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Israel was unet. Il bciongcd te the office of priest
though il vri nlot sacerdotal ii s nature ; so undcr
this dispenshtion il is ani officiai nct and belongs
exclusivcly to tlîose wl: fill the office of the gospel
nîinistry te pronotincc it open thie peple. ]lut arc wc
not ait"I Kings and pirests unte God ?" 'Ies, IlA royal
prde'theod," net, tiîwevcr, tu offer propitiatûry sncri.
ficcs, but "lspiritual sacrifices,» thec sacrifices of tlheir
bodics, seuls, affections, praycrs, praises and alins.
Ali ibis dites net include any of thc futictions of the
office cf the Gospel ininistry ani te use titis passage
as proof that the fitnctions ef tijis office arc investcd
in the people is te ivrest it front its cennection and
use it fer a purpose for whicli it %vas nceer givenl. And
2 hold the doctrine staicci in thc Confession ef Failli
in reiaîk.n te the proper dispcnsing of the sacranients
cf l3aptisin andi the Leruds supper te be foundcd opon
and agrccablc te the word of God, îîainely, thnt "Ineffher
oflirhkAc inay be d/isoenre< bi' any, éu/a etPinister of Me:
woard ?aivfally ordaibnett," Chili. xxvii., Scc. 4. Thc
saine assembly that laid clown this doctrine which is
subscribcd by ail aur iniisters and eIders bas, aise in
their formn cf geverninent and in dcfining the fuanctions
cf the office cf thîe Gospel îninistry, stateci ilat one cf
these is "lte bless thc people f am Gall, Nunibers
vi. 23e 24, 25, 26, Coiii,&zred -;udth Rev. -i. 4, when the
sanie biessings, and persans fremn whoîn they ceone,
arcecxprcsscly mientionîed, Is. lxvi. 2t, wiîcre under
tbe îîames of priesis aîîd Levites te le centinticd tincer
the Gospel, arc ineant evangelical pastors %vito, there-
fare,.are by office ta blcss the pepe'Tlc people
have rights and privileges, but the fonctions cf thie
ministeriai office bave not beeîî invcsted ini them. To
heid that ail arc le Rings and priests ute Cod" as
that any ai thci wha choese înay exercise the func-
tiens ai the Gospel niinistry is the doctrine cf the
Plymouthi hirthren for îiîcy hold that ail Clîristians
have the riglit of iniistry.

4. Further, il scenis t0 faliew frain ils nature
and design that il eughît net te bc used on ail
occasions and every where whien evcn Christians
are convenied for any purpose otlier tiîan the wer-
ship af God. It secins te sicte be an abuse cf
il te use il fer the purpose of closing îneetiiîgs of
con-miltees, or of secieties and stili mare se when used
fer closing sociais and concerts. Tite more ils use is
liinited te the assemiblies of God's people convened
for His worship the betier. 1 always feel reluctant te
use t on any allier occasion and citen wiîen 1 have
been asked to prenauince il -ah the close ai the meceting
cf saine socicty or cormiîtee or unimportant eccasion,
1 have offrrd ins tendi thercof a short prayer. This
I consider te bc far mac appropriate on such
occasions.

