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SYNOD OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
¢HURCH IN ENGLAND.

Mayis the month for the meetings of ec-
denastical avsemblies and anniversaries of reli.

. giousand phitanthropic socicties of all kinds in

Britsio. Whilethere is much in them all that is
1oll of interest, the limitations of our space com-
pelusto confine our aitention chiefly, if not al-
together to those in which asa chutch we are in
the closest alliance. We give here accordingly a
brief summary, oot so much of the proceediogs of

b ihe Synod of the Presbyterian Churchin England

ssofthe present state of the church itself, its

& work aad the subjects of interest dealt with at the
| lite mectiog of its Synod.

The twenty-first meeting was held in Regent
Square Presbyterian Church, .London, and open-
ed o the evemng of the 27th ult, the Moderator,
the Rev. Richard Leitch, M.A., of Newcastle,

d presidiog.  There wasa very full attendance,
E The ‘text of his opening sermon was Gal.i. 8¢

# Put though we or an angel from heaven, preach
sy other gospel, ete.” His subject was
It was
1.—What was that

summarised in
ucto you first of

treated under these heads :
Gospel. This point was
1 delivered

died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and

S that He was buried, and that He rose again from

¥ of any other Gospel.

‘ 2id, had beenan upeventful one.

E the dead the third day according to the Scrip-
E tcrer.”  Grace lies at its  base,

*¢ By grace are
yesaved through faith, and that not of yourselves;
itisthe giftof God.” II.—Paul's Intolerance
** Though we or an angel
from heaven preach any other gospel unto you
than that we have preached usto youlet him be
awéursed.” *“The Pauline conception of the
gospel was not a theory that he had framed out
of his owa cogitations, but it wasa revelation
which ke had received from heaven.” ¢ It was
ot after man, for he neither received of man,
neither was he taugbt it but by revelation of Jesus
Christ.” III.—The Pauline Gospel is adapted
to the Present Age. **It never grows old, and
those who embrace it never feel that they are be-
hind the age.  Oune feature of its strength is its
immutability, and if men will insistin makiog
itaccord, as they fancy, more with the spirit of
the age, and make it agree mure with the dictates
of buman reason, by divesting it of its super.
nataral character, they only weaken its force, and
desttoy its usefulness. The salt loses its savor,
The virtue of the Divine remedy disappears.”
The sermon was able, manly, strong throughoaut,
and had in it the ring of the very gospel which
Paul himself preached.
THE NRW MODERATOR.

The Brard of Nomination baving unanimous:
Iy presented for Moderator the name o! the Rev.
J.Thoburn McGaw, D.D., General Seretary, it
was cordially accepted and confirmed. Hethere-
apon took the chair, and sccording to wae custom
prevailiog in the British Presbyterian Churches,
delivered an claborate opening address, passing
inreview matters pertaining to the Sypod, ques-
tidns to be dealt with, and its relation to public
ezents affecling itsowa or the general welfare.
Asummary of this address will include every
topic of material interest to usat this distanceand
give the most necessary information,

After thankiog-the court for the honor con-
feried upon him, he referred.to the departure by
death of five ** beloved brethren * in the ministry
azd of some veperated and valued clders. Of the
former we refer only tothé Rev. TheodoreJ.
Meyer, who for nearlya quarter of 2 century as
thesgent of the charch, bore witness for it to the
Jews in the east of Londoo. The year, he
Work hzd
beencarried on quictly and sleadily. We have
costinued to proclaim in all-our churches, wis-
sion balls aud Sunday schools the - infinite love of

God, and the matchless grace of Christ, avd of
His Spirit.” Tt was with sorrow confessed that
not so much aggressive work had been under-
taken amongst the masses of the home-beathen as
rhould have been.  The Iastruction of the young
had commanded much earnest care and atteation
and the Synod’s Committee on the Instruction of
Youth included not & few of our ablest men and
our most experienced teachers; ‘who have
thrown themselves into their great work with
heart and thoroughness.

THE COLLEGH, THE SUSTENTATION AND WIDOWS'
AND ORPHANS' FUND:

The college had been maintained injthurough
efficiency durivg the year. In thedifficulties con-
nected with its removal to Cambridge, its dis-
tinguished professorial staff would receive the
sympathy and command the loyal support of the
whole Church., 1Tt is destived, with a growing
Church at its back, to exert, in the near future, a
potent influence upor gpreat ecclesiastical and
theological problems, which are affecting the
destinies of the nation, and the solution of which
cannot be much longer delayed.

