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“If 1 forget thee, ) Jerusatem, let my right hand forget her cunning.—Psabn 137, 4-5.

Pardon the Portal to Peace.

BY THE REV.CANXON BELL, D. D.

tContinued from our last.)

And our Lord attempted no denial of
the charge when accused of blasphemy.
He answered them in terms which must
bave confirmed them in the inference
which they drew from His words, In-
stead of contradicting the accusation, He
geve them a proof that it was no *“rob-
bery " on llis part 1o lay cla'm to the
right of loosing the bonds of sin from the
soul. Aud what i the only just conclus-
ion? Surely, that Jesus actually design-
ed to vindicate is essentinl equality
with God when, admitting that God alone
conld forgive sins. He yet asserted that
such auothority belonged to Himself.
“That ye may know that the Son of Man
bath power on earth to forgive sins, (He
said uito the sick of the palsy), I say
unto thee, Arvise, and take up thy bed,
and go into thine house.” What words
are thes2? “The ¥on of Man aath
power tc forgive sins”” There is more
in them than at the first glance meets the
eye. How did that power become His?
1s His the arbitrary power of a being who
at will tramples on Bis own laws? Is
it the power of might over right? Isit
the ezsential omnipotence of Deity setting
aside both truth and bonour—saying one
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thing to-day, and unsaying it to-morrow ?
No, verily. The pewer claimed by
Christ is of a peculiar kind : belonging
‘o Ilim in virtue of His finished work as
the substitute of His people. It is an
acquired right ; liwfully made Ilis, be-
cause He bore the law's curse, and ex-
bausted the law's penalty, and by His
obedience unto death “ made an end of
sin 2

There are many who think that sinis
a light thing, easily forgiven aod put
away. And we might have thought so
had God pard.ned it by a mere ast of
Almighty power. Itis a little thing, if
it eost Him nothing more than an expres-
sion of will ; if, as in the creation of the
world, he had only to “speak ” that it
might be “ done,” to “ command ” that it
might © stand fast.”

But if, before one sin could be pardon-
ed, or one sinner saved, the Father must
give up the only-begotten Son, and the
Lord of Glory must leave heaven to die
upon a cross 3 if justice accepts no weaner
sucrifice ; if “there is none otber name
under heaven given among men ” but the
name, nor other blood whereby we can
be washed but the blood, of Jesus, sin is
no light thing whose consequences may
be easily put away.

« Hast thou seen this, O son of man *
God incarpate * wounded for our trans-
greasions " and * bruised for our inqui-



