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about 1851 the Imperial Government waived their dlait to, the
whole of the Palais " Harbour " in front, in favour of the City
Corporation, granted them by letters patent from the Crown
about the sanie time.

From early records it would appear that a main guard was
formerly posted for duty in a guard-house on the opposite side
of St. Nicholas street, not only to protect the old « Palais " pre-
mises, but to guard and overlook the more valuable public pro-

perty to the eastward ef that street. This included the Royal
Dock Yard, King's Wharf, and a number of store buildings ex-

tendiuug as far as " La Caioterie," nearly in front of the o]d
blockbouse in Nunnery bastion, snd bounded on one aide by the
foot of the cliff (110w St. Charles street) and on the other by the
hiighi water mark, corresponding nearly with the present line of

The ruina of " le Palais" snd its accessoires at various tumes
sinre 1775 have been fitted up temporarily for uses in connection
with the troopa of the garrison, such as stabling for horses, fodder
sheds, washiug apartments, military stores, caretaker's sud issuer'a
quartera, fuel sheds &c., sud the vaulta were leased by the Ord-
nauce at a later period for storing ice, valuable wines sud liquors
and for other purposeB to the city inhabitants.

On these occasions the Goverument (mulitary authorities) uaad
to cover in the ruina with feather edged boards or shingles. Dur-
ing the great fira on 28th May, 1845 in the St. Roch's Suburbs,
some thousauda of corda of wood were piledsin tha Fuel Yard
(Kiug's Wood Yard) and sevaral hundred tons of coal wa8satored
in a lean-to-sbed againat the rear wall of "le Palais ;"-the whiole
wss consumed-the coals burut sud xnouldered for nearly six
months, and notwithstanding the solidity of the grouted masonry
-such waa the intense heat-that like a fiery furnace portions of
the old wall gave way, and left the reniaindar, which had been
exposed to the hat, in a very dilapidated condition.

Ou this occasion it was reported that an unfortunate woman
and two children (1 believe dwalling ou the pramises) were burut
to death in the fuel yard. If 1 reinember correctly, great efforts
were made by Mr. Bailey, a Commissariat Officer, sud Mr. Bos-
wvell owner of the adjoining Brewery, to save the lives of the vic-
tinia ; these gentlemen in earnest went through a fiery ordeal, and
it waa not until their coas had been burnt of their backs and the
bair of their heads and eyebrows crisped (if 1 may use the expres-
sion) to a cinder, that they had at st to fly to save thair owu
'ives.

On the withdrawal of the Imperial troopa froni Canada in 1870-
71, the whole of the old Palais property was tranaferred to the
Dominion Govarumeut.

I have tha honor to be
Your obedient servant,

CHARLES WALKEM,
Lata R. E. Civil Staff in Canada.

Ottawa,, July 1876.

RETURNINO STEAM TO THE BOILER.-Our London aXchange,
fron, ays that a novel experimeut was commenced ou Friday
with the 80 horse-power angine in Portsmnouth dockyard. It waa
with a new pumnping proceas, by which the inventor, Mr. R. M.
Marchant, of Hatton Garden, undertakes to return saturated
steam to the boiler of any engine, iustead of condensing steani
from the condensors. In other words, after the steam bas exert-
ed its power in the cylinder, the manufactured article itself is to
be taken up sud re.pumped into the boiler an as to be used afresh.
Mr. Marchant dlaims for his invention that hie is able to ra.pump
steam into the boilar without any expauditure of fuel beyoud
that which is required to overcome the mere friction of the pumpa,
and without subjecting them to, pressure. The inventor contenda
that by the law of gasas the pressure axertad by steam on oue side
of the piston rapresents by its elastic power, as iii tha case of the
rasistance of a spiral spring, tha sanie expression of power in pres-
sure on the other aide of the piston ; so that the elastic charge is
always ready to give back the exact power exUnded to tha pur.
posa of its expuession. Conaequently, if Mr. Marchant's reason-
ing ha correct, hie axpects to be able to returu in volume sud
pressure to the boiler the equivalants of the power expended on
the pumps, and -so to apply the steam again to power. It thera-
fore follows that, inasmuch as returning boiling watar into the
boilers, as steain wili sava the far prester cost wiîich is expend-
ing in mianufacturing it. As steam cost 75 in the 100 of thea fuel
which is consumaed in ita production, the saviug which wiil be
effected by the succesaful application of the principla will be
gi-est.

INDUSTRIÂL DEGEXERACY.
Much that is raid in the following article, is applic-

able also to Canadian artizana.

