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'ER [A i, oUîr things he accuses ,;hlm ofIl cruelty in hiq dico-
logical judgmentm," of Ilthse hetcrotdoxy of one-
sidedness " of Il %ant aof spiritual discriminiation,"

d1ii3 C *ItD, and of" a bluntnessï. which can only bc accountcd
TORONTO. for by the warst kind of -spiritual ignorance," The

letter is written ini a gaod enough %pirit but is char-
acterized thirosghiott by that "brutal candour"

ance. wvhich is alwayshlarder to be.irthatn direct attack.
îit per uine lier ,crimn ; Sltotil<Spurgeonl returit the compliment by playing
$; ' îNiî,eî,t,î canidid iriettd," Dr, lParkcr lîa<î bcr prcj>arc for
tiotiable avrienn~ the w'orst.
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IT is wvell worthy of note that not osic Presbytery
of the 128 in the Atnericani Church that votcdj

in favour of rcvision lias suggestcd any change in
the chapter on the lloly Scripturc. 'li revision
committec of the Eglsh1resbyterian Churclh bas
formulatcd an article which coines a long way short
of saying that the Bible is " the only infalliblr rulc
of faitîs and practice."

TFI-E burning of the Montreal Insane Asylum,
Tsufficiently horrible in it.self, is made still

more horrible by the strong suspicion that there
wec patient5 in the institution who were really not
insane. The governmcnt pays so much per patient
for maintenance and it is allcgcd that aged and in-
firm persons wcerc put into the institution by unfeel-
ing relatives to kecp them out of the wvay. Mise
govcrniment should revolutionize the entire system.
Ontario people arecflot sufflciently grateful. we fear,
for the splendid managemcnt of our asylums.

T HE one hundrcd and second General Assembly-
of the Presbyterîan Church of the United

States mleets ini Saratoga on Thursday of this wveck.
The vote on revision stands 128 in favour and sîxty-
two against. Severat Irsbyteries declined to ex-
press an opinion and fifteen had flot been heardi
fram at last count. \Vc have flot heard h3tv the
balances stand in the accounts for the scheines of
the Church, but noa douht the contributions arc, as
usual, liberal. Our nighibours are a gencrous, large
hearted body of people and thcy do send in the
money for missions.

Q UR sprightly contemporary, the Iritis/tIte /,
sometimes describes average sermons, lec-

tures, speeches, books, magazine and newspapcr
articles by simply saying they did not rise above
the common place. That is a plain way of speaking,
but it is honest and manly and should he more gen-
erally adopted by the religiaus press. The old
phrases usually applied to sermons arc overvorkedl
and sbould be allowcd to have a rest. Ail sermnons
delivered on special occasions arc not «'suitable and
imnpre.ssive," or " pawerful and impressive," or
«Ieloquent and impressîve." Sonie of them arc dis-
tinctly the reverse. If a sermon or speech bas no
special features it is quite enough ta say it w;vas
<elivcred.

PROFESSOR CAMPBELI., ini closing for thePsession his inimitable «'Talks about Books'
ini the Montreal College laurinal, good naturedly re-
marks e)at hie has not pleased everybody and that
ho neyer intended to do 50. It wvas a good thing for
the journal and its many readers that he haci no
such îdiotîc intention. lad the learned gentleman
sîmply endeavourcd ta plcase everybody by bis
wvork is " Talks" would bave been as vapid, as in -
anc and pointless as the average rcvicw. We stand
by the opinion, more than once expressed, that Pro.
fessor John Campbell is, tak-ing him aIl round, the
best book rcvicwcr in the Dominion. lad he tried
to please cverybody lie might have been one of the
poorest. _________

D R. JOSEP>H PARKER publîshes an openDletter in the /ritis/t Week/y addressecd ta
Spurgeon in which lie remonstrates with the Bap-
tist divine for various alleged sbort-comîngs. Among

S I>EAKING from thec chair, the Rcv. Mr. Ilooke,3president ni the North WVales Congregationl
Uni on, advised the meonher-.i of the Union ta keep
themselvt-s more irc for the cîmtivation of trme spir-
itual lire hy the avoidâticc ni tffo many technical
d1isciussions, asnd ta lie watchiul ovcr their yoting mcen
that faith may tnt he hîst in the tran.4ition of national
thoughit. Wouîd that stncli ounîl acvice wcre more
freqcuetly5 given (romn higli place.4 in the chturches.
Too mucli discus-ion about technical, tineq-iential
matters is both the cauise anId te clécet ni spiritual
dry-tot. A church, a congregation or a mani that
bas little or noa spiritual li11e k sure to make a great
ado about the mere extfrrnatls aio religion, whilt a
tive church, or congregation or a rcally good mati
mnay declinie rapidly, in spiritisal 111e- by fighting about

uxo-eseutalquetios.Conttrovcr.sy k flot spiritutal
food n hndcuioaot non-essential mat-
ters becomes the imain part oi relïgiotu-4111e s.piritu-
ality. :ntust decline.

