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FATHER HOUAN'S SERMON,

Following 1a the sermon preached
in 8t. Patrick’'s Chus h v Sunday,
Deo. 8rd, by the Rev Pather Hogan,
C.88.R
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to bo beforehand with the world, and
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God, so that, in addition to our forp.t
character of His Luve, we bave now
the former ciaracter of bemng His
soldiers.

Saldiers, ndeed, n the true sensy
of the word; for - The hfe of man
upon earth is o warfare, so ancred
Scnfturo tells us; and, from lus
oradie to his grave he 1s vxposed to
tho attacks of a terrible enomy. Qur
hife is like the march of an army
through an enemy's country-—there
can be no peace. and there 18 not a
mowent's security except in watchful-
nesa, If the soldiers stand to their
arms, and are on their guard night
and (-~ they may go on unharmed,
but a moment's false security may be
your destruction. It 18 a battle,
moreover, in which we must be wvie
torious. Va/ zictes’
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gooas, and have been stripped of thoir
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to want. Uthers have ueen doprived

aw.y 1n loathsome and luncly dun.
geons. But besides those who have
lost goods and liberty and hfe itself by
reason of thewr confession of the Chns-
tian faith-—the martyrs and eonfessora
of the Catholic Church—there ars
thousands more who. i our own day,
a8 in all ages, have had to suffer for
its sake. Theirs have been rea! trials,
although they stopped short of impri-
sonment and death. There are the
tnials of civit and social and domestic
ostracism, wounding of the hearts of
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those who are defeated meet but little
sympathy, but in this conflict the
woe and misery are mfinitely greater.
Yes, my dear brothren, we must con-
quer, and, t+.eorefore, we must not fail
to put on the armour of God.”

A soldier cannot fight without Ins
arms,ard in thiswarfare onr arms must
be the “armour of God.” Nothing
of our own—ro natural qualities that
we can bring are of any avail to with-
stand such an cnemy as we have to
fight agamnst ; and no merely human
armour 18 able ** to extingumish all the
fiery darts of the most wicked one.”
Mere natural courage w1l vot help us,
and, indeed, wo constantly find that
some of those who are the bravest in
temporal matters are the weakest cnd
rcost cowardly in spiritual things,
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Christ's sake. To men and women,
not & few in our own day, and in our
own land, profession of the Catholic
faith has proved a very nailing of
themselves to the Cross of Christ. It
i8 objected to the Catholio religion by
thoso who are outside the Catholic
Church, that it introduces discord
into families ; that it comes between
hugsband and wife and parent and
child, and interferes with temporal
prosperity in 8 way that no ciher
religion dovs. The impeachment is a
vaiid one. Jesus forotold that so it
should be. But 1t is an impeachment
of Jesus Christ Himself. That the
worla pruposes as an objection to the
Catholic—Roman Church is one of

been instituted by our Lord to farmsh | the very marks and signs that it, and
us with all the arms needed w1 Chns- { 3¢ &lone, is the one true church of the
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with the strongth to fight our Lord's {

battles bravely and successfully.

Okt I beliove that Confirmstion is
8 Sacrament which makes us strong
and perfect Christions—which im-
presses upcn the soul an indeliblo
mark which is never to be effaced:
but I cannot bring myself to believe
that Confirmarion is necessary for
galvation. No one asks you to beliave
it. Though this Sacrament 13 not so
absolutely necessary that a person
may not be saved without recciving it
—thoggh it is nul 8 necessary for all
men a8 Boplism, nor su necessary as
Penance for those who bave sinned,
still, ean we, without commtting a
grievoas sin throagh negligence, omit
receiving a Sacrament by which God

But jet 8 man make his submission to
tho one Catho'ic and Rorian Church
of God, and on the instant he is at
enmity with the world that hies out
side it. The world i up in arms.
There is a ¢lamor, and condemnation,
opposiion and resentment, and in
one form or another he has to bear
the Cross after Christ. It is the
world's anwilling tesimony to the
divinity of that Church of Jesus Christ.

Again there is the world's sneer,
and to some men it 18 harder to bear
than is the world’s frown. Some who
stand stalwart 1n face of tho ficry hail
of persecution sbrink shivering from
tho chill rain of ridicule.

To surmount these difficulties which
sarround man’s duty witli regard to

and strongth to profeas the laith - to
sufler for the faith  and 7 hld gane to
the fnith

It may be that before yon received

re
' Confirmation sou had to fight the good

fight of fuith , fought fv vahantly and
kopt the faith  Ifso, it wos certainly
with divine aid  But botween your
apiritual condition before Confiema.
tion and your spiritual condition after
Covnfirmation there is a diferonce
In Baptism. it 18 true, we recvived
many graces  but by tho grace of
Confi_mation we make the best uso of
oll the graces received i Baptiam, in
cur battle with the temptations and
dangers of the world Baptism en-

hrmation increased that holy fire and

bo extinguished, but always sending
forth rays of its glorious light into tho
warld  Raptism inalos us (hristions ;
‘onfirmation strengthens us to fulfil
our duties a8 such By Baptism wo
became mombnrsk-:en({ar and wenk
members - of the body of our Lord -
Confirmation changes the weaklings
into Oliriatian heroes, ready to defend
the faith with their blood. Baptismn
plants the germ of a higlor lifo in us;
Oonfirmation makes 1t grow stronger.
By Baptism we are regoeneraied and
wado children of God; by Confirma-
ticn we grow nto perfect mon and
soldiers of Christ. In a word, Con-
firrnation brings to its perfection the
speeis]l work which was begun in
Baptism.

