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volume of traflic for the St. Lawrence route as will afl'ord a
gratifying roturn for the expenditure incurred in tbeir con
struction 1

Thet systom cof transportation by this route suggested by
soma cf the most experienced mon in the grain and forward-
ing trades, is the enipicyment cf oe utrong and powerful
stcamer wvitlî two large and strong steel barges as 'L lcet,
having a capacity for carrying ini ail, about 225,000 ùjusliels
cf grain in each trip. It is estimated tîtat titis flect siîould
rnake eiglit round trips betweeît Lake 3iicltigan ports atnd
Mont real du rinig the seven (n ontlis cf îavi gation. Theseaeon's
expensesq, aliowing six per cent. on cost cf fleet, nine per cent.
for unusual deterioration and marine insurance, atnd al
running expeuses including ordinary repairs, are e-etiiînnted
at net over S45,000. Three cents per bushel for eighit trips
wvould yield fer the scason $54,000, whichi would cover
expenses and canal tole on grains. The revenue toe oderived
fromn west-bound frci-lit should bc amûre titan suficienit tu
cover anv loss front unfonescen deIaye3 and cout.ingencics.
Under titis estimate, the grain carried pays the forwarderî a
fair profit and contribut-es quite a large revenue te the Gev-
crament in shape cf c-. ai telle. If tells are abolisied, the
thnee cents per bushel wouid cover marine insguranco on the
grain.

lu dcciding up-bn te mnents and probable succeeîs of any
cf tâte new projee, which arc propose(l or may bo propesed,
iis net enougli to sltewv that in eaý.pne-sï of transportation

they wvill be superioir tu te Erie or Welland and St. Lawrence
canal rentes3 as it present eînployed, but it îïaust bo.zlaown
tîtat they ivili be cheaper routes titan eitîter of tîtese wlte
the proposed enlargements4 and isoproveanents are c(impletwd.

A POLITICAL FALLACY.
The ]3ostilu Heraid argues that tit'ý commterce bet'vect

Canada and the United Statesi i.9 more beneficial t tce latter
country, becau,;c Canadinsis ]lave purclaased froint Ainericaits
mocre gocids titan thte Amuericaus have bouglit in the Dominion.
Thtis je the persibtent "balance of trade" tlaeory, wvbichi is
based oii a combination cf f thacet chipf bein!g te ideu%
tîtat trade t, bW profitable to, one party must ho a luss tu te
otiter. Thte I{crald is of opinion that wlen an American seils
goods te a Caniadian it is profitable to the seller and detri.
mental tu tho buyer. Anyoue breaking loose freont t1iconies
and looking mit tradn in the concrete eau sec at once thte fal-
laey cf thtat idea. TVie Americaus seli cot.ton te Canadian
farnicrs, who seli grain te the Britisît iainufacturers and these
in turn cancel the deht by sellimag their warca9 ta the zAmseca
cotton planters. «<'Canada" liasg sent not.hing tu te Ilnite:d
States." By titis persistent thcery te interconrc. must bc
injurions to the Dominion and bentficial tu the United Staitsq.
The saute cculd bo eaid cf nil te trano-ictiotîs that go tu mnake
up tItis circle cf excltanges The fact thait trade takes place
without cutside bonus-es is proof tait it is beneiciai to bonit
Lthe seller and bnyer. The idea Unit. purchaset are evilq stili
hiolds miti all nations cxcept Great ]3nitain and Newv Southi
Wales.-Tcrcnto Globe.