The Centennial Exhibition, an far froni fulfilling the peace
bearing part deaignied for it by promoters, seemai likely to bc
associated with little else than discord sud melancholy relections
on ail aides. In its nwn country it has long been a subject of
contention between bitterly quarrelsome parties, sud now it bas
indirectiy furnished the text to a weli-kuown German authority,
Profeasor Reulaux, for a bitter sermon against bis own country-
men. That gentleman is director of the Goverumeut technicai
achool at Bei-lin, and hie is also chief commissioner to the Phila-
deiphia Exhibition. lu tbe discharge of bis duties bie bas of
course made a careful inspection of the exhibits ini the Germai'
departmeut, sud iu a letter to the National Zcitung ha bas con-
densed bis views, as the Times correspondent rexnarks, into tlîree
condemnatory sentences, one more crushing than thse other. The
fi-at conclusion to which hie arrives is that tihe main object of
Gai-in manufacturera appeara to be to produce an article which
shahl be cheap sud bad. This, judging froni bis sccoud observa-
tion, hie considers they are weli able to do, inasmuch as the mn
thay empioy are deficient in skili sud wanting ini taste. As fi
third sud crowuing remnark upon the character of the Germiail
articles exhibited, the Professor is constraiiied to add that they
show that the German nation is steeped in utter servility, sO
pratis the number of Bismarck statues, Red Princes, sud other
heroas of war, iii evary concaivabie materiai, frons giit bronze
to conimon sap. Thesa, it must be ramembered, are the thought-
fui utterances of the person officially dapnted to report upon the,
latest cosmopolitan show of manufactures ;and whien to this
position is addad the responsibleansd dignified home status Of
the reporter, it is not surprising that this report bas causad
pai nful axcitemeut in German industrial circles. There seem5s to
bauno dispute as to the facta, wbiatever may ha the genersi
opinion as to their cause. Garman goods are now recommended
by cheapuesa, iiot by quality, snd ail moat concerned are sigreeti
that careful finish, formierly a common attribute, is no longer
aucli. Various reasons are given f'or tbis decliue, but thougli
differing iii soîna respects, they are ail probabiy reducible to oiic
common source, sud that, the politicai changes of the ast faW
years. Iu the old days, wban Germauy turned ont work, that was
sud stili is the aubject of universal admiration, whetlser frolil
the excellence of matai-l, beauty of design, ni careful executiofl,
she was no more than a collection of commnunities. Capital wa5
acarce, the people unprateudiug sud stay at boute. Their il"~
tereat were geuarally boundad by the walis of the eity witii
which tbey wara born, sud lived, sud died. The craftsmaul Of
early tuaes servad a long appreuticaship, grew uji and workedi
bel ora the ayas of ail who kuew hini, stimnlatad by the rîvalrY
of bis fellow-towusmeu, sud fraqueustly encouraged by thc par-
sonal patronage of discrimiuating patriciaus. Bis life was, as
i-nie, psassed in comfort sud freedons fromi axciteujexut ;thus, bis
trada becamne, with bum, something more than a ineans of 1 îrocur'
ing an existence, it was the occupation of bis iife,. and, in soin"
cases, the wsy to municipal boîsours, and frequently to evcfl
Europeau famie. This condition of Gai-an artisans, of course,
sufféed a graduaI modification, due to the improved facilities of
communication, différence in the valua of mnney, snd an forth,
sud in later times the disturbed stata of Europe exercised a verY
powarful influence. Naverthaless, wa beliave we are isot Wrotig
in affirming thsat, up to the tinme of the establisl.nîient Of tble
North Cerman Confederacy, the traditinai aspect of GerniTIS
life, of the- csass above-meutioued, had îiot beau entireiy lOst
sight of, and çartainly, up to that tixue, the decadence in Gernio
manufacturas had usot made itsaliprominent.

Sinca the establishment of the confederacy, barriers bave been
throwu dowîî on ail aidas. The centrai authorities, thongh' Un-
wiliug to concade parliamaentary goverumeut, hastened to '8'
tiafy thse demanda of advaniced political parties on ail sides.Th
sanie policy pravaiied at the ra-astablisbment of the empire. TFhe
restrictions which formarly operated to prevent migrationi fi-oi
place to place were ramioved, the atrictuasa of the laws Of81
preuticesbip and conitract was relaxed, sud facilities 'Ware
afforded for mari-age sud relief of the poor. Moreover, ma'iny
nId trada regulatins wera swept away. When it is borna ini
mimd that aIl these changes wez-e made during a period of' gi-eat
commercial pi-osperity, when capital, fiuaily angmeuîted by tle
linge treasura won by war, was abundant, sud capitaliats seekuîîg
on ail sidea for w-orknian, it is usot difficuit to uuderstand hlow
mattars have couic to thair preaeut pass. History has told an Oîd
tale anew. The ,tern-domeasticity, the grava contauted spirit "f
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