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IN one cf Lis lectures on Men and Books, Dr. Phelpu
smys: IlThe distut, tue strange, tue unknevn, the.
half.known, aves a cultlvated mimd olten as it dees
the rudest.» That must ho tue toison vhy so many
congregations go tva or turn tbousand miles ta get a
mainister. _ _ _ _ _

Thosz people vho ca ue a cansigderable degree of
likenes betvoen John Wesley and Il General IlBooth,
off the Salvatlan Army, are gifted witi an arnaunt cf
imaginative paver reaily vonderful. Teoaur mind, tue
mon and their methoda are about as unlike as men
and metuodi can be. Fancy the learned, cuîtlvated,
and piaus Wesley calling uis fellov-Iabourers inch

mnes as Hallelujai jim and Giory Tom. Et is
enough ta maie the revered Father of Metiodisua
turn in hlm grave ta have Lis naine uued in such a
conmectîon. _________

Bv Victoria (British Columbia) piper. ve learn
tha' thre Rey. Dr. Cochrane rived in that city an
the iut ai Atkqust, by steamer froua San Franciscp.
on tie evening cf the 3rd he visited the prayer meet-
ing in the First Presbyterian Churdli, and preaclaed.
Ho mIsa purposed preaching tu bath the Preshyteriatz
churches in the csty on the folloving Sabbath. After
that his course vould ho ru New Westminster, Long-
ley and Yale, returning ta Victo.ia an the 2oth, viiere
Le expectcd ta deliver an address on Home Missions
and a populir lecture on IlWhitfieldi."

IN a -ecent address an Revivals, Mr. Moady mmdc
tus staterient:

IlPeople Inî it hava saidimiter John bad! bean behcadad
tuas th, wuvI a a faiura, bacause hae lad onIy preacaed
a 1ev mouths, gind the result vu a violent death."
People vould have said John vas a martyr, and
vauld have hcnoured him accardingly. But if mine-
tentes of his canverts became verse encinies than
ever, and tue other tenth spent their strcngth in
ab"nig Christ and His distiples becaur. they did not
fat locusts and vild hon.>', and vear camel's hait as
John did, thon Sensible people would certainl>' say tue
revival was a fa'iure, and they vould say right Saine
o' Mr. Mooaiy'i ovn imitators get up revivals that arc
raet only a failure, but a braud. Mr. Moodly, havever,
bs lu ne vay ta blamc for that.

lu5 or opinion, it lu ta ho regretted that so able
and jadicious a journal as eur neighbour, thc "4Guar-
diam, should statc in an editorial note "h the " Boy
Evangelist» vitnessed tventy-threc thousand con-
versions in five years. No deubt aur cantaniporr
heard tue "lBoy" say se, but vo venture te say
tue "4G=adian" b as ne furtuer evideace oi tue fact.
Dees the IlBoy I say 1ev long they siay#dconverted ?
Not long aga another "Boy I Evangelist mode a
hundred and seventy-five converts in a fev vecks lu
one af aur vestern t ovs. Thc wntvement madg: à
grecat noise, and tue tovm ministe... - -'ne of tue
Il aardian's " friands among tue number, ve beliee

-got round>' scoldcd bccanso tue>' vwuld flot blIp on
the movement. The>' %zcre oppoWe ta revival-
of course the>' vere. In about a ya th Il Boy' Ile-
turned, and out cf his anc 1àundrt&ý and scveniy-five
converts foand ane in the mcmber:iip off thse church,
tva attcnding occasionally, and the tes voe novbere

Tbey could not b. fouisd vth à 9arcb.wàtrrnt It
la Just sucli statemnents as thus of thIl GuardanIl that
makes it difficult for ministeru ta keep revivalisis of a
cerain type from dolag au lafinite aumut of usisebief
la their congregatlons. The IlBoy Il announces that
lie bas converted sa many thousanda. Certain kînds
of people bilimv hlm, and dem and the piulpit for hlm.
The mninuster, for good ressons, may refuse. Ther L
a difficulty Imsnediat1ly, and perhapa a Split. Our
Methodist frienda suifer quite a much in this way as
others. _________

PASTORAL VISIT*A ION.

H OW many uInies a ye;r should a ministi visit hi4
congregation? For our part,w ve ont oeewby a

family in good standing ln the Church, without trouble
of acy kind, and needing no help, should b. vislted -%t
ail. Vjsited, however, most of them nwust b., and the
question li, boyoften? That depends. Aman who
wonIt go ta Churci b.uàould, if possible, h. vislted twice
a week--on Saturday ta ask hlmi ta attend, and early
on Monday morngtaask hlm hy h.didn's. A man
dangerously ill should be visited very often-a dying
man should. if possible, ho sem every iay, ot sornethmes
oltener. Confined invalida shauld b. segen at regualar
intervals il unable ta go ta clrîrcli. A charch-going
family la good standing, and ina ne need af special help,
should -ertaliy ho satisfied with one visit a year. A
nov or very weak congregation may noed speclal at-
tention. Other circumstances may modlfy the rule,
but certaînly an annual visit is as much as should ho
expected from a hard.votked minister. Toa much
vlsiting is vorse than toc litile, if the mini ster vho visits
toa little is a gaod preacher. No amaunt af "lcal!.
ing Il iii make up for pulpit slipshod. The people who
get the cafis vil! ho the first ta denaunce the slipshod.
There is intense selfishness and vulgarity cannected
with the demand for ince-ssant visitation. Why sbouid
any man be sa selfiali as ta demtand for himself and
faily time tuat should b. spent in preparing sermons
for the whole corigregationP Consciausneas off social
inferiority makes some peopie demand extra attention
froua ministers. They need his visits to boliter theus
up. __________

NATURAL RELIGION.