N OT for many a da%, have we c et in the same
space as tlsorough an exlwosure af the evils af

Plymouthism lis that givenl in the current niumberaof
the -rs/!ye-,'itt;: journial oi Montreal by the 11ev.
John Nichais, of that city. Mr. Nichais manages4
ta go os-en mucîs grounidinii1a sort tuec and does
his work tborougL1y. If[e writcs in a ter.*e, trench-
ant style, calls a sjmclc a spade and pIaints I'Plymouth-
ism in its truc colourï. Wc hope the rev. gentle-
muan may exten I luiq admirable palicr a littlc andl
publisls it in pamphlet flori. There iï ample rooni
for the right kinci of pamphlet an almost any sub-
ject as witiness the great circulation of Mr. McKay's
svorl, an baptism -nd 11rofessor McAdam's admirable
little work an thc Lord's supper. Mr. Nichols
thinks the errons af Plymnouthism "are marc num-
erous and fatal than thoseofa the Roman Catholics.
W'e have long beusi ai the saine opinion andi have
aiten wandcrcd hosv somne mcen can fraternize with
lymiouthism and. at the -iame timne proféis ta bc

very jealous iofRomish influence. Mn. NichaIs
being a resident oi Montreal shoulci undcrstauid tise
work-ing ai bath systeins

W11IATI VE R theory anc may holcI in regard
W ta cneeds and confessions, onc cannot help)

synîpatlsizing with some ofithe most strenuous .zdva-
cates af rcvision on the othen side ai the line. The
mnost carnest acivocatcs ai certain verbal changes
wenc pastors in the West who have suffened long
fram misrepresentatian oi Calvinistic doctrine.
Caniphellites and saddle-hag preachers of cvcry kind
have for years been brcaking up or tryn to break
up 1resbytcrian conigregaitions by twi4ting State-
ments in the Confession that a dcsigning mani cati
too easily twist. %Vhat these canne.4t, lîard-working
pioneers want is net a change of doctrine but such
changes, in the stateneLnt of one or two dactrines
that unscrupulaus tramnps cannot s50 casily misnepre-
eent the Calvînistic system ta I'rcsbytenian people,
For the opinion of the inere theorist who wants a
change simply as a matter ai tlicany, for the vicws
ai tihe re.stles;s inniovator vhso svant.s ta change cveny-
thing a year aId, no sensible persan cares much, but
the expenience ai a hard-working pioncer who ks
tryinig ta build iii) the Church in the face of tre-
mendous dlifficulties is ani cntireîy differcrnt thing.

T11E Ministerial Association ai Toronto had a
Tregular field day last week an Sabbath Obser-

vance, or pcnhaps we should say on various farms oi
Sabbath desecratian that prevail in the city. Sab-
bath processions, the sa-calîcci Gospel temperance
meetings that are hcld on Sabbath aftcrnoons, andi
several other kînds of meetings werc handîcil with
an amaunt ai vigour that must be truly refrcshing ta
ail loyers of a quiet Sabbath. MY. 1Parsons us ne-
portcd, ta have describeci the I'avilion discussions on
Sabbath aiternoons as a Ilmixture ai politic%, reform
and religion; " a recer.tOrange parade an the Sabbath
ta ane of the Methodist churches hc considereci "an
insuît ta God and If is Gospel ; " thec parades ai the
Salvation Army, lie thought, should have bccn sup-
presseci long ago. Mr. Milligan Ilbeîicvcd that the

meetings in the Pavillon arc to blame for takzing off
the edgc of Sabbathi observance." Dr. Parker
fiwanted processions indictcd as bad. Ile neyer saw
anytbing more disgraceful than a parade af a latcly-
incorporatcd body at his own church Iast faîl when
war ta the knifc ivas preachcd and efforts made to set
ane part of the Dominion against the otlier." Ser-
mons on Sabbath observance will be prcached on May
.!5 and june i. Meantime laymcn vwho love a quiet
Sabbath mav wvell ask wtnst is the use in fighting
against Sabbatht ncvsiiape)rs and the runningof street
cars on Sabbatlî if clergymen deliver semi.political
speeches on Sabbath afternoons at the Pavilion, or
prcacli so-called sermons elsewhere in which they urge
Canadiani citizens to takc one another by tbc throat.
D)r. Parsons well deserves and ivili receive the thaniks
ai the best part of the community for banding in hi%
report in stich vigorous style, matters that too many
arc afraid ta touch.

