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man as His answer. If we believe
God to be unchaungeably the sanie, that
His laws are immutable, upon what
hypothesis can we found the thought
that He does not now just as clearly
unfold to each soul just what is adapted
to its needs and capacity to understand,
and power to obey, as Ie ever did in
any age of the world to any who have
lived prior to our time? Is our capa-
city to understand any less than theirs ?
Is there any evidence that man was
any more moral in Scripture days than
now ? that he was any more spiritual in
his perceptions than now ? that he is
any more able now by the exercise of
his intellectual powers to measure the
deep things of God than then? that
the development of his intellectual
powers better fit him to live independ-
ent of immediate inspirationnow than
then? ‘To assume this to be true in-
volves the idea that man in this age
has either descended to a far lower
plane than that occupied hy our ances-
tors, or that he has become so far de-
veloped that he may by the use of his
intellectual faculties penetrate and so
understand the laws of God and their
adaptation to his present needs, as tono
longer require the direct guidance of
his God. To assume this latter proposi-
tion to be true would also involve the
idea that God in past ages had revealed
all of spiritual truth that man could
possibly need for his guidance through
all coming time, which assumptiown
cannot possibly be sustained in face of
the facts which surround human life to-
day. How then does God thus reveal
Himself, or a knowledge of the special
law each man is to obey, in this period
of the world’s history ?

Any man who carefully studies the
workings and experiences of his own
life, finds there is being constantly
made upon his inner consciousness im-
pressions either of duty to be perform-
ed, or thoughts to be controlled, and
actions to be shunned, avoided and
gauarded against, as for instance, a de-
sire may arise to gratify some one of
the passions, and one too, that may be
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proper to accede to under proper cir-
cumstances or conditions ; immediate;y
then goes on in the mind a debate 10
decide what shall be the course to be
pursued. If it be proper and a suitabie
time, there .will be no consciousness of
any opposition to it, and we may w-
dulge in the gratification ot it withou
committing any wrong or disturbing
our peace of mind, but if the desire be
not proper either from our physical or
spiritual condition, or the time be nota
suitable one, there comes into our con-
sciousness at once the impression that
it would be wrong to indulge it, nor
will any ameunt of any sophistical
reasoning nor strong craving for 1ts -
dulgence remove the impression, and
if we disregard it, condemnation and a
consequent disturbance of our peace
of mind results. From whence comes
this impression? It may be that we
have no former experience to guide us,
we do not think we can or ought to
confide in another our dilemma, we
have not the Bible at hand to search,
and if we had it would be a great
chance if there were anything we could
find that just met our present situtation,
and it would only be because we had
received the impression and we were in
doubt as to how to act or decide, that
would lead us to search or inquire, so
that it must be evident that the m-
pression comes from some source an-
terior to the effort to decide whether «t
be right or wrong. What source could
it come from but an omniscient one?
What other power could know and
understand what was going on in our
ianer life but the All-Seeing, All-Know-
ing One? Who could know that an
indulgence of that desire could work
harm to us but that Power that knows
the end from the beginning ?

And if then this impression comes
from this All-Knowing source, it comes
from God, and His will and his judg
ment as our guide is thus directly re-
vealed to us, and when we listen to and
observe the impression, and by 1t
direction control the desire to yield to
the demands of the passion, we are, or



