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HOW THE SEEDS 0F PLANTS ARE SPREAD IN
NATURE.

By NOmAS Gaumts, Auwee, Mati.
la the common natural objeets about us thone is an endieu

field for Nature Studv. So vaat hud that the difficulty wcml
ho flot ia smoking a abject, but rather ain eci frgm. the
abuadaut material at baud orn that is both mtmmau u i,-
structive, ami is at the sanie tima not too difficuit forMte beginuer
te uaesad.

The remarkale thouagh iml - etr>ds adopted by the
diffuent plants for the propagation of their kiud, lu no maay
cases vtry disslmilar, should ho kuowu te every one, and, for a
Nature Study,fctnm exoellent aubjects boft for observation sud
deductios. te say uothing of the intorest tbev might avakea
and the pleasure they might give te any one niakiug a study of
the subject. ln this per I sbaii try t& trtat part of titis subject
under the aboie lita ng.

Before going fite dMails It may le weil te state for the
battfit of the beginnor, that every specits of plant, hoever
simple or comptez lts structure may le, is specislly adapted
for its advaatage iu the struggle for existenoe; and that however
mnucit on genus may vary frou another la esseutial, particulars,
the object ls always the sanie. Namelvte uuiply te the utnist
lintit. A studeut, thenefore, whtn examlng a plant, should bear
in mind that whatever tht structure, it is for the plant's benefit,
ami that it bas maintainod the specits iu the struggle with othor
plants and with animais, for a number of centuries. There às la
tact a reason for every detail.

I. SEUDS THAT AIE CARmE» 1UT WIND.

Steda under this htading always have attacbed te theni
toe fluffy material te catch the wind, 11k the pappus of the
dandelion, or ther are wiuged 11k the seeds of maples and
conifers. Tht commnon dandelion and other close aillies offer
simple objects for study, as tome fom cati be fouud nearly
eve7ywbere. The soeds of titis plant, as the pappus shows, de-

pend almotlrely ou the wlnd for t ransportation-1 * and migra-
tion. lu mauy instances the pappus ««uuut.dly enablos, tien
te travel sever miles. There à, bowever, a condition that in
abolutely ncessary. The plant wili not lot the seeda, go luinm
or wet weatber, ami if the air becomos damp while the seeda are
travelling, they moo dmop to tht grouud. Titis appies te ai the
fluE v seeds sud la a lesse extout te the winged klnds. The
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