5. 1 stiy, 1 rernark il eughit te be regarded as a
soicmn act cf religicus worsbip. Il It was a most
reverentiai cereniony » says a %vriter, Ilfor the Jewisli
high-pricst, wtlî ci. lie otffciaiiy pronounced the blcssing
of jehovah, in 1-is naine, opon tie&peopi;, and for the
people, when thcy staod te reccive that blcssing. No
soicmnity of the Jewislî rituai couid excel that or
pubiiciy blcssing and being blesscd in the nianteeofthe
Lord. Ne prefounider reverence for God couid bc feit or
expressed than that of th1e ancient i>atriarch, whcn he
conmecnded bis childrcn and friends te Him, and with
giowing confidence in His holy and faithfui covenant,
pronounccd His blessing on thein. And whien can a
Christian niinister or a Christian assembly cver
have a frame cf more intense and worshipfui devo-
tien, than white rciouncing and receiving the
blessing cf the Lord? WViîenever in the course cf
public wcrship il riay occur, it is anc cf the most
soiemn anîd expressive parts of aur reverential ser-
vice, and nîay be one ai th:e most acceptable and
useful." This should teach us liow it shouid bc pro-
nounced and rccived:* With what reverence and
solemnity on the part of the iiinistcr, ministcring for
God, shoiuld lie pranounce il, . d on the other band
what respect and reverence .. ould the people
manifest when they stand up to receive it? Toc ofien
is il hurricdiy and apparcntiy indifierently, if flot
carcicssly pronounced, and tee oflen it is thoughtlessly
and undevoutiy receivcd, coming asit doesintheurder of
service at the close, there is toc elten manifestcd an un-
easiness ta retire, or preparation is being inade to leave
the place of meeting îihile the benediction is being pro-
:nôunced. But ufit isa nicans afgraceand ane in the pro.
pet use of which we may ebtain speccial blessings surely
it shouid bc attended upon with grcat revercnce andý
attention, with eXpItctation of rccciving the blessing il
is intended te convey te tie faithfui. The Jewisuî

becileictian was an erninent means ai grace te the
Hcbrcws. WVien %he priest biessedtlic people in the
naine of tlîc Lord, thie Lard biessed tiîcrn. leTiîcy slhal
put niy tamine on thc chlîdreiî of Isracl, and 1 will
blcss ttiiiî." Wicn thîe cengregatiail, bya public and
unitec act of reception, took tîtus upon thecinscives
the lanie af it Lord and soeinsily ewîîed Ilitil as
their Ged, 1le teck thenm inte closer union withlH liî-
self, by tbe quickcnied workig of the Spirit wilhin
thcmn. Wlîen a Clîristian congregation abserves thîe
ordinancc of Baptisam, in relation te anc of ticir
iîîcmibers, ilcy express a public recognition of Fatlicr,
Son andi Hly Ghost, as tiîcir God, and receive,
through thec sacranients, not only for the itiember
baptized, but for ail thec fatitifil present, a qluickened
spiritual operaition whicli tiîey would nat oîhcrwisc
cnioy. The sainc is truc of the observance of thec
otlier sacramient andi of ail otlier exercises ai picus
faiîh, îlot diistinctiy sacramiiental,couitribute, accerding
te their measure, te ii sainie cnd oi spiritual cdiica-
tion, and in the saine wvay. And certainly, flot anc ai
the teast naiî-sacraillcntai amcans cf cnlivcning the
spiritual eperation in the lieart oi thme Ciîurch, îîmay bc
the devout use ef tiîis Cluristian anti apostolic bcnedic-
lionl. ________
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lin t Tiîn. v. 17e tiiere arc twc classes of eiders
spoken ai; tic eiders that rule and the eiders thai
aise labour in word anîd doctrine. Dr. W'bittakcr, a
icarned Ejuiscopaiian, and several altier ivriters of tuec
Ciîurclî cf England, admnit îiîat ibis passage, refers te
twe sorts of eiders, ruiingand teaching. In i l'et. v. il
Peter speaks oi biînself as an eider, wiîen address.
ing tihe eiders of the churclies, because the higher
oflice includes tie lower. In John xviii. 36, our Lord
spcaks cil-lis Cliurch as His spiritual kingdomn, and
it is evidezit frcm His word that as King ai Zion 1le
lias appointed a governnient for His Cburcb, distinct
fremn the civil magîstrate, whlî is te rude înereiy ever
civil society. In the New *Irestaniciit the terni cburch
is used te denete tie Chrîstians tiîat assemble in any
gîven place ; the Christians ct a city, though meeting
in inany places; the Christians of a province or country;
and finally thec Christians ai the îvhoie worid, or tbe
universal Church ai Christ. Col. iv. 15 ; Acts Ni. 22 ;