But is this all that this Holy Saera-
ment does for us? Oh no! beloved
Christians.  What belongs peculiarly
to Confirmation is, that it imparts to
us the plentitude of the Holy Glost.
This Divine Spirit comes to renew in
our souls the wonderful offects which
He wrought when, on the day of
Pentecost, Ho dosconded upon the
Apostles. o comes to pour into us
His sevonfold stream of graces, His
seven gifts, so that wo may not only
profess the faith fearlessly, but mani-
fost by its practice that our lives are
stamped with its iuipress.

Bosides all thess graces (‘onfirma.
tion imprints on the soul an indelible
mark. This character is the sign-
manuel of God. graven with the finger
of God upon the roul. This per-
manent character is the perennial
well apring of spintual strength tothe
soldier of Jesus Christ. With this
royal signet ot the Holy Ghost em-
bluzonef on his soul he knows that ke
1s figting, not unarmed and not in
his own strength. but ie the armor of
God and with the strength of the Holy
Ghost.

And now, wy dear brethren you
may ask, what 13 the use of dwelhng
so much upon this Sacrament, wiich
most of you have already received ? It
18 & long ticie since you wero confirm-
ed - the Bishop whose hands were
upposed on you 18 long sinco dead.
Thoso who knelt beside you are, per-
haps, most of them gone, and the day
itself has become buta faint memory.
Yos. but the mark, the character of
Confirmation which the fires of tbe
Holy Ghost impreszed upon your soul
is «till there. and neither time nor
cternity can make it fade. Even shiould
vou prove unfaithfol to your Divine
Captain, He can never erase tho seal
confirmed upon you in ¢onfirmation.
In the wild fury of the tempestuouns
fires of hell, the same charscter will
glow torribly It is indestructiblo
oven thore—yea, thero it will be a
fountain of gpecial agony forever and
forever.

On the day of your Confirmation you
took apon you tho character of the
soldior of Chrigt, as a soldier of Christ
you will have to te judged

You bave been a soldier of Christ—
what sort of a soldier ? Have you

bieon loyal to your Ring and Captain ©
Wo know what cactlily loyalty ir, and
what great thinga men will de and
suffor for their &ing or their cause
I1avo you shiown the sawo loyalty for
our kleavenly Leader » Havo you
1ad His interests at heart ®  as His

honor over been to you like your own
lionor? Have you always stood up
menfally for 118 cause, or havo you
botrayed it ‘Tho day will come, my
dear brothren, whon these will be
terrible questicns for us all~** Ho who
denies Mo beforo moen, ghall bo denied
before tho angels of God.*”

Lot us, then, fight, my dear
brethiren, as good soldiers of Clirist .

and, if wo havo to suffer somcthing
for our own faith and loyalty, lot us
olways think of ths worda of the
Aposile . ** You have not et resisted
unto blood striving against sin " and
remember that our srown will be in
proportion to our fidelity.

Therefore, lot us awaken in our
souls tho graces received in Confirma-
tion, that, as truo soldicrs of Cheist,
wo may not bo overcomo n the fierco
| conflict wath horeay and iufidolity, but
| bo ablo to eay at last with 8t. Paal.
| ** 1 bavo fought the good fight, 1 hinve
| fimehed my course, I Lave kept the
faith, as to tho rest there is lmid up for
mo a orown of justice, which the Lord,
the just Judge, will ronder to mo in
that day. Aven.

- - o —

A Prlest on the Midway

Rev 3. T. Folay, of this city, says
the 8t Louis Dispatch, who was stop-
piog in Chicsgo duriog the IFair, aud
kad a carious experionce in the Mid-
way Plainance. [t was nothing lesa
thao a call for the exercine of his sacor
dotal functions in hehalf of the South
Sea Islanders. Oac evening Father

‘oloy stood at the ontrance to the
theater in which natives of the Samoan
Islands wore tho purformers. He was
atrongly of ths opinion that the alleged
Samonus wire dirguised mulatos, born
and bred in the United States. But
scveral of ther bowed to Futher Foley,
and bo zaked them how they kueew
that ho was a priest. Because we are
Catholica thny anawered in excusable
Englisy.

Father Foloy minglod with the troop
and learned that twenty of the forty
tragedians had boen converted from
paganismm to Catholicity by French
iniesionaries  H. 7 Moore, o resident
of Apia, S«unoa, who is the manager of
the thoater, gave Father Foley the
freedom of tho place, and tke St Louis
pricst called whensver he went to tho
Fair, Ouna day a hugo grey-besrded
chivf threw bis arms arcund Father
Foley's neck and zaid that he was anx-
inus to make a confassion of bis wrong
doinga. It was not tho hour for the
performance, and Father Foley wont
to & dark recess of the stago whore the
thei warthy islandera wera duly shrived.
Thre Samoaos wanted Father Folsy to
eay Mass for them, but on account of
sone hitch, permission would not be
granted to prieats by the Chicago cleri
cal authorities to say mass in the
World’s Fair, and Father Foley could
not comply with tho request

\When Archbishop K«in was in Chi-
cago Father Foley and Father McOabe
took him to the South Sea Islanders’
theater. The troop wero in the midst
of their performances when the Bishop
entered but the barberiens ccased to
play, and coming up to the prolate,
siogly they sank on ono knce and kiss-
ed his cpiscopal ricg. Father Foley
was wuch edified, because bho did not
think that the same number of eivilizod
Catbolics would know what to do under
ths circumstances.

9 \Whes your hoart is bad, and your head
io bad, and yoo ave bad clean throngh, what
is needed 1" asked & Sunday-schiool toacher
of hor class, “1 know—Aycr's Sarsapa-
tilla,” spoke up a littlo girl, whose mother
had recently been reatored to health by that
medicins. .