TUlE TXACIII.VG FU.VCTION (W THE1
MfIIS TRI'.

IN this month's number of the O/d anzd Nt-w Tesç-
lamient Stid6tt there is a short but suggestive

paper on ifTite Teacbing F-unction of the Christian
Ministry," by Professor Ba.rstawv, of Yalc Divinity
School. 1It presents an inmportant functîon of the sacred
office ini a somewbat ncw light, and one whicit at the
prescrit time merits consideration. There is flot a
little impatience with what is tisually designated
dry doctrinal preachîng, and frorn thîs has originated
the tendency to avoid as mucli as possible the clear
and consecutive clucidation of the great doctrines
of Cbristianity as rcvealeci in Scripture. The do-
rnand of tbe timc is for practical religion, and the
prçaching that more directly appeals to the emo-
tional nature receives a cordial welcome. The mis-
take seccms to be that doctrinal-and practical preach-
ing arc mutually exclusive, that the one form of
pulpit discourse is necessarily antagonistic ta the
other. Sucb, however, k fiar from being the case,
if the truc end of preaching is stcadily kcpt in
viesv. Masses ai people are moved through their
fcclings, but behind ait appeals that stir the popular
heart there must bc somne clear-cut tangible idea, or
what will plausibly pass for such, that the people
cati grasp and that wîll kzeep themn steadily to their
purpo.qe. AUl medixval Europe ivas stirred by thme
preacbing of Peter tIhe lierinit. Ilehind ail inflam-
matory appeals svas the fact that the Holy Sepul-
chre ivas in the hands of the infidel, and tlat for the
honour ai the faîtht it rmust at ail hazards be rcscucd.
Emotion driven hither and thither at the svîll of a
passionate orator ivili neyer be anything more than
a disturbing force unlrss the aratar tests bis ap-
peals on a soi basis of fact andi principle.

The student oi Homiletîcs will finci the best cx-
amples of bis science in the Scripturcs. The pro-
phets ai the aId disperation taught the people, andi
on the basis af their teaching made those appeals
that yet retain undiminishied powver. The great
truths of the hcavcnlly kingdoin vere unfolded by
I lim who taught sith authority and not as the
Scribes, and the preaching of jesus is unsurpasseci
in simplicity and in power. The preachîng of Peter
hlended exposition and appeal in due proportion,
and - -c have the testmmony aofILukc that its effect
v:as immediate and practical. The samne character-
istic-, arc cqually apparent in the preachîng and ini
the %vritings af the great apostle of the Gentiles. He
uniformly sets out with a lucici andi well-rcasoned
exposition of fundaniental evangelical truth, and
thcn proccecds ta eniorce and apply it ta the hcarts
and consciences af those addressed. A«; a gencral
principle it \Yould be diffticult ta sec how such
methods andi examples could bc improvedi upon.
The truth .'f God is the only effective instrument by
which the humnan heart can be savingly won.

The chief work of the Chiristian ministry in
teaching is twofold : the conversion ai sinners and
the edification oi saints. The source whence mia-
terial for its accomplisbment must be drawn is the
same-tbe Inspireci Word. Thenc-c must came the
arraws that pierce the hearts of thse enemies ai the
King ; in the sanie inexiaustible mine the trutlis are
found by whicli the belicver is built up in bis rllost
holy faith, as the Scriptures uniforînly testify. Ini
the intercessory prayet- the petition occurs, 1«Saric-
tify them through the truth; Thy Word is truth."
The writcr af the paper reierred ta docs well when
ho calis attention ta this particular and most essen-
tial dcpartment of minîsterial wark. He may ho
rkht or he may be wrong when he says that Ilpul-
pit teaching lias been too limiteci in its range. It
has flot compassed the whole lufe af the Church.
Moreover, the whole wvork of teaching has been lim-
ited too exclusively ta the pulpit, andi bas deait to