The Sustentation Fuod has given fresh proof
that it has secured a firm hold upon the
iotelligent convictions avd the practical sym-
pathy of our people, and only needs to be
better uncerstood in order to secure for it
even a2 more universal and generous support than
it has hitherlo enjoyed. The provision made by
the Church for aged and infirm ministersis lament-
sbly inadequate ; hut its improvement is occupy-
fug the earnest attention of a Special Committee,
whase labours, it is trusted will be crowned with
sucerss. More irﬁdequa!e. if possible, is the pro-
vicion made for ministers’ Widows and Orphans,
Faw objects could he more deserving, or more ap.
propriate, thao helping to provide the necessaries,
and a few of the comforts, of life for minicters who
have literally worn themselves out in the service
of the King, and for the widows and orphans of
ministers who have actuslly fallen on the field.”

Our newly-established Mission to the Jews in
Aleppo has brought us into close touch with the
unspeakable sufferings of our persecuted fellow-
Chrictians of Armenia. QOur missionary teacher,
Mr. Christie, was present with the Peace Com.
mission at the capitulation of Zeitun, and his vivid,
harsowing picture of the terrible things which he
witnessed there has touched and moved the whole
Church. Our people are responding nobiy to his
cloquent and pathetic appeal for clothes and
money for the naked and starving Armenians ; and
the Synod will not fail to give voice to our feel-
inps of indignation and shime, that the brutal and
fanatical Turk has been permitted by the Euro-
pean powers to doom 2 whole race to ontrage and
massacre.

FORERIGN MISSIONS—HALF A CENTURY.

“* Asin former years, our missions to the hea«
then io India, Siogapore, China, and Japan have
been signally blessed. For half a century He has
continued to bestow upon us His choicest gifts, in
‘saiotly men and women who have consecrated
themselves to His service amongst the heathen
ang also in men and women not less saiotly who
have consecrated much of their time and of their
best thoughts to the gathering and administering
of the people’s offerings for the work., "A wide
and cffectual door has been long opened before us
and our missionarics have had thz uospeakable
joy of organizing well equigped native churches in
China and Japan which have themselves establish-
ed"Christian missions which they carry oo at theis
own cost amongst their fellow countrymen outside
their owa borders.” In this great work the Church
enjoyed the invalusble co-operation of the Wo-
men's Missionaty Association, ‘formed stventeen
years ago, aod -marking's: memorable esa in the
history of our missionsand of our Church, Tts
affairs are administered with rare sagacity and.de-

votion and its agenls arc-second to noné i zeal.

and consecration to the will and service of Christ,

The very success of the Church's foreign mission
operations have become to it a serious embarrass-
ment, owing to demands for extension on every
side leading the Church into liabilities greatly in
excess of its income. A substantial addition to
lacome is indispensably necessary to going for-
ward, * The heathen are perishing ; God is celliog
us to their rescue; we must not,—we dare not
disohey.”

RELATION OF HOME AND FORRIGN MISSIONS—

SACRRDOTALISM,

To place Foreign Mission woik upon a sohg
financial basis, Church extension must be vigor-
ously pushed at home. ¢ No policy," Dr, Mec-
Gaw said, ! could be more obviously suicidal
than for the advocates of the claims of Foreipn
Missions to seek to withdraw the interest of our
people from our Home Mission work. Every
new congregation established at home will contri-
bute money and supply missionaries for work
among the heathen.” This was one reason urged
for vigorous work at home. Auother was the
rapid growth of Sacerdotalism in the Church of
Eogland. * This is fraught with serious peril to
the souls of men and is being diligeatly propagat-
ed by men who enjoy the prestige of being minfs-
ters of the Established Church; it is makiag its
baneful, blightiog influence felt in many of our
colleges and public schools, and is thus poisoning
the fountains of the nationslife. Protestantism and
the liberties of Englaod are in peril, because of
the Established Church being honey-combed from
end to end with Sacerdotalism. The result of 30
vears of litigation has been & complete triumph of
the Ritualists so that their Romish doctrines and
practices are now protected, and the mass-house
and the confessional have been practically estab.
lished by law. The English Church Udnion now
numbers nearly 40,000 members including at Jeast
29 bishops, and more than 4,200 of the clergy.
It incuicates the Cenfessional, the Sacrifice of the
Mass, Transubstantiation, Fasting Communion,
the Supremacy of Tradition over Scripture, the
Fastward or Sacrificing Position, Romish Vest.
ments, Candles, Incense, the Mixed Chalice, the
* Agnus Dei,’ Prayers for the Dead, and the use of
Crosses and Crucifixes in Divine Worship.” .

Because of this danger, the Home Mission,
the Sustentation Fund, the colleze and all home
organizations must be strengthened and develop-
ed, especially the effott to riise within five years
& Church Builu.ag Fund of $250,000. ¢ There are
sevenly lowns in Eogland of 20,000 inbabiiants
and upwards, in which there is no Preskyterian
Church, and ia which there ought to be two or
three if we would do our part with the other
evangelical Churches in defending the funda-
meatal principles o the Christiaa faith, the sact-
edness of our homes, and the blood-bought liber.
ties of Eogland against the superstition, the priest-
craft and the tyranay of Sacerdotalism and Ro-
mavism.”

