagpipe n its rudest and most ancient
form is still in uso among the peasantry of
Italy, some of whom—poor wandering

ifferar: (pipers)—are occasionally seen and
geard in our streets. ‘lhe bagpxpe{s still
popular instrument in many lands, its most
perfected form being that of tho great High-
Iand bagpipe. .

In times not very ramote pipers were to
be found in every English and Scottish vil-
lage aad tawn, holding a position equal in
importance to the bell.man or town-crier.
Their duty was to play at civic festivals and
other public mervy-makings and they were
frequently called upon to assist and encour-
ago by their lively straips the reapersand
the woodcuttersin their arduous labours.
No harvest-home could be celebrated with-
out their praesence.

A piper was forme:ly attached to the
household of each Highland chief or head
of & clan, whose services wora required alike
at festivals and funerals, and who was also
bound to accompany his master to the foray
and the fight. Somo Highland chiels sull
includa & piper among their retainers, who
performs on tho terrace or lawn outside the
dining-hai! during the hour of dinner, and
in the evsuing tunes his pipes a second time
to plamuve pibrochs and lightsome reels
aod strathspeys for the delectation of Ilus
master and his master’s guests. A piper
has for many years been attached to the Roy-
al Household.

The bagpipe in the hands of the unskilful
performers who perambulate our straets
sounds most discordantly, but shen played
by a skilful musician among tho echoing
hills and valleys, its notes, sometimes of
triutaph, somectimes of lament, full with a
plaintive sweetness on the ear.

About two hundred years ago a school for
instruction in pipe music was opened and
conductedin Skye by McRimmon, a native
of the island, at that time the most musical
district in the Highlands. +3cRunmon’s
Lament®’ is a well-known air throughout the
Highlands. It was written by him whose
name it bears, and played by him as he
strode down the mouantain-side to the Bay
of Uig, where theship lay that wasto bear
him to the shores of America, never again
to revisit ‘“the island of the misty moun-
{ains.”

Farowoll to Dunvegan, its rock and ftsriver;
AMecleod mmay roturn, but McRimmon shail
never.

Twenty yearsago when sailing along the
coast of Skye, I was driven by sivess of
weather into a rock-sheltered cove not far
{rom the rugged headland of Ru-na-braddan.
T wans cordially woloomqi by the fishermen,

who invited me to their plentiful and
humblo meal of salt fish and potatoes. After
the ropast John Bruce, tho eldest of the
party, brought from a smoke.blackened sea-
chest n sovely battered bagpipe which once
belonged to his late brother, wao hal beon
piper to Sir Waltor Ycott. Joha played
many tunas, and told many stories ot pipes
and pipers, tho well-worn anccdote of the
piper who had never learned to play a ““reo.
treat” not being om’tted. John was present
av the last funera’ in which pipe-music
formed part of the cercmony. It was the
funeral of & Mrs. Ca « pbell, who was buried
in tho old churchyard of Duntuim, the most
northarly hamlaet of tho island. ‘T'he effect
of tho pipa-music was very impressive.
While the long procession of mourners
wound round tho buses of the hills, the wild,
wailing strains of tho Camplell's Pibroch
floated out over the groy waters of the
Northern Sea.

John was well acquainted with the piper
who was wounded by a spent ball during
the decisive charge nt Waterloo.

Ahal Jobnnis Iad,' said the wounded
man in relating the adventure on his return
liomo, “though 1 couldna steer my legs, I
could steer my pipes, and when tho Kilties
and the red-coats were runnin' past ol
struck up “the braes o' Glenorchy,” andI
can tell ve I ne'er blew wi' siccan birr nor
saw sodgersrin at siccan a rate."”

The piperin the following story was dis-
tantly related to John Bruce. A-detach.
ment of Highland troops was encamped
near Allahabad, in India. Tho regiment to
which the detachment belonged had been
absent from home for many years, yet war
and sickness had but slightly diminished its
numbers. Scarcely, however, had the de.
tachment been encamped for a weak whon a
disease broke outamong themen, the symp-
toms of which greatly puzzled the doctor
and his staff. No doaths occurred, but those
attacked were completely prostrated, and
day by day the sicknesz spread. One even-
ing, whon the doctor was returning from
the town, he heard the notes of a bagpipe
at a distant part of tho encampment, to
which he at once proceeded. Ie thero found
o number of the men seated in a circle,
listening to the strains of the piper, who
with censummatz tasteand feeling was play.
g the old and plaintive melody ¢ We'll
nmuay be return to Lochaber no more.”” The
doctor in an instant became aware of the
nature of the disease andits cause. ‘ihe
men were suffering from home sickness,
known among medical men as nostalgia. On
the strains of this melody, which the piper
had been night after night, their thoughts
were borne away from the burning plains of
India to the heathery hills and the blue
lochs and tho firgsides of their Scottish
homes. 9n the following morning the doc.
tor sent for the piper, and told him that he
must no longer play <« Lochaber,” but sub-
stitute in its place the liveliest tunes in lis
repertory. Tho piper did as he was ordered,
and the disease speedily disappeared.

