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"0 F-ngland ; Col. Griffin and Rev. R. H. Roberts from tht
Baptist Union ; Drs. Biaikie and Burgess from tht Fret Church
Of Scotîand ; Rev. Alexander Henderson, LL. D., and Dr.
'Vl Blair, from tht United Prembyterian Church in Scot-

ln;Dr. Beet and Prof. Davidson from tht Wesleyan
Mtethodist Confrence ; Revs. James Travis and John Wenu
from .tht Primitive Methodists ; Principal Edwards and Rev.
R. EE Morris from the Calvinistic Methodists; Rev. J. Dy-
Ulend and Mr. F. W. Boumne trom tht Bible Christians;
Rev.H. H. Marshall and Dr. Watts from tht Methodist
New Connexion ; Revs. T. B. Saul and Ira Miller from tht U.
M-* F. Church, and Messrs. Joues and Crosfitld representing
thet Society of Friends.

Another Act of the Council immediately after organization
anid before business was entered upon was tht passage of a
reselution of condolence on account of tht illness of Rev. C.
li. Spurgeon. Mr. Spurgeon's son answered as follows:
16MSpurgeon is very grateful for tht sympathy and Chris-
tian love expressed in tht resolution passed by tht Interna-
tienal Councli of Congregationalists. Tht way is very dark
JUst now, but tht light ot God's love is beyond tht darkness.
The Prayers ot ail are still needed, for tht dear patitnt's con-
dition lu stili very critical. Nothing is impossible with God,
'%'d we still hope, saying with ail our hearts, 'God's will be
dont i Please ta accept tht warmest thanks of Mrs. Spurgeon
alld of yaurs sincerely.» H.
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THE DI VINE LIFE IN MA N.

1 ~.R. W. D)ALES ADDRESS AT THE CONGREGATIONAL
-COUNCIL.

We are assembled in the presence of God, and in tht name
Of ur Lord Jesus Christ, as tht ministers and representatives

Ot Christian Churches planted iu many lands-in England,
Scotland, Wales and Ireland ; in tht United States of Am-
etica.; in Canada;, in tht West Indies ; lu South Africa; in
M1adagascar; lu Australia, rasmania and New Zealand; ln

tht Islands of the South Pacific ; lu India ; in China; iu
Japan ; and in several of the countries of Continental Europe.
M4Ost of us inherit tht ecclesiastical traditions of tht Separat-
iSts, Who, lu tht time of Quten Elizabeth, revived in this ceun-
trY the polity ef tht Apostolic- Churches. Iu their courageous
6delity te tht trust which, as they believed, they had received
frein God, some of them suffered long and cruel confinement
in tht Fleet. prison-on part of tht site of which stands tht
Mernoriai hall lu which we met yesterday.- Som e of them
SUftered death at Tyburu, net far from tht place where we are
rateting.to-day. But tht Congregational Churches of Norway
and Sweden, to whose representatives I venture lu your name
tO Rive a special welcome, have a different history. They
have grown into sudden strength during tht last thirty years
,as the result ot a special manifestation of tht power and tht
grace of God ; and they found tht Cougregational Church
Order '(or themselves in tht pages of tht New Testament.

Tht Churches we represent have a cemmon polity, and
that polity bas its roots in tht central contents of the Chris-
tian Faith. For tht theory of Congregationalism rests upon
tht belief that ln Christ tht very lite of God bas been given
tu mfani; and that when those who have received that lite are
Ratbered together in Cbrist's name, Christ who died, but 15
risen again, lu, in tht midst of themn. We are Congregatiocai-
ists ; but we rejoice in our kiuship with aIl who recognize lu
Christ tht Son of God sud tht Lord sud Saviour of meu. We
give a hearty welcome ta tht reprtsentatives ef other Chris-
tian communities who have honoured us with their preseuce
this morning. We pray that iu their ministry as well as in
OUr own tht great power of God msy be revealed, sud that
their churches may, %Ili of them, be manitestly tht temples of
the Holy Ghost.

