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lar lime whieib Go-1d has appJointed for labor, should çpend the evenlitg in secular emplov.
and de.secrutes his holIv day, by freely nllow- ments ; m hich canntot hle judlged unlawî ful,'if
inig a lage part of it to be spent in spor. Il the Sabbath be then at an end. Therefore
and amusements, or* in worldly octpations, it is tiuch more expedient, that the whola
as everi ytmc ini.luai maty chILe. I i ,.nto.. w.rk of tle dy should be continued as irlog
]ous, th t w leré ver .thers d s hi a n t u as our ucridlv en.p'.%m' nts are on othier
Sabba: h rire rtigiond observed, tcere ti.at dais: and o irbegin niî.g and ending of reli-
holy aty is loss stric'l osletrved thon its na-r giouq dutiesq, shotild, in some mensure, he
ture demnands-less strity than it is getie- azr eable ti.ereuito. Anotiher scripture
rally olserved bv .ho c a regard it as the . Ioiht to prove this iarguitment is in John1oniv sel timle whiih God ha commanded to xx. 10. " This saine day at evening, heing
be kept holy. It is aiso iotorious. tiat ioly th first dalv of the week, whien the dont s
day, as the by are called, are tites at which were shot wiiere tle disciples were assembled
every spte-ces of vice and disorder it more for fear (if the Jews, enie Je'sus, and stoot
<bigrantiy anti more geierally indulged in, in tlie idilt and said, Peace he unitn you.
thai at ayiv other tinte ; so that tihtese days It is te:led t lît et noing of the sane day ; ti
ar- r>i Iy aid higli iijairious to ci% il society, that t hie w orship hich is perforned t hlit
as well as an encroachu.ent on the preroga- da. was coniited in the evening thereof:
tive of Gnd. This is tnt called the evening of the nexi

There is some difference of opinion among dav, but of the sume day in which Christ roFe
Christians, as to the part of the day at wliect fron the dead ; which was the first Christiait
holy tinte may must properly commence. Sabbath."
Titis, however, is but a circumstance. The Although, therefore, I would guard you
essetnce of the command is, that a ses enth agaitnst being contentious on thii subject, I
part nf our time-oir one xwhole day in seven cannot but thitk the considerations here
-shoIuldi be excltisivlv devoted to the extra- stated, in favor of beginninîg antid etdincg the
ordinary service of Gtd. Still, it is a matter day of stecred rest as wei beigin atul end other
of sone imporrance, that every circumstatice, day s, are clearly decisive. I nid, howeter,
in regard to titis important ubject, sliiuld close the lecture with observing. that as far
he ordered in the m inner most accorda•it as priicticable, it will he weil for vou, my
with reason and revelation. RDGEI.Y, has, %outg friends, to adopt what I know ha's
1 think, made a.fair tatement of titis matter; been the practice of some devott Christians;
an!d wihat I shall offer wtill be takei, with that is, tn spend the evening of Saturday, as

nsote abridmentt and change of order. fron muchi as you conveniently cati, in retirement
wliat lie says in his sy.ltm. In anster Lo fron tue worid. The children of ditssipation
tlhe argument that we ought to begin the cften spend it in parties of mirth atid levity,
8 thhtath as the Jews did. in the eveniniz. lie or at theatres, or other places of carnal
observe-s, il that the begininîîg of sacreil da% s cîmusement ; and they oftcn add to their
is to be at the same time vith that of civil; other sins, by an actual trespass on holy
ad tithis was gnveriied by the custom of na- time. Take for yourselves an exactly opuosite
ctiin. The Jews' civil day began at evening ; course. Wiîenever vou cati, so order' vour
and therefore it was ordained that from eten- affairs that your woridIv.oecupations on the
ing to evening, should be the measure of evening preceding the Lord's day, may be of
itheir sacred days. Our davs have aiothter suc a retired and peaceful kind, as to admit
begitingiii and (-nding. which difference is of serious meditation ; avoidi promiscuous
onitly circtnstanttial." Ii regard to sci iptural coimîpanly altogether ; let vour associations at
;ght and authoriti, !e remarks-" We have titis time, bie with. the pious, and vour con-

some directin .s to titis matter, fron the versation be un religins topics ;or better
intimation given us, tiat Christ rose fron still, if %ou cati, spend a part at least of the
the dead on the firsi day of the week, very evening, in religiotis reading and devout
early in the morning, while il was yet datk. medittatution. I arn welf aware that tnyiv are
Theretfore the Lurd's day begins in tLie morn- so circmiistanced that a stated compliance
inig, btfore suriing; or according to our with this advice will iot lie practicahle ; and
usual way of reckoning, we may coniclude it I cffer it, :ot as poitiniîg out a prescribed
begintc immnediatelv alter midnight, and con- duty, but as a matter of Christian prudence,
tinues ti;i nidnight following; whtict is our with those who are fnvored in providence to
cominon mnetlhod of comnpting time ; begin- have their time in some good degree at their
ninîg it with the morning and enditug it with voluttary disposal. Even our oîdinary devo-
the evening. Again, if the Sabbath begins tionq, oit secular das, will not tsually he
in ti- eveniinz. religious worship oi.ght to be ,ierformed to tie greatest advaittage, utiless
perfotrmed some time, at least, in the e% eînintg ; they are preceded by a short space of recol-
and titen, snon after it ii begîtn, it will be lected and set ious thouight. And it is highly
interruipted h the succeedinig night, and then desirable, with a view to the most profitable
it mist be revived again the succeeding dayi spending of itlv time, to prepare for it, by
And as to the emd of the Sabbath, it seems not gettitg iour minds into a devoted frame. it
so.agreeable. tiat when me have been engaged lis delightful indeed to the practical Christian,
in.the worship ci God througi the day, we wlien Lite evening wiiich precedes the Lord's


