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JUST why people assembled to protest against
Romish aggression and defend Protestantismn

should register under assumed names and ad-
dresses and sit behind closed doors, is one of those
things fcw people can explain.

L T was rather rough on an ex-alderman of
Toronto to refuse him admission to the Pro-

testant Protective Association Convention because
he had taken an office from Sir John Thompson.
The number of people who wvould not take an
office these hard times is small. Perhaps the
Toronto man was not the only menriber of the order
that would gladi>' take a good thing.

0

THE French papers; that abuse Mr. Papineau
Tfor turning Presbyterian are doiîîg a narrow,

stupid thing. Perhaps the>' iht reply that some
Protestants abuse Sir John Thompson for turning
Catholîc. True. And both are wvrong. Mr.
Papineau had a perfect right to, turn Protestant if
hie wished, and Sir John Thompson had an equal
rîght to join the Catholic communion if he sa de-
sired. There is no use in talking about liberty of
conscience if we do not practise it ail round.

FROM some of the reports of congregational
Fmeetings we learn that Sabbath Schools,

Missîar.dry Societies and uther organizations have
can.'.derable balances in their treasuries. Why was
.&et that money put wvhere it would do some good ?
The contributors who gave it neyer intended that it
should lie far the greater part of the year in.the
cangregational treasury while the church is paying
interest for money needed for current expenseb.
No cangregation should feel proud of an'unexpend-
ed balance. The balance should have been used
for some gcod purpose. A congregation shouýd be
a money-giving, not a money-hoarding institution.

TR. TALMAGE has given bis congregation
ID notice that he intends to resign in

Spring. Several sucb notices have recently beeu
served upan the people and if the business goes on
t.hey %yill soon get used to it. The Brooklyn Taber-
.nacç may yet furnish another illustration of the
folly of trying to buîld Up a cangregation around a
mani without a close connection with any denomi-
,nation. Talmage is a Presbyterian, but> as ýthe boy
said about his father, he laneyer did much, at it."
The Tabernacle is deeply in debt and'the crowd
that attend either cannat or Will not the raise neces-
sar fuinds. By the way, when did a croWd raise
funds for an>' good purpose? The heavy end of the
paying bas always been done, and always mnust be
donc b>' salid church-going people. Notwiths.tand-
ing ail that has been said against denominational-
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ism the world may bce chalienged ta producc a con-
gregation that bas long prospered outsidé of a de-
nomination. It is easy ta talk.against Presbyteries,
Synods, Assemblies, Conferences and other churcli
courts. What congregatiiJn gets on wvc1l for any
length of time witliout a church coniections

A DMIRERS of uniformity in things ecclesiasti-
cal must have noticed. the almost infinite

variety of congregational meetings that are held
each winter. Some congreg.tions review the en-
tire %vork of the past year. Reports are received
fram the session, managers, Sabbath Schodl, Mis-
sionary Societ:es, Christian Endeavor and ever
other organization in the congregation. These arç
dkscussed and the years' work reviewed. Others
spend the greater part of the time on the finances
and littie on missionary or other work A third
class do nothing but discuss and pass the cangrega-
tional account3. Some go minutel>' into the items
and spend the whole evening on the budget. It :s
a suggestive fact that the cangregations that spend
ail the tir-ie on the money question generali>' have
the least mane', wvhile those that give attention ta
the Sabbath School, missionar>' operations and
other work of that kind have the most. There is
some humour in the fact that while man>' excel-
lent people ask for uniformit>' in public worship,
uniformit>' in the election of professors of theoiogy
and other matters, their awn annual meeting, the one
mcetîng absolutel>' under their contrai, is the most
diversified thing in the whole church. And yet
there is nothing in the church more important
than the congregational meeting. If the congrega-
tions go %vrong everything else soan goes wrong.

NOT so long ago a church "scandai"a of some
kind was about the oni>' thing connected

withthe church that man>' newvspapers ever publish-
ed. Nowv the large city dailies report congrega.
tional meetings as fuli>' as the>' report parliamen-
tar>' p.-oceedings and give as much attention ta
ecclesiastical affairs as ta an>' other. The country
weeklies repart nearly everything the churches in
their vicinity are 5doing. Some of them. have a
regular church column filied with ecclesiasticai
items. Anniversar>' services, church openings,
Presbytery meetings, calis, inductions and other
church matters receive quite as tnuch attention from
man>' journals as political movements receive.
There is no divorce between the church and the bulk
of the Ontario press. Ontario is one af the few
countries in the whole world in wvhich the press,
taken as a whole, is friendly ta the church. 0f
course there are a few journals whose ill-concealed
hostility occasionali>' shows itself, but not many.
The press being friendi>' as a whole, and having
immense power and unrivaiied facilities for reaching
the people, might not the church make more use of
it thýan is now made. Is there any reason why a
minister should not give the local press an occasion-
ai extract from, his sermons and thus reach a much
larger congregation than the one he preached ta
from the pulpit. Is there an>' reason why a minis-
ter or any other good mani should not send the
local editor an occasionai fresh news item. We
alihor puffing, and above- cverything else clerical
puffing, but an occasionai striking paragraph from
a sermon or a news item is not puffing. There is a
proper as well as an improper use of the press. One
of the worst varieties of improper use is badgering
the local editor ta insert dead-head church notices.
Never do that

711E PROTESTANT PROTECIIVE ASSO-
CIATlION CONP J' TO..

