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Herodotus says that Ilthe Aiatiausians taok the
head of Onesilus, and, carryiaig it back in triumph,
fixed t oaver thecir gates. Saute timne afterward, wvhen
the inside af the lieac decayed,.a swarmi af becs, set-
tling in it, filled It ith hior.y.11

W'e conceave that, ta a sincere and unsaphîsticated
mind, it must bc cvidcnt. tliat the Bible is in en-
tire unisan with aIl establishced facts ai Science, and
that the more aaîy departanient af Natural Science
is compared witlî the Scriptures, thc more ivill the
Bible be clcarcd of ai erraneoas glosses, and stand
forth as the inspircd testinmonacs of jeliovahi.
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Strangers walking along St. Cathaerine Street, on
Wednesday evening, could easily imagine thiat saime-
thing out of tht ordinary routine %vas going on, as a
large nuniber of tîtase conîiforta-ble cabs, wîth lîeavy
robes and %veli drcssed occupants, vas ta be seeni
turning the corner at ïNcTavishi Street, and driring
in the direction of the David Morrice Hall. This
hall-anc af the Montreal buildings vasitors wishi ta
scee-was.the gi i 'Mr. àMorrice, whose aiane it bears,
and ivili speak ta posteraty of the lilacral, gencrous-
hearted and patriotic spirat whachlaflnated at least
ont cf tht nicaubers af the Iresbyterian Church.
The hall is a anagnificent one, and well adapted for
college purposes, public meetings, lectures and such
like. On this occasion the hall was well ligbted, and
looked its best. Tue array af able men, saine cf theni
eminent in their special depariments, wvho graccd the
plattorm, would be a crcdtt ta any callege, and a
guarantet that the educatiati cf the youth ai the catin-
try is salt in their haaîds. Anong others on and
around the platiorin îîere Sir WVilliam Dawson,
Principal 'MacVicar, Rcv. 1. v. Smith, D.D., Mode-
rater af tht General Assem.',, the professors cf
the college, Rcv. R. H. WVarden, the efficient agent
o! tht Church, and MNr. David Mtorrice, the benefactar
ai the college.

Tht appearance o! the studenîs in their gawns w&îs
mnuch admired, and the arrangements ai the meeting
vere everything that could be desired. The capa.
dians hall %vas filcd by an interesîcd and intelligent
audience.

Tht proceedings were comanenced witli devoiional
exercises by the Reî'. F. M. Dewey. Tht. presenta-
tion ai prizes by tht learned P>rincipal fallawed, and
as each student with firin and steady step presented
lîinself, ht ivas greeted with loud applause.

The valedictary bylà1r. Rondeau, ahegald medallist,
%vas an able palier, and if there had been any daubis
as ta bis dlaims for tue gold anedal prevaously, they
%vere conmpletL-ly set ai rost before tht arator had fin-
ished. Additional interest was imparted ta this ad-
dress, frein the fact thiat IMr. Rondeau as F-rench, but
spcaks English fluently.

Conferring degrees 'vas an inîerestîng- part ai the
proceedings, and vellilst the presence of the accoan-
piislied Maderator cf Asseanbly indîcated saine honour
in thtat direction, speculation was rife as ta the ollher
names whaich iould lie adorned with the anuch-
coveîed ietîcrs.

The Rev. Professer Campbell prcsentcd Rev. Dr.
l3eattie, ai Brantford, for tht degret af D.D., and in
doing sa paid a weil 'nerited coampliment ta Dr.
Beattie, îvha, lie said, had earned lais dogre by a
series of severe exanmnatioais. Tht Rtc-. A. B. Mac-
kay presenîed the Rev. J. K. Smith as being wortby
of this fionour. Tht Rtc'. R. H. Warden presented
tht namne af the Rev. John àMqITavash, af Inverness,
Scotland, for tht degret ai D.D. Trhe speaker made
a gracclul reference ta the dlaims af Mr. McTavish,
painting out the variaus fields in %whichbc head
iaboured, and tht important services he hadrendered
ta tic CLcurch in Canada ' and tht gaod work he is
flows carrying on in bis present charge.

The Rev. Dr. Smith, Moderatar ai tht General
Assembiy, n'as then introduced, who, alter excpressing
bis appreciatian af the honaur just canferrcd on bum,
and ai haw it wouid help hini in bis work, pracecded
ta deliver an cloquent and inipressive address ta the
members ai tht graduating class, which,.if reaaen-
bered and acted upon in the course of their znizistry,

will bic of grcat service ta thean as preachers bf the
Gospel.

