R - 2 e e R SN

The Presbyterian Review.,

- -

3 . nlb

AN APRIL SON%G.
ARTIU'S heart with gladness glows agatn,

Goue is all wintry gloom,

‘The sun peeps through iny Iattice pane
And fills iy little room
With life divine, and Lids me fly
My books and pens awhile,
‘Fo wander forth beneath a sky
‘That wears an April smile,

Old loves at cvery step I meet,
Sweet fragrance fills the air,

Such songs of praisc the birds repeat
As move my soul to prayer,

E'en primrose-clusters, on the baunls,
And violets nestling low,

To Him uplift a look of thanks,
From whom al! blessings flow,

The hyaciuth hangs her languid head
And waits the gentle May,

Now drawing near, with noiscless tread,
“To Liss her tears away

‘The fields with daisies are Lesprent
Aswhite as flakes of snow,

And from the whispering woods are seot
Joy-murmurs soft and low,

Looks into Books.

EccLEs1aSTES, AND THE Wispoixt oF Sowoxox, (The Modern Readers
Bible.)—Edited, with Introductions and Notes, by Proferscr
Richard G. Moulton Ph.D. Emall 4 to, pp. xxxvia4202.
New York : Macblillan & Co., 1896. DPrice, 60 centa.

This suggestivo little book, the third to appear in tho
Wiedom ™" section of this Series, cannot ho permsed withont
interest and profit. Ae an appreciation of the $wo writings with
which it deals, it is simply admirable : the aim of the edivor,—to
reproducs theso ancient documenta in modern literary form, their
contonts being regarded simply as & part of the World's Literature
withont reforence to questions of religions or historical crticiem,”
~bas been rarely well achiovod. The re.arrangcment of tho
matter of theso trostires boro so happily effected, contributes
immensoly to illuminato their meaning,
For tho stadent of theology however as well as for tho student
o Litorature, this modest litilo volume has its message. Ouno
may sdopt_or reject Dr Moulton’s opinion, based upon consider-
ations which are summerized in the Introdaction, that * it
beoomes neosseary to dismiss altogether $he Solomonic authorship
of Ecctxsustes as 8 misunderstunding, coming down to us by
zedition from an unoritioal age " (p. xili) ; but no reader will fail
to soknowledge his indebledness to an interpreter who has eo

oroibly sot forth the rosl motif of this Soriptare, For suroly
nowhore are wo moro cvidently taught that, notwithstanding ail
the countless perplexities which environ the soul, there are
abundant reasoss whioh justily * immovablo faith sn God and
daty " (p. xx1). The Professor moreover 18 equally auccessful in
expounding tho deotrine of joy and good cineer, which this book
unquesticnably containa but which many wholly mira when thoy
soan its pregnant pagoes : for, ag ho happily phrases it, *‘ one duty
of lifs is happinces, ard nothing 1o roligion can be bigher than
praite "’ p. xxii).

Touching the apccryphal Wisnoar or Suroxoy, tho trace ol a
master’s band roveals itselt overywhere in tho -divisions and
analysea of the Text which are here supplied to us. Ho who
would read thie ancanonicel Book intelligently cannos do better
than avail bimsell of Dr. Moaolton’s fruisfol labore. The copjec-
ture that raz Wisbox oz SoLuxoN isa veiled apswer to Ecorzsrasres
is patic ..ly woighed, nnd reasons are advanoed why this view
ooght to be catertained and adopted.

By all means, lot this littlo Book bo read, and algo tho com.
panion volumes whioh bavo preceded it and whioh aroe to follow it,
The * History ' and * Propbcoy " Beriss, annourced for early
publication, will bo grected with a special welcome by manX’. 1t
may bo added that thoso brief Mannsls, besides boing oxcecdingly
tasteful in appearanco, are very oonveniend in sizo, end aro
sopplied with ample indices. vis H. Jorp .




