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for moneiary oacking. The occurrenice of- any disaster to the
mother country would carry withi it suelh a check to the material
developrnent of the Dominion as would amount to financial rini
so far as this generation is cencered. Surely for this reason Silone
it is ixuperative, that wvc contribute adequately to the effective
Jfefence of the empire. The Laurier navy -%vil1 not constitute
such a contribution. At least we should build a complete naval
unit, including one Dreadnought and an extra cruiser of the saine
class as a special reinforcemient to the Royal navy.

The Naval Bill of Canada ignores the necessity. A flotilla
of small cruisers and destroyers iih be of no value either to give
or receive the liard hinocks of battie.

I. RICE, '12.

NATIONAL GAMES.91

H1E influience of national gaines on public life affords a
mide field for discussion. Thle v'ery word national lbas
a grave impression on oiir feelings. WhVlile passing by
a mnilitary caiî, wc iiay hear the swveet refrains of the

National Antliei. Ilow Ibis mielodious air al)peals to our senses.
At once our iiettle is raised on high. and everything points to
pdace and harmiony. The saine effeet is caused by the resuit of
-national gainles.

MTe nowv aslz ourselves whiat are the national gaies. In
studying the question, -%ve find thiat eachi country lias its own.
We first hear of national sport taking place in the ancient coun-
tries of Greece aud Rome. The history of those places gives us
a very vivid description of liowv they were put into practice. *We
sec, that the Governmnent hadl praetieally full control over ail its
,citiziŽns. *W len a mâale ehild -%vas a few mionthis old, lie wvas vie-
cd by au inspector of the State, and if strong and rohust wotuld
at the age of siýven yc.ars hecomie a student for the defence, of
his country. Thuîis, in order to develop theic youth, national gaines
wcere resorted to, ,and they lhave inaintained their custoin ever
since. WTVe hiave read about those famnous athîctes of the old
world. The only reason given for their success is evidently the
remnbrauce of thie old miotto: '<Thactice inakes Perfect."
Chiaillpionýshiips of ait, sorts were ohtained, the înost noticeable