Acts vii. 3S8; 1 Cer. xii. 28 ; Eph. v. 25. Tie Apostles
speak of a gcvernment as existîng in îiîis spiritual
kingdonî of Christ, and as being appbinied by Him.
i Cor. xii. 28 ; Eph. iv. 7-12; pasiers, teacliers, belps,
gevernimcnts, as weii as the cxtraordinary offices af
apostles, prophets and evangelists fer the pianting ai
the Church. By a careful camparisen cf these and
ollier passages it becomes evident that there oughit te
bc eiders whese special duty is ta rule-as weli as
pasters whO bath teach and rule-in cvery Christian
church. The sacred lîlstian in describing the plant-
ing ai churches in many lands by the aposties and
evangelists, tels in Acis XiV. 23, accerdîng ta the
literai rendering ai the original, that tbey appointcd or
chose thcmn by suffrage, or by the whale mecinbers vot-
ing for tlîcm by the uplifted right hand, eiders in every
Cburch ; Iland Il. -ing prayed îbcey conimended tbem
te the Lord con whoni they beiicved." P>aul and Bar-
nabas liad been preaching the Gospel at varieus places
and macle converts ini ulese places, and new they
organize îlîem int congregatiens or churches. And
hew did thcycdo tlis? By appointing over theni men
oi their ownm choice as eiders af the twe classes speci-
ficd in the text.

(1) i is evident from tbis that a piuraiity cf eiders was
appointed for cvcry church by apostolic autboriîy,
whicl inipiies that it îva.s by the authority cf the Head
of the Church, for it %vas He that "lset"l or appointed
allthese offices. Hew'as ferty days with iheApostles
after His resurrection, giving theni instructian cen-
cerning uheir whole work, the doctrines they were
te teacli und the goverfnment they werc te set op in
His Churcb. In Acts xx. 7, we arc teld that Paul
sent for Ilthe eiders cf the Church"' of Ephesus-this
shows that there wete several, eiders in that church.
In Titus i. 5, Paul says that he icft Titus in Crete te
appoint eiders in every city-net one but xnany eiders
In James Y. 14, the sick are directed te cali for the
eiders ai the Church, flot fer one eider, preving that
there ivas a plurality of eiders in every congre.gation.
Now ail these eiders could net have beez. pastors in
every Church. The churches were generaiiym~ sniail
that thcy did netnecd mere tiian one pastorand

there wvas fer a tintîe but cie chîurci iii cadi place, yet
severai eiders, sîowvung dt thiis %vas tuie Scripitural
order. Tis is aise iîrovcd by the distinction mîade
bctwccn pastrs anti eiders un 4111î. xii. 4-8, anui 1 Car.
Xii. 28. There are lîcre diuce permîanent offices in
thîe Clîurciî rctoinuzcd, teacliers or pasiers, govern-
rîîeits or eiders, andi helps or cicacons-to attenid te
the financuai atTaîrs of the Cliurclî. (2) The saine prin-
ciple uîîay bc argucd frein thîe necessity cf the case.
If Uîirist's Ciîurclî is te be tauglit iveil tiere tnust bc
pasters or teaclicrs. If titis wver net thie case the
cîturclies wouid sentu fait te pucces, and profiessors
îvould suain fait aîvay freont tieir professions cf faitit in
Christ. Tliose wlîe dcny a regular pasterate arc en-
abied te kccp tegetlicr, sîmipiy because ticy resîde in
a Chîristian atiiiosphiere, under te tntlucnce of regular
Chîristian clîurchcs. But ici tliese bc set aside, and
seon cîtier the necessity et appointing a ciass of mca
set apart tu supcrinicnd the %vert- vould appear, or
the cause would fail te pieces aitogethier. Ged, wbio
is %viscr than min, lias set or nppointed moin te teach
in Bus Clîurci. bo aise if Clîrist's Churcli is te be
rulcd w~ell ihîc ougbt te be moin set apart for the pur-
pese. The nccssity cf rulers bas been fount. in
aIl huinan secietues. MNany, lîecr, have a very in-
adequate idea ai the imîportance cf ruling wcIi God's
lieuse. M'iinisters eîîtering on thiîer wvork ofccn tiîink
oniy cf the great werk cf îîreccing, and tiîat they
sîould devete ai l ieir care and strcngth te this work.
rbcy citen shrink front thîe work of ruling and discip.
line un Christ's biouse. But îvben Ged blesses cases
cf discipline te the iîighest spiritual beacf of the par-
ties conccrnced, then the nîlinisier ai Christ gets lis
eycs openced to sec iliat if prcach:iig lbc an erdinance
of Christ, sa aIse is churcu discipline, or ruting in and
over Clîrist's bouse. (This ivas thîe case îvith the de-
voted MNcCheyne.> Tiîey arc tliemi led ta fuel cieepiy
that bath are ai Ccd, the twc keys îvhiclî Christ bas
coniinittcd te Hîs Ciiurch-tiie key of doctrine, by
,.vlich wu uniack tLe trcasbir"s ai tie WVord, and the
kcy of discipline, by wbicb we apen or siîut the seat-
ing ordinances cf Chrisîianity. Bath arc Christ's
gits ta thîe Clîurch and neitlier can be rcsigncd with-
eut sun.

