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_Vastor anb Veopk.o
ON TAKZNG THE COLLECTIONV

1 was taking rny collection for the Foreign Mission workArnd believing t the practice on the part ai some ta sbirkFrom the clearest Christian dury-leaving others ta sustainThe sublimest work af ages-in my preaching I was plain,Rather personal in places, and, as people soinetimes say,Struck out squarely fromn the shoulder, in the good old-iashioned way.There were restlessness and motion, quite unusual, in the pews ;Women rearrainged their bonnets, men had trouble witb their shaes.In the gallery around me there was ane continuai stir,And a large an-ount of coughing for that season ai the year.This but acted as a challenge on a nature such as mine,Sa I rose ta the occasion, hewing dloser ta the line.Uncle Ben, as was bis custom, gave the sermon earnest heed,But bis face wore some expressions that were difficult ta read.I discoursed upan the subject, argued, scolded for an bour,And pranaunced a peraratian of cansiderable power.The collection was my first one, and I naturally beljevedIt wouid reach a handsomne figure ; I was thoroughly deceived.When the ushers gave the total, they bath said, with solemn face,It was far the smallest offering ever taken in that place.Ful ai weariness, relecting an the selflshnesq af men,1 went early Monday marning ta talk with Uncle Ben.He was milking, and 1 asked hlm w-hat the bottomn reason wasThat the people gave so little ta the Foreign Mission cause."Try your hand at milking, parson," Uncle Ben said, with a smile."Take this jersey ; " and I sat down, pleased enaugh ta make a trial,Going at the business raughly, like a novice, pull, tug, pound,And that heifer in a maoment laid me fiat out on the ground."Whoa, there, Bessie 1 lump up, parson ; ain't burt much ? P1ibrusb your coatIlere's your bat," be said. 1 swallowed sametbîng rising in mytbroat.
Then he sat down beside that Jersey, hummning same ald-fashioned air,Milking, bumming, and the creature stood and neyer stirred a bair."Well," 1 said, regaining slowly caîmness and a sweeter mood,"Who would dream, ta sec that beifer. she wauld ever act 50 rude ?"Uncie Ben Iaoked up and wbispered: " It's a curiaus kind ai trick,How ta get tbe milk out from ber, and nat bave the creature kick.Leara the lessan, parson, clearly ; learn it here and learn it naw-You must tauch a cangregatian gently, as I touch this caw.Lay your band upan the people witb a stîrake as soit as silk,And yau'll f111 the plates with maney, as I f111 this pail witb milk."

-Rev. Al/eed_. Fougi:, in Zion's Hera/d.

SAVE THE BO YS.
Wberc arc the boys, the young men ? we instinctivelyand sorrowfuîîy ask, as we look over aur cangregatuans andcommunion tables. Some ai tbem, in many cangregatiansa goodîy number ai tbem, are present, interested and de-vout worshippers. Here and there are pews wbere cvery boybclonging ta the iamily is scen. And sametimes the plea-sant spectacle is presented ai the wbole family at the com-munion table. Instances ai this should be cormaon instead aiinirequen:. God's promises ta Christian parents authorizethem, if they are iaitbful in parental duty, ta expect ta sec.their cbiidren walking Ilin the faotstcps ai the flock, and feed-ing beside the shepherds' tents."
Wbile the Church is doing much ta save the youth bymeans of the Sabbath school and yaung people's societies, itis fia daubt truc that much marc could and should be doncta save themn before they pass the period ai girlboad and boy-bood.
Wc seem ta regard the conversion 'of a man as far mareimportant than the conversion ai a boy. Hence aur effortsare chiefly put forth an their bebali. Christian ministers andpeople spencl far mare of their time and strength in tryingta get men ta break off irom sinful habits than tbey do taprevent the yaung iram forming sucb habits, fargctting theold maxim, that "lan ounce ai prevention is Wortb a poundai cure."
The farmer Who would allaw the weeds ta grow taîl andstrong bcfQre trying ta eradicate thcmn, would nat get creditfor mucb wisdom. Evcry busbandmnan knaws that he canonly be successfui in kecping bis field free framn weeds bydestroying themn as soon as they appear, and before thcybave raoted and becomne strong. Witb a single stroke aibis bac be can destroy dozens ai the tender plants, but itrequires ah bhis strength and many strokes ta rem-ove ancthat bas struck its roots deep inta the earth and tawers abovebis bead. It is far casier ta keep a boy irom iarming thehabit ai using tobacco than ta get him ta give up the habitafter it is ionrmcd. And'effrt xpndd n, nsin* itath

