
of the early study of astronorny aniong the Chaldeans,
it has been observed, Alexander the Great, Wvhen he
entered Babylon, found, upon inquiry, astronornical
observations, saine of which hpd been made about
two, thousand years before. This noble study, the P'a-
iliarc'h Abraham, whô was a native of Chaldea, is su p-
posed to have, in an eminent mairner, promoted. The
knoWledge collected from the traditional history of
cre-ation, the contemplation -of the heavens aind the
eaà-th, the experience of preceding generations, and the
various graduai discoveries of the attributes and pur-
poses of the T)eity, which had been, by the Iong-liveci
»a:Ptriarchs, transniitted fromn age to age; lie, no doulit,
was solicitous to, diffuse amnong his co-teinporaries. In
the contemaplation and study of the works of creation
and-Providenee, theé devoat part of rnankind, of every
akè and country, -haVe found equal profit and pleasure.
DIoes it flot seemn to have been thie constant practice of
thé patriarch Isaac, at every approach of night, and
r«-:appearance of the heavenly luminaries, to retire to,
the field fo*r contemplation ? Isaac, says the sacred his-
toxnan, weîzt mdit t'meditate in tifi /eld at the eventide.
Wàs it not a view of the starryheavens that -suggested
to.the devoixt jewish monarch, the followring pious eja-
cute:tions;. W!zen 1 consider the heatens,, the wor/c of thy

.#li.gers ; Me moon and tMe stars, w/dch thou hast ordain-
e4cari I forbeai to exclakîn, Lord, w/uit is* mýrz,4 t/uit

thou art mùziidfid of hün; or the son of man, ihat thou vi-
sitesi him? CeIebratingr the wonders of creatioù, the
s-weet psaliàist of Israel elsewhere sings thus- To him
-eh> at<me doetki great -vonders-to hîm [bat lby -rcisdoiz
macle the keavens-to hrn that made great lights; the sufl
Io ruLe bj day ; the mnoon an9d stars to nile bj nigld.

FTOni Chaldea:or Egypt, or, perhaps, b oth, thestudy
of astrýnoîny passed into Phenicia, and~ fromn Phenicia
to Greee. ., Thê -period at which this scien ce- was fîrý.t
càltîvated arnong- the Greeks, cannet be ascertained.,
Ttiiiations of ift;howeve, Occur in the writingsoa e
-sïodaid orer; Nwho flourished almnost urine xrnndred
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