The Alma Mater Socicty gave a banquet in the
Mlorrice Hall, on Thursday cvcning, whicli %vas at-
tended by a large company of ladies and gentlemen
Tlie tables Nyere beautifully arranged, tlae mecnu and
iittendance left nothing ta be desircd, and the speeches
wlîich followed supplictl the custornary feast of renson
andi flow af sotil.

The president, Rev. D. Currie, BD , dischargecl
the various dieties of the chair in a miost acceptable
manner.

"«Tîat Grand Trunk"' îhich arrives sometimes
late, and sointimes lcaves too early, preventeci your
correspondent from waiting to the close, and lie would
hiereby apologize to the chairnman for leaving before
the toast of the Il Press ' cne up, ta which lie w~as
expecteci to rcspond, hereby saving the meeting ain
aboloSgy for a "speech."

The Presbyterian College in Mantreal, is doing a
noble work, and deserves well of the entire Churca.
and slaould the time ev'cr corne wl'hea the truth Il as
tauiglit there, sliah bc openly confronîcd by error a nd
invited to stand aside, there is the clearcst evi-
dcncc that the tcachiers in that institution %will Ilquit
thicmselves like nien." and put the eneny ta fliglit.

As scientific, polemical and historical writers,
several of them are vrcll known beyond the bounds
af aur Dominion ; whilst aIl] of themt are provcd ta lie
wurkmen wlao nced not bje ashamcd. K.

Toront, Aliril, iSS7.

DiSCUSSIONvS IN TJIEOLOG Iý

The abject af these discussions as stated ta be:
"To answer the question wvhich everyearnest student

of Tlieology and ecclcsinstacal subjects niay w-cil be
supposed ta ask at the close of the year, viz. : what
lias been donc in the différent fields af sacred Iearning
during the past twelve months, and wlîat are the
latest results of such studios ? -

l'art one has ta do with Excgetical Thcology, and
is divided inta twa sections, the Old Testament and
the Ncîv Testament. Professor Curtis is the writer
af tht section on the present state of Old Testament
studies. He. discusses Semitic studios, Old Testa-
ment Introduction, Hermeneutics and Oid Testament
Thcology. Vear by year a greater interest is taken
in Semitic studies. Tht Pentateuch still st;ems ta be
the battlefieid in Oid Testament Introduction. WVeil.
hausen's theory of the Pentateuch is prescnted
clearly ; the views of Professor }Cuenen are also set
forth, chicfly from the tact that a new edition af bas
Intioduction has recently been published. The Mo.
saic autborship has been ahiy defcnded by Prafessor
WV. H. Green, D.D., of Princeton, who pubiislied
l"Moses and the Prophels " in 1883, and the IlHebrew
Feasts " in a 885. Professor Bîissells work on 'lThe
Pentateuch, its Origin and Structure3' publisbcd in
1885, is also reviewed. The chapter on Hermeneu-
tics brings ta light a fact %vhîch ail students of the
Bible should hail with delaght. Fanciful interpreta-
Lions af God's Word, putting into a given text a mean-
ing which is flot inherent an IL, and explaanang away
its truc nicaning, liecause at anay seem ta the preacher
ta bc unworthy of God, are al works af supereroga-
tioti, for which God does not thank us. Speaking
of sermons af this kind, Professor Curtis remarks:
"lThey are ticd ta tht text as ayster shelîs might lie
ta an orange tree.» Speaking af the method af in-
terpretation which is naw beang adopted by ail scîtools
of critics, viz., the gram matico-historical, be says :
,"%Ve agrce that we have ta do with a text that at the
present stage of criticism is as perfect as we can
secure. On the basis ai this text we seek ta know
the teaching of a given Scripture taken in its connec-
lion, and at the Lime ini which it was written. In re-
gard ta gramniar Scripture is subiect ta the saxne
rules as the writings of any author. We have no
right ta vary a hair's breadthà from the grammatical
nieaning: of tht passage, because froni aur paint cf
view we think it ought ta mnean samiething else. WVe
are ta go ta Scripture ta leam what it teaches, and
nat ta put aur interpretatians inta it." Farrar's "'His-
tory of Interpretation,» puli!ished an z 886, shows tht
importance af this grammatico-bistorical methad of
interpretation.

The chapter on Old Testament Theaiogy is valu-

"CtIRRaKT Discussaa;as in~ TaaEaLaav. By the Pro.
femsrs cf the Chicago Theologicat Scminaty Vol izj, 1 87-

able. Since the publication ai Oehler's Old Testa
aaent Tlaealogy aand Van Oosterzee's New Testament
Theology, a new interest lias been taken in the Bible
as a progressive reveintion of trutlî. Na tlaclogicai
student or minister caaî afford ta ignote this depart.
ament of stucly.