About fifty yeurs ago, before the great
tide of emigration began to flow westwards,
Lachlan McDonald left his home at Garvie-
more, in Strathspey, and ‘“settled’ on the
shores of Lake Winnipeg, in tho Far West.
While clearing bis land he was wont in the
intervals of labour to amuse himself with a
tuneon his bagpipe, which he a.ways took
to the woods with him. Ono day, while
merrily swinging his axe, he was suddenly
surrounded by & party of Indians, who gesti-
culated in & most threatening manner. Ho
sqized his bagpipe and * blew a blast so loud
and shrill” that tho Red Men took to their
heols and were soon lost to sightin the

forest gloom, /f.fler this McDonald was
known among the Indians of the disirict as
“Great Sereamer of the Palo Faces,”

Theso are a few of the pipe-stories of good
old John Bruce, whose bones are laid near
the rocky shore ho loved so .sell, and whose
memory 13 rovered by all the dwellers in
tho **Iast Side'* of Skyo.—DBrilish Worl:.
man,

ANCIENT MOABITISII  INSCRIPTION.

A few months ago Captzain Warren, the
agent of tho Palestine Exploration Fund,
heard of a stone covered with writing whiel)
was said to Lo existing at Dhiban. the an
cient Dibon, on tho east side of the Dead
Sea, in the henrt of the old country of Moab,
The stono was then whole, but on finding
that the Franks were inquiring for it the
Arabs broke it up into several fragments,
which they hid in tho granaries of the neigh
bouring villages. By the tact and persae
verance of Captain Warren and M. Ganneau,
of the French Consulate, the nhole of these
pieces appear to havo beon recovered. Cap.
tain Warren is in possession of two of them;
others are in M. Ganneau's hands. ‘lhe
largor of the two, 22 in. by 14 in., belongs to
the centre of the lower part of the stone,
and the smaller, 12in. by 9in., to the right
hand top corner. The stona itself appears
from Captain Warren's sketch {o be 3 ft,
5 in. high by 1 ft. 9 in. wide. Its sides taper
very slightly from the bottom upwards, aud
tho topis rounded to nearly & semi-circle,
‘The writing runs across the stone in straight
lines about 1} inch apart.

Mr. Emmanuel Deutsch, of the British
Museum, who has examined the tracings of
the inscription writes to the Secretary of the
Fund ns follows:—

“The Moabite inscription, of parts of
which you have forwarded mo tracings is of
very great importance indecd. Being at
present in possession of about a third of the
whole only—this third being copy of
squeezes taken from two mutilated frag
mants of the upper and lower portions of
the monument in question—1I refrain from .
dwelling on its apparent general purport.
The 26 lines before me (eight and 18 res
pectively), averaging from sevento 24 lot-
tors to a line. are incomplete in every single
instance. A few exceptions, apartofboththo
beginning and the end are wanting. About
another third of the letters thus extant are
marked by the hand of the copyist, Captain
Warren, as doubtful. Finally, certain gaps
seve. ' inches wide, occur at times in the
vary midst of these mutilated characters.
And yet, oven in this piteous state, the
document reveals things of the utmost mo-
ment Leaving what conjectures I have
formed till such a time when the sight of
the (promised)fuller text shall confirm them
or cause me to reject tham ; I shall content
myself with a few items, which are absolute
ly incontestable even now.

‘l'he document stuarts with the words ],
Mesha. son of Ch Whether this be
the Mesha who, dr'ven at bay by the three
allied armies of Judah, Israel and Edom,
sacrificed his son tosave his country, or aot,
I cannot yat dete.mine; but there is no
special reason against the assumption. 1
king of Mesha's prowess might have spoken
of his doings as (Froudly as 13 done on this
monument, And, what is of much greater
weight, the character of the writing, whith,
in default of » baetter word, we must stil
call *“FPheonician,” looks even older than
that of many of the Assyrian (Mespo{amian)
bilingual cylinders in the British Museum,
the date of which is, atthe very loast,n
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