Tht subject announced for this address is flot my ewu
chôice. it was proposed te me by tht English section of tht
corninittet which srrsnged tht preceedings of this Council ;
end, thougb I was couscious that it lits far beyend tht limits

world 'is tht realization by man of tht righteousness, the
blessedntss and tht glory of tht lite of God. Here we art at
'Dnm with great religious cemmunities with which wê' and our
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fathers have bad grave and sometimes foerce and bitter con-
troversies for many generations-controversies on the nature
and polity of the Churcb and its place in the spiritual order ;
on tht methods by which the divine gTace effects the salvation
of men ; on tbe ideal and discipline of Christian perfection ;
on the authority wbich should determine the faith and practice
of those who confess that Christ is their Saviour and Lord.
Among the men from' whom we are divided by these cruel
conflicts, but from whom our hearts should neyer be estrang-
ed, we recognize a saintliness shining with a giorv that bas its
fountains in God ; in their very contention and argument for
errors which seem to us to obscure tht iight and impair tbe
power of the Christian Gospel, we catch an accent which is
the sign tbat they, too, are chiidren of the Eternal. If they
maintain with passionate earnestness a doctrine of the priest-
hood and oE the sacraments which appear to us to be irrecon-
cilable with the whoie spirit and substance of the Christian
faith, if they regard those who reject and assail this doctrine
as tht worst enemies of the human race, it is because for them
the sacraments, when duly administered, are tht appointed
means by which the grace of God first originates and then
sustains the divine life in man. It is this which in their judg-
ment makes the sacramental and sacerdotal controversy 50
critical, so awful. Iu that controversy, as they suppose, the
whole power and glory of the Christian redemption are at
stake. They are contending for the sacredness and efficacy
of the institutions by which they believe that the eternal life
of God is made the actual possession of God.

Whatever may be the nearer fortunes of that great con-
flict which bas now extended over many centuries, it is not
unreasonable, 1 think, to hope that the Church is on its way
to a deeper and richer theologi cal conception of that supreme
truth which to ail serious persons gives to the conflict its in-
finite importance. For it is apparent that during the last
thirty or forty years the mystery of the Incarnation, with al
that it reveals concerning God and man, has been exerting a
new power both over speculative thought and over the religi.
ous life. There is a conviction -which bas grown immensely
in strengtb during the present generation that the solution of
the greatest and most oppressive problems concerning God,
conceruing individual man, concerning human society and the
history of our race, and even concerning the material universe
itself, are to be found in the Person of Christ. The deeper
currents of theological thought have set in that direction.
But any account of the Person of Christ as Ht was revealed in
the visible and natural order must rest upon some conception
of His eternal relations both to tht Father and to tht whole
creation ; and it is in those august and sacred heights that we
are to find the real interpretation of the truth concerning tht
divine life in man.

Tht Christian conception of this truth rests on tht Chris-
tian conception of the divine nature itself. It is immeasure-
ably remote from that theory of tht universe which affirms tht
existence of an Eternal -Power-or an Eternal Spirit-whose
nature is absoluteiy one and simple, and whose presence is
revealed in the order and beauty of the visible creation and in
whatever is fair, noble and gracious in tht life of man. Pan-
theisma, if it appears to have some correspondence with tht
Christian doctrine, is in its deeper elements wholly alien
from it

Tht divine lite in man, according to the Christian Gospel,
is tht lite which dwtlls eternally in,,the Son of God who was
in tht beginning with God and who was. God ; by whom al
things were madt and without whom was flot anything made
that was made. It is a lite which, because of its eternal
relations to tht lite of tht Father, could be manifested in sub-
mission and obedience to tht Father's will. Theologians
have spoken of tht eteriai subordination of the Son, and have
sometimes 50 spoken as to suggest that they attribute to tht
Son an inferior glory. I shrink from speaking of subordina-
tion. But tht Incarnation is a real revelation of God-a rev-
elation interpreted and confirmed by tht most certain experi-
ences of tht Christian life in every age. A reversai of tht re-
lations between tht Father and tht Son illustrated in tht
Imcarnation and in tht whle oveentof tht divie.lo-tfo

through tht communion and grace of tht divine Spirit. Our
relations to God are grounded on tht eterngl relations. of tht
Son to tht Father, and thet lite of tht Son and tht communion
of tht Holy Ghost have been made ours that we may realize

Our Soship. (Tû be continued)
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£MINENT LONDON PREA CHERS.