IlThe present state of New Testament studies"' is
edited by Praiessar Hugli INcl). Scott, B.D. To
those wlaa know I'rafessor Scott, bis name is a sufi-
dient guarantet thiat tht wvork assigned ta bi lias
been well dlone, lit is a native ai Nova Scatia, a
gradunte of Dalhouasie Cahiege, Halifax, in Arts, and
ai Edinburga University in Divinity. Alter a suc-
cess(ul pastorate o! a few vears in Nava Scotia, bie
spent sec-oral years in Germany. Whaie stili in
Leipzig, he ivas cald ta the Congregational Theo-
logical Senîinary in Chaicago. illIctang bîmt ira Chic.
ago about a year aga, at the funeral o! Professor
1lyde, lie toid me that the Tlaeoiogical Faculty, kaîaw-
ing of bis previoas cvork in tiais department, bad
assigner! ta liii the portion o! work wiîich would
have been perforaîîed b>' Irofessor Hyde, had lie iived.
Plrofesser Scott lias dlone lus wvork: well, bath in this
deparincait aand part twa ai the book, wbere he
trents cf the înst recent studies in Church History,
wipli sanie of its resuits. Part three is written by Dr.
Ihoardînian, and it deals witb Sysîtailatic Tbeology.
IlNev Theology," Il Progressive Thtoicgy," " Re-
gr-ssace Thcology," are all discussed, and the latest
bocks and mxagazine articles analyzed and criticised.
Tlîeisnî, tht Evidences o! Christianiîy, Evolution,
Esclatology and Ethics ai pass uaider review. and
tht current thîought ai ta-day is indicated in reference
te ail these subjects.

l'art four is devoted ta Hanîiletics and Pastoral
Truaouogy. This part ai the book is tiat most popular.
The works reviewed are neariy I English and
Aîiericaiî publications. The buok, sheuld find its
way int the library cf every theologîcal student, and
aIl the youngcr ministers of aur Church would benefit
greatly by a careful perusal ai it. Professors Curtis
and Scott read Geranan as casily as English. They
are thus able ta prescrit tht iatest German thought
on tht subjecîs under discussion.

F. IV. ARCHIBAL».
St. Thomas, Ont., Ap5ril 5, r8S7.

"IPRESB YTER 'S" REJOINDER.

MaI. EDITOR,-Dr. MicNish, in bis reply ta IlPres-
byter," claitrs that the Westminster Assembly is
aitzgether an bis side.

Let us sec. Here is a morsel of history which hie
can easily verify for hîimseîf by laying his hand on a
particular book or bocks in bis library whost tities
aire familiar.

[t cvas movtd in tht Assembly, that "hbeside those
piesbyters %vlia rule and labour an word and doctrine,
tiiere be otiier presbyttrs wlao especialiy apply then-
selv-es ta ru.-'.

What wvas tht fate of that proposation ? It ivas re-
jected, and se aisa wvas a Tin. v. 17, as a proof-text
for it.

\Ve art told that it led ta a Ilten-days' discussion,"
and ta Ilmany a brave dispute," ; and Bailit says that
hceI marvelled at tht great learning, quicness and
cloquence ai tht speaking."

Tht next card that he plays for a trump card in the
argument is an extract frai tht Second Book of
Discipline, cvhere il says that "ltht ward eider is.
sometimes appiied te the paster; aniy, howevex,
when ' taken largeiy."'

That is tc say-it is net applied in a sense that ii
r strictly officiai, but cnly in a general, just as the ward

Ildeacan " is occasicnally taken for tht pastor, flot ta
serve for a specific designation cf office.

There is, cf course, a sense in wbich tht niinister is
a deacon and an eider asý wei. Patentialiy he is
bath. But it is absurd ta say that hie is only a dca-
con simply for tht reason that he sometimes gets the
namne.

Th'is is not finesse, or a mere play an words.
A clause in tht Second Boolz of Discipline, open

liciore me, bas just caught nly eye : Ila tniis aur
division ccc call thcm eiders whom the apùacties uni
presidenis argo-vcmors.» Did the clause escape the
cagie glance of rny correspondent in the att oi copy.
îng the extract i It lies close in ils vicinity.

Eiders arc net aliawed ta take a partia the ordi-
nation ci a mhinister by the laying onî cf banda, foi
a ccnstitutiaaal reason-the inferiority ai their office,

M