THIRTY YEARS OF PROGRESS.

In 1865 the sum of $123,000 was readily sub-
scribed for church building and debt extinction.
Since then the Church has increased enotmously
in members and wealth, partly owing to the
union in 1876 of the Presbyterianism of England
ioto one body. Duting the last decade, however,
the Church has been held bzck for the lack of
public spitit and of moaey. Last year there was
initiated 8 movement supported ia an inspiring
speech by Dr, Gibson, to raise $250,000 for
church building, and of that $100,000 have been
subscribed in gifts by rich and poor alike. Three
previous eflorts made at different times resulted
inraising  $340,000, adding to the Church, pro.
petty to the value of -$2,325.000, and 86 congre-
gations, The effort now bring made ig the
fourth and promises to be successful. The record
of thirty years progress is as follows:—*The
aumber of our copgregations since 1865 has been
almost trebled—108 have become 300; our
members have increased more than three and a
half times—19,000 have become 70,0003, 2nd
oar aanual income has beea elmost quadrupled—

£58,000 has become 4230,000. If, therefore,
425,000 was subscribed to a Church Bulduing
Fund in 1865, £50 000 ought to be casily raised
for a similar fund n 1896, Indeed, the true pro-
pottion 10 our preseat resources asa Church
would be £80,000 to £90,000, rather than £50,-
000. If we ate worthy successors of the men of
863, we shall hasten to pour the £50,000 into
the Logd's trcasury before the century closes,
giving with glad hearts and open hands, each of
us contributing as the Lord hath prospercd him,
and all of us saying, * Of Thine own have we
given Thee, O Lord.”

MISCELLANROUS SUBJECTS.

Sister Churches,—~The evangelistic wo k
carried on on the Cortioent was to be told of by
representatives of the Waldeosian Chureh, the
Missionary Church, of Belguim, the Evaogelical
Society of Geneva, and deputations from the Irish
Presbyterian Church, and from the colovies were
also to be heard and would be cordially wel-
comed.

International Arbitration.—Tbe efforts now
being made, and arising out of the late Venezuela
difficulty, toarrange for the scttlement of all
differences between Eagland and America by
acbitration, avd so render war between the two
countries practically impossible was warmiy sup-
ported in the Moderator’s speech. He said: “ We
will not relax our efforts until the principle of
arbitration has been embodied in a treaty be-
tween the two countries, and 2 permanent tris
bunal of arbitration has been established.”

The Education Bill.—This bill now before
Parliament, and proposing the extension and more
firm establishment of sectarian schools to be sup-
ported by public money was referred to, and those
present urged, both as members of this Synod and
as citizens of the State, to show themselves at
once enlightened cducationists and the uancom-
promising advocates of religious liberty. ¢ You
will do your utmost to maintain the highest pos-
sible standard of educational efficiency, and to
hinder increased grants of public money being
made to schools not uader direct and efficient
popular control. Happily,” he said, * drawing to
a close, *Sthere is no ‘burning question’ to come
before you.  The proceedings may, therefore, be
lacking io cxcitement, but not, I trust, in that
salid fnterest, which imparts spiritual impulse and
lastiog inspiration.”

The intgrest felt and the agitation over the
Dominion upon the educational question, if not
mild altogether, as compared with thst over the
same subject in Eogland, is at Jeast, judgiog from
newspaper reports, far less keen. The cause for
this is the same in substance as it is in  Canada,
pamely the bold and persistent attempts of the
Church, in this case the Church of England, to
manipulate the schools, with the sid of public
money, 5o as to use them for propagaling Eoglish
Church doctrine and strengthening the national
Church. The present government is stropg and
trusts to its streogth tobe able to carry its pro-
posals against all opposition of dissenting bodies.
The Liberation Society in a circular tells its sup-
porters that they should aim at compelling the
¢ withdrawal of the Bill by vigorous action
theoughout the country ; the Liberationists are
urged to prowote the circulation of publications
and the'bolding of meetings to expose the real
character of the Bill’ It uiges that * constitu-
ents should write to their Parliamentary repre-
sentatives, this being 2 more cffective means of
opposition thaa petitions. Finally, it is cootend-
ed that it must not be supposed that the larpcaess
of the, Government msjotity makes it imp-stible
to preveat the passiag of-the ‘Bill. The Factor-
ies Edncation Bill of 1843 was brought in by =
Tory Goveroment havioga large: msjority, but it
kindled = fire of iadigoatinn which compelled its
abandonment. The present Bill is mote danger.
ous, but, if opposed: with sach enerpy. as was the
Bill of 1843, it will sharc the same fate.



