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blies, shull be no prejudice to the truth
of Christ in these particulars, 10 he ex-
pressed fully in the Directory of Govern-
ment. It i3 further declared, That the
Assembly understandeth some purts of
the second article of the thirty-one chap-
ter only of kirks not settled, or constitut-
ed in point of government: And that al-
though, in such kirks, a Synod of Minis-
ters, and other {it persons, may Le cailed
by the Magistraze’s authority and nomi-
nation, without any other call, to consnlt
and advise with about matters of reliyi-
onj and although, likewise, the Minis-
ters of Clwist, without delegation f{rom
their churches, may of themselves, and
hy virtue of their ofiice, meet together
synodically in such kivks not yet consti-
tuted, yet neither of these ought to be
done in kirks constituted and settled ; it
being always free to the Magistrate to
advise with synods of mmisters and rul-
ing clders, meeting upor: delegation from
their churches, cither ordinarily, or, he-
ing indicted by his authority, occasional-
1y, and pro re nata ; it being also tree to
assemble together synodically, as well
7o re nata as at the ordinary times, up-
on delegation from the churches, by the
antrinsical power received from Christ,
as often as it is necessary for the goo.d of
the Church so to assemble, in case the
Magistrate, to the detriment of the
Church, witbhold or deny his consent:
the necessity of occasional assemblies be-
iug first remonstrate unto him by hamble

supplication. AKER”

It is evident from this that the Contles-
sion of Faith has been received by the
Church of Scotland all along without a
single objection to any onc ofits doe-
trines. LThe Third Article of the Basis
of Union, inserted above, proposed that,
with aslittle qualification, it siculd be
the subordinate stundard of the contem-
plated United Church. The explanati-
ons that are subjoined, are not stated as
exceptions to the doctrine of the Confes-
sion. The Free Church of Srotland,
whose principles are maintained by the
Free Church here, has shewn that she
bolds, not merely in theory but for prac-
tical purposes, that the Church of Christ
1safree institute. The maintainers of
her Confession of Faith only do justice
to the principles cf that Confession, when
they “repudiate the idea of attempting
to enforce the belief or profession of
christianity by the power ot the sword ;”
and, while they hold that it is the duty of
Kings and Qu2ens to be nursing-fathers
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and nursing-nothers to the Church, while
they pray for the time when they shall
be such, and while they shew that they
are sincere in these prayers by discharg-
ing, in the meantime, the duty which lies
apon themselves of telling kines and
queens ihat they ought 0 be such 5 they
may adimit. nevertheless, that there are
questions of 2 practival nature, as to how
the implicd care is 10 be exercised.wiich
they niay not be calted. in particalar cir-
cumstances, to diseuss.  These are ex-
planativns which are not inconsistent with
a single sentence of the Contession.  As
ify however, they maust have been agreed
to by the Syunod ot the Free Church in
bad faith, the Presbyterian Synod, in
their Reply, allow themselves to say,
“ We frankiy conless thut we disapprove
of every kind and degree of persecution
for conscience sake: but we have so
much confidence in tiie good sense and
liberality of this yonng and rising coun-
try, that iff our brethren had insisted on
the privilege o cxonerasnyg their con-
seience by preaching the duty of sup-
pressing hevesy by tie sword, we would
nave indulged shemn a3t beheving that
it would have liitic or no practical effect,
and that deference 10 the vetter tasie of
their people wonld resirain them from
recurring to the subject, exeept on par-
ticular oceasions.”  1ais, 10 a man like
Mr. Lrotter, wao had come sut with a
similar calumny, 0 the sceond of his
Leuters, may have the appearance of be-
ing a very dexterons bt but the Synod
should have paused ere they comnuized
themselves before the woild, as they
have done, by countersigning his base as-
persion.  They shonid have telt taat it
was at least unwortsy of fhem to write
in such a style.
—_—————
PROFESSORIAL FUND.

The cards are now issucd for this
year's subscription to the Protessoral
Fund ; and we would remted the triends
of the Free Church Loth of the mapor-
tance of this oljuct, and of ihe respective
du ies which cach is walicd 10 dizcharge
with rueretce 1o it cbject.

It is felt 10 be essen il to the right
condizion of the Church in any couniry
that she should not dependd for her minis-
terial supplics on aunother land, but
should rear from among lier own sons
those who are to minisier 1o her peopie
in holy things. Under this convicuon,
the Presbyterian Church in England is
at prosent directing her energics to the