mas: withaut exception the children ai parents wbo are carn-est, piaus and iaitbful, follow in the iootsteps ai their pa-rents. Professing Christian parjnts ai a Iow degree ai piety,wbo are irregular in their attendance upon the public ardi-nances ai religion, who ncglect the iamily altar and theprai'cr-meeting, wbo do but little according ta their ability tasupport the Gospel among themselves, or ta send it ta the
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spirituaîîy destitute and needy, usually have cbiidren iust ascareless, lifeîess and woridîy as themselves.
Perhaps nat less than the nine-tentbs, passibly a mucblarger proportion, af the active mernbershup ai the Cburchto-day were brought into its full communion in eariy life.Lt is only now and agaîn that anc is plucked as a brandout ai the ire in the latter period ai lite. How impressiveîydaes this fact suggest the importance of saving the boysand girls ? If they are flot saved in youth, the greater num-ber of them wili be Iost. Either the world or the Church wiiihave the mast of themn befare thcy are thirty years af age.If the chiidren af this generation are saved, the carninggeneratian wiii sec such spiritual peace and prosperity as theworld bas neyer yet known. Then let Christian parents andthe whole Church give aIl possible diligence ta make sure thecalling and election ai the youtb ai the Cburch and ai allyoung people before they become Ilbardened through the de-ceitiulness af in.- United Presbytep-ian.

IERE 1 A M.
A lawyer had a cage hanging on the wall in bis affice, inwbich was a starling. He bad taught the little fcllow ta an-swer when he called it. A boy named Charley came in ancmarning. The lawyer leit the boy there whi'e be went outfor a iew minutes. Wben he returned the bird was gone.He asked : IIWhere is my bird?" Charley replicd that hedid not know anything about it. "But, said he, IICharlie,that bird was in the cage wben I went out. Now tell me ail,about it ; wbere is it ?" Charlie declared that he knew noth-ing about it ; that the cage door was open, and be guessedthat the bird had flown out. The lawyer called out :"lStar-ling, wbere are you ?" The bird spake right out ai th! boy'spocket, and said just as plain as it could, IlHere I am 1 "Ah, what a fix that boy was in ? He had stolen the birdand had hid it, as he supposed, in a sale place, and had toldtwo lies ta conceal bis guiit, and now camne a voice from bisawn pocket which told the story ai bis guilt. Lt was a testi-mony that ail the wor!d would believe. The boy bad nothingta say. The bird was a living witness that the boy mas athief and a liar.
We have flot al ai us a starling, but we bave a con-science-~not in aur pocket, but in a more secure place-inaur saul ; and that tells the story ai aur guiît or aur inno-cence. As the bird answered when the iawyer called it, sawhen Gad speaks aur conscience will reply . and give sucbtestimany that we cannot deny nar explain away.

A PASTORAL INCIDENT

Lt was my first year ini the ministry. A good eIder badcame in ta spend an evenir)g haur with bis pastar, and tatalk aver the atTairs ai the Cburch generaîîy. In the courseof conversation 1 sa d: 1 heard this aiternoon that aId Mr.is very sick, and I'm gaing to sec him in the morning."The aId man lived three miles away, neyer came tachurcb, and had neyer seen me, nor I him. I knew, and theeIder knew, that three years before, wben an her dying bcd,the aId man's wife bad sent for my predecessor, that the aidman bad ardered the faithful pastor ta leave the bouse.When, therefore, I proposed going ta sec him, the eIder shookbis bead aminausîy, and raid : I 1tbink yau better not. He'ilprobably order yau out ai the bouse if you do. "Ta this I replied : IINo matter if be daes;'l do as Iplease about gaing ; I' flot afraid ai an aId man, especiaîîyif be's sick."1
IlWell," said the eider, "lif that's the way yau (ccl about ityau bad better go."
In the rnorning I went, and mark bow the way was openedfor me. No anc noticcd my arrivaI, and, as I knacked atthe door a daughter.mn-îaw ai the sick man and a member afthe Church ai which 1 was pastor, apened the door and wel-comed me.
M y trstto gb a: G d bs p n d ay fr m

%"y - kinct ne answered in adistinct voice, sa that aIl in the room couid distinctîy hear andunderstand him:. I'For a whoîe year pas:, by night and byday, I have called on God MY Saviaur"j
This wboie occurrence was a valuable lessan ta nme in thebeginnin'af MY ministry, Lt taugbt me that wben duty isclear I shouîd go stcadily forth ta its performance, and I haveneyer seen cause to act otberwis.-lntel/igencer

FAPRIL 6th, 1892.