1 liai Church iîl flourisi besi that is rulcd besi as
iveil as that un îîhich Christ is lieid fortil as the only
and ali-sufficient Saviaur of sinliers. The minister
cannai rule the Cliurch iveil atone. If bie is te suc-
ceud wîcii in lus werk be must devote a great part cf
bis lime tu study, prayer and rnedîtation. According
te the excellent MNcChîeyne the great fauit of ibis gen-
cration is that tlîey wish ministers te be far tact znuch
in public, censtantiy visitîng ; and tbey think il an
easy niatter taecxpound the WVord cf Gad and preacb
the Gospel. Sa it nught bc, if, lîkie samne leaders ai
the people, innsters neyer gai beyend the A B C of
Cbristîaniiy, and never sheuved iheir people hou,ît go
on te perfection in kncwiedge and in Christian attain.
mnien. The people find fali wvih the miifisterif he is
net very oiten i thecir bouse, vhile ai the saute lime
ho is very iikeily giving Far more lime than lie ought
te visiting, te the bindrance of his :;pccial îvork. Mr.
MNoedy îold the innisters in Toronto that thcy should
net vusit any, thah iNr. Spurgeon, the greattst pastor
ai tue age, does net visit any. He lias 350 visitors,
men and ivomen, whio repart te him weekly. A min-.
istcr's chie! duty is te give biniseif ta reading or ta
the sîudy of the Divine oracles and works illusîrative
ai the Bible, as P>aul directed Tiniothy te de.-that he
mnight bring forlu eut cf theun Ilthings new and old,"
that bis " lips may kecep knowledge,n and tbat he
nîay ascertain îvhat is rcally the mind cf the Spirit in
the Werod, and set forth that and net bis OWfl 'ews or
nations as is dlone by tee rnany so-calied tcachers of
the people. This is the Scriptural ruie fer'pretching
as il 'v-as donc by Ezra (Neh. v. 8), and by thîe Aposties
if this is te bc donc propcriy il requires nucli tume
for study. The rnornings, at toast, should bc heîd
sacreid fer study, if the aiternoons, or four or five of
thein bc given ta visiting the sick, etc. Prcsbytcz.ian
minisiers bave aiways been noted for the uhorough
study, and full and Scriptural exposition of the Word.
Oniy thus can we foiiew the example cf the greatest
of human preachers, the Apostie Paul, in "'dividing
ailt he counsel ai God," and in «'rightly dividing the
word of truth," and' iii. giving te cach and ail such
portions et spiritual food as they re4uîre. If, th.ré'-
fore, the Church is ta bc ruled weil, Uic ministers niust
bc assisted by the ruiing eiders whom Ced haqýÎ
apart for this purpose te lighuen bis burdciland te aid-
-the paster in his work, even as eiders were appoiintd