LUt us sec hîow titis <' trade in the concrete " oper.ite-s. The
Aincricans seli tu te Canadians two elas-se-9 cf goode-thiose
tîtat aire idmitted frc ocf duti' and tiiose titat arc dutiable. In
tho fiscal year 18937, Canada imported muni than $31,000,000
wrortlî of raw cotton front the United States, whicli came in
free, and aIso largo quantities cf etlier articlee, aIl intcndcd
for manufacture in this country, aînd mno.t. cf ithici are
not prodnced lier These article-q con'stituted our raw

miateriale. During thoe saille period we iîuported frorn elle
United States and aller countries goods touthe value of $111,.r
294,000, upon whichi $19,891,000 duties wero paid, and it
should L'e remetttbered that Canada prodtiees sinilar articles
covering aituost the entiro iist. Now, "'lÀ. The Globe inforin
us wvhat apeciai ad vantagoe it was to Canada that tho laber ex -
pended ini the production of this4 .511I1,V0O,000 wortit of good.e
shouid hava beeti perforined by fureignersj in forcign countries
if they couid havé Iteen produced in Canada by Canadian labor 1
If the le.bor could have becît perforaued tu good advantage in
Canada, why slîould it bave becu perfcrined by fureignersl
It is truu that the imports iticreased the volumie of ur foreigo.
trade, but why should we value that trade particularly if it
was to the, dutriiitent of Canadian labor 1 The Globe Ynay say
that these imiports wotu in paynient for exports that we had
ninde, aud that sinail imports implies snitali export,;; but it
ccrt.aitly cannot claint that aven if we made no iînportï we
couiri find nu foreigti mark-ets fur our exports.

Foreigu trade i't a goed thing- il, iLs wav, but why s9houid
we purchîaL-e abruad thing that we cati nake at hoîivi If the
Canadian farner in-iiste upon purcbiasingt,iericani goods iiow
can hio expect tu el i,;u products tu tho laîxir in Canadian
estaUlighînents whiclî could produce the, &-lnoe geod, but wilich
is out (if empîcynient because of the action cof the fariner.
The farier is the one wvhî, as Thie. Globe so telegAntly pis it,
paye- througlî the nose. Hoe pays the ship fur taking bis pro.
duce abrond wbile it iniglît have been sold t-e good advantago
at huime, and lie pays the ship for brnîging back foreign goade
Unit inight have becii madle teu, advanLage at home. The
fariner catches it. on both sides.

FltzAU-DS ON TIE CUSTOMS.
At the recent. aninual mieetingÎl of te Commercial Travellers'

Assýociation of Canada, hield ini Toronto, thein atter of conu-
iinercial fraudt upun the Custoins was quite fully discussed,
perltaps the inost interesting restarks t bat. werc miade being
those uf Mr. P. H. Burton, cf thte Merchaîîts' Dycing and
Finisiîing Comnpany, of T.-ront.,, an(;.-. neinijer of te Czinadiali

Manfacurcs'Association. )Ir. Burton n.gketd if the im-
Portiti- cf uods into Canada wvas tu rtinaisi in thîe bands cf
tnen wvho are willing tu inake an hiranest declaration and pay
atu ltonest duty, or should it pass iuto the hiands of men, who,
tbinking tiîey cannot inake enougli profit in an lionest way,
arc niaking false declarat ions cvery day upon the goods îvhich
they enter. MIr. Burten feit warmly upon the subject, and
as,'ed i the principIc and the prececient w&s to ho estiblisbed
that false entties coulci go on ycar af teryetar and nothing bo
donc at the eni of it. HoN referred te a noterions case a few
years ago, whereby a firm by systcwnaticaIiy undervaluing
goodc4 was aible te sedi cliciper and drive competiters out cf
tho market, And when broufflit tu tak-k, he nileged, they
wero ale tu compromise a -8200,000 claim for $10,000. ';%r.
Burton titen mujvcd the following resolution, whici was
seconded: -« That the Commercial Tra.vellere-' soito c
Canatda, ini annual mleeting assemhled, hcerehy declare that it
lins become is matter of comuon notoriety that frauds upon tho
Custoius by prùulucing'for Custem'purpe.ses falso invoices in
whidch th-' truc value of goods; entcred is much undcrrate-d, so
am te puy lcs-s tian the proper aiun)unt. of du ty haveo frequnnly
been przictie-ed to t.hedo(trimrnt. c-f lionest importing; t.hat the
inembers of this association, whie ceompeting oniut u
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