HEPOWER 0,FE'XAMPLE.

Let only ane soul in any cornmunity become deeplVawakened on account Of guilt, and with an absorbed gazelook away froni self to Christ toa m ec n adniHi, namne. What an influence w ili beacertedupaon thrn
No orm ai ppoitin cn eiecually resist it. No secret'scepticismn abroad can withstand such an example of conquer-ing grace. Other souls wiii be led to sober reflection andgenuine repentance. Many widespread revivals have origin,ated in the regeneration ai a single individuaî..possibly anobscure Persan, witbaut worldly position and brought tcChrist through the agency of saime individuai equaiiv un*known.

This is just as truc of a soul earnestîy seeking a cleanheart. The Spirit dwelling in sucb persans is quickly con-tagiaus. The sulent prayer wiil be lifted ail around : I"Createin me a clean heart,") the meetings for prayer wili be forth-with enlivened, the awakened attention of believers ta theirhigh priviiege ini the Gospel wilI soon become general-ail theresuit af the new lufe of faith wrought by the Hoiy Spirit ifla single sou]. Who bas not seen ail this again and agailiiliustrated in bis own commun ity? And if this be God'smethod of bringing in the fulness of His kingdomn upon earth,every Christian shouîd enquire :Amn I ail that God wauldhave me ta be in inward purity and autward lufe?

GJVE TRU THE CUT I)IRECT-
There aie a few things whmch 1 wauid have vou renel'ber, and then 1 have done. Remember that the HoiySpirit bas His ways and methods, and there are somte thingswhich He wili not do. Bethink you that He makes no pro-mise ta, bless compromises. If we mnake a treaty with errOror sin, we do it at Our own risk. If we do anything that WCare not clear about, if we tamnper with truth or holiness, ifwe are friends ai the world, if we make provision for theflesh, if we preach half-heartedîy and are in league with er,rorists, we have no promise that the I-oly Spirit will gowith us. The gicat promise runs in quite another strain:IlCamne ve out tramn among themn, and be yc separate, saiththe Lord, and tauch not the unclean thing ; and I wili receiveyou, and wili be a Father unto you, and ve shahl be MYsans and daughters, saith the Lord God Almnighty." In theNew Testament Only un that anc place, with the exceptionaf theý Book af Revelation, is God called by the name ofIlthe Lord God Almighty." If yau want ta know what greatthings the Lord can do, as the Lord God Almighty, be sep-arate frorn: the world, and from those who apostatise frinthe trutb. The title, " Lard God Almighty," is evidentiyquated tramn the Old Testament. IlEI-Shaddai "-God ail-sufficient, the many.breasted God. We shall neyer knowthe utmast power ai God for supplying ail aur needs till wehave cut connectian once for ail with everything which 15not accarding ta His mind That was grand af Abrahaniwben he said ta the King af Sodom : I will not take 01tbee "-a Babylanish garment, or a wedge af goJd ? No,No. He said : I will nat take fromn a thread even ta 3shoe latchet." That was Ilthe cut direct." The man af Godwill have nothing ta do with Sodamn, or witb (aise doctrine. Ifyau sce anything that is cvii, give it the cut direct. Havedonc with those who have donc with truth. Then you wili beprepared ta receive the promise, and nat tilI then.-SpOurgeon-

BE4 UTIFUL SIDE 0F LIFE.
Lt is hardly an exaggeration ta say that two-thirds of al'that makes it Ilbeautiful ta be alive » consists in cup.affcr-ings of water. Nat an hour ai ife's journey but is renderedcasier by their freshening or harder by their absence.Why ? Because most ai us are burden.bearers ai anc sortor another ; because ta most of us a large part of the jour*ney is a duil and trivial trudge ; because there is much dLlStupon the raad, and nat somany bad places as probably v/Cthink, Vet many Comman places ; and it is ioad and duStand stretches of the commonplcetht- aeIncth--Y

wa A bt" u.-A -- ' to LUpass tnrougb this life but once. ithere is any kindness or any gaad thing 1 cando ta miaw-eins, lt m doit now. I shall pass this way but once.

POPULARLY caiied the king of medicines-Hoodes Sarss'parilia. Lt conquers scrofuîa, sait rheum and ail other 1d
diseases.


