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recline upon the soft, yielding couches,
out their hunds to the feast spread upon
You eatch the sound of the hurrying footsteps of the
servants, the rattle of the dishes, the laugh of the |
guests, or the notes of merry music, Suddenly it is
announced that there is no wine. No wine? Mary
looks ut Jesus, She significantly sa, ‘They have no
wine." But not yet is the Suviour's hour, Perhaps
Mary has risen from her couch, for she is w hispering to
the servants that they do the bidding of Jesus. She has
such confidence in this strange Son, whose history has
been attended by such revelations of power. Six water-
pots of stone, six large pots, und Jesus bids that they
be filled with water. What fory It may seem strange
that a guest should give the order, Besides, it is wine,
not water, that is needed. Do any of the servants
demur? No, They have not forgotten the words of
Mary. And how anxiously Mary is watching her son
and the six pots of stone. Hear the water running,
gurgling and splashing into the pots! The guests—have

They reach
the tubles,

they risen now, and do they gather around the bustling
servants as they empty their water-sking? The water
has deepened in the pots to their very brim, and the
people in silence and wonder look at the cool, spurkling
surfuces, What does le suy, the Great Tencher,
ter? “Draw out now and bear unto the gov-
ernor of the feast! " Moment of deep suspense! Mary
so eagerly is looking on. Every guest is curiously
leaning forward to see what will come from the pots of
stone. Jesus alone is ealm.  What will come fy om the
pots of stone?  Was not water poured in? Where are
Vine-clusters to hold and sun to sweeten and #0il to
stimulute the juice that shall fill the drinking-cups at
the wedding feast? Al, better than vine or sun or #0il
Is the Creator who made all these, and now tell the
water to do his bidding. But the pot of stone is yield-
ing up its beverage; and as it comes into the light it is
--it is wine as if within the pot a vine's pulpy clusters
of purple had just been pressed! O that power attend-
ing the beneficence and attesting the divinity of Jesus!

———————

A.D. 27 LESSON 1v.

[Commit to memory verses 14-16.]

There was a man of the Phi-
i-sees, named Nic'o-de’mus, u ruler
of the Jews:

2 The sume came to Je’sus by
night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we
know that thou art a teacher come
from God: for no man can do these
miracles that thou doest, except
God be with him,

3 Je’sus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily,
1 say unto thee, Except a mun be born aguin, he cannot
see the kingdom of God,

4 Nic’o-de’mus saith unto him,
horn when he is old¥ can he enter
his mother's womb, and be born?

Je/sus answered, Verily, verily, T say unto thee,
Except a man be born of water and ¢f the Spirit, he
cunnot enter into the of God,

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Marvel not that [suid unto thee, Ye must be born

How can a man he
the second time into

Zuin,

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest
the sound thereof, hut canst not tell whence it cometh,
gmll whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the

pirit,

JESUS AN

| that believeth

ICODEMUS,

9 Nic’o-de’mus
these things be?

10 Je’sus answered und said unfo him, Art thou a
master of Is’ra-el, and knowest not these things#

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we
do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive
not our witness,

12 If 1T have told
not, how shall ye
things?

13 And no man hath ascen
that came down from heuven,
is in heaven,

14 And as Mo’<es lifted up the Eerpent in the wilder-
nesg, even 8o must the Son of man be lifted up:

15 That whosoever believeth in him &hould not perish,
but have eternal life.

16 For God so loved the worlil, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlusting life,

17 For God sent not his Son into the world to con-
demn th'e world; but that the world tkrough him might
be saved.

18 He that bel
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iswered and said unto him, How can

you earthly things, and ye believe
believe, it" 1 tell you ¢f heaveuly

deth up to heaven, but he
even the Son of man which

ieveth on him is not condemned: but he

not i« condemned already, because he

hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son
God.

General Statement,

From Cana Jesus went to Capernanm. on the shore
of the Sea of Galilee, Iis mother and younger broth- |
ers accompanied him, and also the little band of his fol- |
lowers, most of whom lived near by. They remained
here but u few days, and then Jesus journeyed to Je
salem, with the throng of pilgrims, to celebrate the great
Feast of Passover, Perhaps it was hix purpose to be-
in his public ministry at the capital of the nation, in
the hope that the feaders and eople would rally
around him, and accept him as lhen Messiah. He en-
tered the temple, and found its outer courts resounding
With the noise of trade, heasts and birds for sacrifice
heing sold. and the tubles of the money-changers stand-
ing on every side. With the authority of a prince in
his Father's house, he broke in upon the confasion,
drove out the buyers and the sellers, and made the
Gentiles® Court, at leust for u time, as holy as the inner

Explauntory and

Verse 1. The Pharisees. A fmrty or sect among
the Jews which undertook to fulfill the 11w of Moses to
the very letter, and in its devotion to the letter too often
weglected the spirit. Some of them were earnest, god-
Iﬁmeu. but others were self-seeking and hypoeritical.

icodemus. We know of this man only what is re.
lated here, in Joh 50. where he is named ns a half-
defender of Jesus, anid in John 19, 39. where he i< men-
toned i tuking part in the burial of Jesus,  He was an

halls. But his act arons

ed against him the bitterest
enmity from the classes

having an interest in the prof-
anation of the temple—priests whose perquisites he
had interfered with, scribes whose shortcomings he
had exposed. and merchants whose wicked gains he had
stopped.  All interests combined against him, and be-
lievers in him were few. Iis miracles awakened curi-
osity, but failed to inspire a true faith, Among the
ruling classes there were, however, a few who were
awakened to interest.  One of these was Nicodemus, a
man timid by nature, and slow in spiritual perception,
but bhearing in his heart the germs of a faith which
should one day blossom out in noblest confession, This
man came to Jesus by night, and received from the
Great Tencher the revélation of one of the cardinal doce.
trines of the Gospel, that of the new birth by fuith in
Christ,

Practical Notes,

honest seeker after trath, but dull in
prehension, and timid in confessing Chi
vdncul'el‘y attached to the Saviour, and at the last braved
danger by aiding in his burial, ruler of the Jews,
The Jews were at this time under Roman anthority,
and governed bya poi )y the emyp .
But it was according to Roman policy to interfere as
little as possible with exlutlnﬁmrms of administration,
und hence the Sunhedrin, or Jewish council of seventy

his epiritual ap-
rist.  Yet hewas