ACCORDING ta a city contemporary, manyA members of the Protestant Protective.As-
sociation which bas latel>' been holding'its sessions
at Hamilton, entered themselves in hotels registers
under assuffed names. If this lie the case, it does
not spcak well either for those who did so or for
the P.. P. A. Why zshould mnen belong ta
any society which they fe, for any reason, renders,
concealment, of their names as members desirable
or necessar> ' 2What is there in the nature of the
j». P. A. as an organization,,or in the _.'ject it is
seeking, ta attain, thaï should make honest men
afraid or ashamed ta acknowledg their coûrzection
with it2 It is on the face of it a condenination of
the P. P. A. by those who are its prfse fàens
While we.say this, and have. no synupathy with the
rnethods or 2,ms, of this, association,. so, far as'we.
knioW- thaum,' but -understod gçnerally to be the

boycotting, ta a certain extent, of the members
af one religious, body purely becairse of their
ecclesiastical connections we would aloo sa>' that,
the members, and especially the dignitaries of the
Roman Catbolic Church are larrcely, if flot solely, ta,
blame for the existeçce of theP. P. A. and for the
objects it is generally understood ta have jus viewy.
There is no secret organization against Methodists,
Presbyterians or Anglicans as such. Why i Be-
cause they are purely spiritual organizations,,cxist-
ing for pur(.ly spiritual ends, the instruction, and
upbuilding of men in Christian dQctrine and life.
While the Roman Cathplic Church does this also,
it aims besides at other objects of a political, or
semi-political nature, wvhereby it seeks to abtain for
itself power and privileges in the state which no
purel>' religiaus saciety seeks. Thuis ieads it con-
tinuaily to interfere cither openly or secretly in its
organized capacity through Its leaders, in gavern.
ment and politicai affairs, and thereby ta acquire
power for itseif wvhich its past history shows it flot
oni>' as willing ta use for its own aggrandizenent,
-but wvhich it sets before it as a definite and persist-
ent abject so to use at the expense of those who
have elquaity as good claims to every privilege
which good citizensbip implies. This is so svell
known that ta give specific instances of it iswholly
unnecessar>'. Sa long as this is the case thére WilI
arise periodicaîlly arganizatians of men, and wvomen
as iveil, who wili flot have patience ta wait for the
more slowý but more sure way of meeting tfie
spir it and the doings of popery by the spread of
intelligence and the power of truth, but wvi1I hast.en
ta employ as a means ta caunteract them. thé' ap-
parently more speedy methods now followed by the
P. P. A. The leaders, it may bie added, of aur
political parties must also take their f ull share of
blame, wvho for the sake of power and o;ffice :îvill
make concessions to obtain the R(Oman Catholic
vote, aiways ta be p.!d- for in some way, sooiner or
latter; concessions of which a ver>' largenumber of
vaters di 'sappriove, although for the time being they
may not be able, ta shake themselves free from. the
tram mels of party sa far as, because of these con-
cessions ta cast their vote against cibler or bath
parties, or abstain fromn voting aliogether.
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W E kn ow not how it ma>' be amoiigoheWbodies of Christians, or why it sho.uld lie
différent with them frqmn what it is 4mongst Presby-
terians, but certain it is, that wvith us the communion
season and communion Sabbath are always times of
peculiar solemnity and'sacredfiess. Though much,
wve arc aware, rnay be said in favor of more frequent
communion than is usual amongst us, yet no doulit
its being set apart fromn ail ordinary religiaus acts -of
worship b>' being observed oniy at an interval of
some manths, contributes in a measure ta, give it-its
speciai sacredness. But* this is only one, and flot a
ver>' important, one of the elements which go ta
make Up its distinctivel>' sacred character. There is
the anxious anticipation ofit in the hearts of Chris-
tian parents, pastors, Sunday school teachersand other
members of the congregation. There is the seriaus
thoughtfulness, of those who desire or 'the first tinue
ta make public profession of their faith in Christ by
sitting down at the table of the Lard. *' nere are
the mingled feelings «f those who h -ave severed ild
and dear church ties ta form, new ard untriedones.
There is the usu.ai prayer meeting taking on a special
character suited ta the occasion, the public -reception
ver>' possibly of ̂ new members. the tender and loving
counsel ta them of the pastar spoken in symipathetic
tones, feeling that lie himself is compassed' about
vith infirrnity. Naturally on such an occasion âI&lo
there recur toi the mmnd the blanks. that. -Èrýeihd
death, or change of hocmelha made, ta those shut-uno
in sick rooms, or whom the g rowing inlirmitiés- &
age keep frpm the place of prayer. Il The itoîch ôf
-the vanished hands and the sounid of the voice that
is stili" are mîssed especiàlwy at suchsesýons. A
deep anld tender .interest is lent ta the' wvhole'scene.
Later on is.the day of. preparation rkdbth
serrtn specially fitte.d 'ta reach the C*oàicience a «nd
lufe, taO encourage, to warn, orinsie h praàyeèrs
air arked by an- "'nus ual -untianr arid tenderne* ss,
aid«tokens are distiibùtèd tô a intendig- comiui-«''
cants" coming 'férwàrd' in due. order ývith_ seriloüs
mien. In the quiet, sar.e io'urs t1Iat intevenebe.
fore. the Sabbathi, The thuoughts' nàtû ra'à turýn ta
the daýyandits sacredl feast. W.hr& ithlas 'c'&ùýè'itý
lias.sevèral feitirres-wihmr là Wofffonti ~
r outine. 1The ,.eiders 1arc se .e? . ovi 'ng. abuut" 'id
more ung. ged than on oth er days with tearne