MR. EDITOR,-An article in your issue of July i makes
refereuce te certain distiuguished ministers lu tht great me-
tropolis, recalling lights sud sbadows et a bygont generation.
Now that Mr. Spurgeon lu on tht confines of a world unsotu
it is difficuit te believe that mighty London holds witbîu It-
sel equally great pulpit luminaries as shone there thirty-five
years ago. About that time, Chas. H. Spurgeon had attained
a world-wide fame as the Puritan Divine of Surrey Hall.
Contemporaneously lu tht Episcopal Cburch, Archdeacon
Sinclair (brother ta tht late Sir George Sinclair, of Edin-
burgh), ot Kensington, was a leader among Low Church
evangelicals ; he twice retustd a bishopric, because content
with tht work of a large and grewing parish. His congrega-
tien sent of fi ve shoots-lu twenty-flve years-which soon be-
camne strong churches. Canon Boyd, whose church was ou
Westbaurne Terrace, was so pepular that for vears applica-
tions for pews could net be filled. Bishop Tait (native of
Kelso, Scotiaud) did great things for London by gettiug ladies
of tht nobility te visit tht poor. A staid ductss would take
aloug a young countess lu response ta tht suggestion et this
practical bishop, wbose love et work made himi say lu tht
House ot Lords that he had been eight years a dean and wp.s
ail that tîme trying te flnd eut what bis duties were. Rectors,
deaus, and canons ail over tht city and far beyond felt tht in-
fluence et this ont man as a petent stimulus lu " trying te stem
the tide of dissent," as Tait pbrased it. At tht Presbyterisu
Church, Covent Garden, Dr. Cunming held large audiences
every Ssbbath. lu 186o, three new United Presbyterian cen-
gregations were formed resptctively at Islington, Clapham,
and Bayswater, respectively ministered te by Drs. Edmond,
McFarlsne, and David King (the Presbyterian statesman).
Tht Presbyterian mnap et London for 1883 shows fifty-twe
churches within a twenty mile radius, a marvellous growth et
400 per cent. in thirty years. lu the Congregatienal bedy,
Dr. Fletcher, et Finsbury, Newman Hall, Dr. James Spence,
of tht Peultry, Cheapside; Drs. Binnty sud Landels, wert
somne et their great men ; amoug tht Baptists, Hou. Baptist
Neel, and William Brock commanded large audiences. Yeur
correspondent bas mentiaued Dr. James Hamilten, whese elo-
quence was unctienal even te tht augelic. Dr. Edmond aioe
of ahl this galaxy et names continues te preach sud wield a
potent influence in his preper sphere.

Mighty London had se many emineut Isymen like Earl
Shaftesbury sud ladies like Miss Burdett Ceutts, as weIl as
persons lu humbler walks af lite that a volume might be
written descriptive et their great enterprises sud geed dteds.
Perbaps nothing eccurred te give such an impetus te the
spread ef Presbyterianism lu that part et tht world as tht
great meeting at Free-Mason's Hall lu î86o, when Dr. Kiug's
eloquence was se much talked et sud quoted lu tht public
Drints. His pamphlet, "lA Brief Pies for Presbytery sud fer
Presbyterianism lu England," was widely circuiated. Ont
minister called it a masterpiece et dexterous handiing. Seme
years previous bis " Presbyterian Church Gaverument 1'ho-
came tht standard volume ou that subject. Alas 1 how soon
tht great men et any generation pass away. It is te be
feared that this sgtet realism deteriorates from that letty
idealism which lu fermer times held sway. Possibly anether
oftyour readers couid lsrgely supplemeut these stray observa
tiens ou 80 truittul s topic. DELTA.

SOME REFLECTIONS.

MR. EDITOR,-In a recent issue you advtrttd te tht com-
paratîvely limited part enacted, sud unimportant werk doet
by tht ruliig eiders lu tht General Assembly, sud yeu might
have added lu tht Church geuerally..

No doubt Veu are aware that this is a 'natter which bas
fer some time impressed tht minds et thteiders thematîves;
bas indeed been tht source et a certain agitation amoug them,
apparently aimiess as yet, sud which bas mspifostod itstlf
by meetings et eiders, at unoccupied heurs, during tht As-
sembly seasans, for tht last year or twe. Ontet these
meetings I atteuded when at Kingston, sud weuld have at-
tended more et them b.d opportunity permitted.

Goed may conme ot tht agiteion thus begun, but as yot
it seems as if it had net been teund possible te stato dis-
tiuctly the nature sud cause et tht disceuteut, which the
meetings were cailed ta ventilate. . Al an this point that can
ho said se far is that tht ruliug eiders feel that their useful-
uess in tht Assembly is net very apparent, that their timo thus
seems spent lu vain, sud that they experience neo satisfaction
tram tht reflection that their presence there is needed fer ne
botter purpese than te carry eut a Church reguistion wbich,
se far as they can set, is aid eueugb te ho obselete.

It will be a geed thing if tht eldersbip thot4ght sud
wrote a ittie on this matter, se that defluite ideas may ho ar-
rived at regardiug tht nature of tht duties iuvolved in tht
office, sud et the modes by which tht accemplishmeut et
those duties can ho secured. It msy be utodtttl te discus
tht grewing sacerdotalism et tht Preshyterian Church, the

corrected sud tbe others changed. And -that se be-r-s-piriîtual
progess should net be hiudered uer ber people uuintor.sted
in tht fulfilmnent et tht Lord's purpose ef which they tbemsivos
are chesen agents. . D. MAICDONALD.
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