A D MI1RA 110N of nature and its beauties la net
at ail ta b. crled down. Especially in this holiday

season do people direct their minds ta the outer
world and appreciate their envîroameuits. At any
time the works of the Creator cal! forth the interest
anca the. tondering attention cf the true Chistian.
Nothing sr.arcely romains ta be sed or done in sida
direction. The poots of the last two centuries have
quite sufficiently educated people on the point. No
one nov thinks cf disputing the fact that the mare a
persan knows of God's vorks the better Le can vor.
sbip God ; and the poea's once startling assertion, that
"ean undevout astronemer is mad," is regarded as
ma.e commonplace. There is, hovever, a very dis-
tinct line ta ho drawn betveeîi admiration and vor.
slip, and the meut intelligent admirer of nature and
Its charras yull ho the lat ta accord ta thein mare
thon their ovn place.

A vriter in a recent nuniber off the Manteal IlWit.
neis, who is called in the heading IlA Philosopher,1O
and who is presumably a Christian, says .

Sabbatl merning, up carly. How cube a£d Il cau
Aviait tothe c of the deadi an aur Maouns Ra o!a mid.

nighs could hs.zcly give yen a mare reuitic ides cf the
seking silence of a Sabbath znorning in the country.

Then .your surroundinga are se sveet and beausaful as te re-
mind you farcibly of an ever-presens, ahl-vise, and bene5i.
cent Crater, in vhom ve lave and move and bave aur bigThe cloudlesa beavena aboya, the sun riaing behind tu
eauern hulls, tbt waving corn in rich abundance, thac 'tracs
clapping their haLdf.,' the profue varicty cf vild flevers,
the birds enjoying their morning teilet, and an the ving
from trce to tiec, mmdi the vindlng littie rivulet r..oin ut
our (icet, ail spolie te my inner cansciouanesa of Gad tei
Mûkez."

Tbat is very good. Tbres is no fault at ael ta ho
foumd vith it. We have mereiy quoted it lu the in.
teresis of fair play. But vhon the saine vriter, in
the very next paragrapli, permits bis theme ta run
away vith him in the following fashion, vhat are ve
ta male af him?

"Whether the doctrine cf evolution be truc er nlot, it
maires Uittie matter ; facta show tuat thera must ha an infinita,
intelligent source af lice and paver soracyhera. Evaînîson
only takes us a littie faurther bock an the cyclea af st
and cella Gori by unother came, vIlle oly hall doubsg
the doctrine af sapzratural personal preseuce TLa author
of 'the 'ev flth admitted a £teslrt M a=te, sud ail bis

disciples vho are vorthy of the reme follow hi, example la
this. An tvWollals âWd not b. cither an sgna.tlc or s
athelst.0

New, Il w'ethor t4e doctrine of evolution ha true
or net, it makes little moatter ; Ilvhat veoatject to às
the calling of God by another name. Whatt la tbnt
other name?1 Perbaps by Ilpustlog this and that ta.
gether vlow can miake out.

The author af 0 Ecce Homo *-the Gospel accvt.
Ing ta Pontius Pilate-tn hi. mev boock on *1Natural
Religion, after a meut lugubrious laùiient over tbe
lmm«ined dovafali af Christianity, nets himmei "e~
lndustrlously ta the task off cobblng up a Ilreligion
of the future. This nev crood le spedially prepaud,
In the first instance, ta suit the Ilvwaker capacity n0
those very scientific people vho have searchcd she
univeue and (band no God ln It, Includlng not ol
Agnostics, but professed Atheluts. The religion.
mirice very affectionately pats themt on the back, and
t.41ls thous they are very much mistaken ln their esti
matit cf themaclves ; that they are not rt AthmiuW
at ail; that vhat they have been rejscrting lu nothing
but a amre-a yard; that la the very negation, thé
very absence cf Deity, vhlch in the. vide range oi
their explorations they have alvays met with, is se be
found the true abject af vorship ; that tb.7 have a
God, and that God lu Nature. This "religion af the
future» Il lanly an "lexploded superstition" of the
past. Its naine is Pantheisrn. It lad ita origin in
pootic exaggeration. And s"urely the eloquent speakmr
and the Ilgloving II wlters of theu pà osent day sbould
ho very vatchful that they do net give it ay eu.
cosiragemeult ________

SA TURDA YHlA LF.HOLIDA Y.

W HILE a good many ametrylng toget up an age.
tation for the practical abolition cf the Sab.

bath as a day of rest and religions service, and for lis
transformation into a season of amusement and ru4
laxation fer the fev, and eventually ai ardinary toi! for
the many others, vith a great demi more cf visdion
and practical honeficence, are seaking ta have rt
cf the Saturday set apart for hollday-ming, and Wa
stead of trying ta increase the aggregate amount of
vork, are doing everything in their paver ta have it
permnanently lessened. If those vho, try te pose as
the friends of the vorking man vould do mare in ibis
latter directior, thcy vould show their visom ard
their henevolence in a mudli more unuaistakable nma>-
net than tboy do in that vbîcb thcy s0 generfl
adapt What is ta prevent the Saturday afternoce
holiday hoing universal, and vith positive boeutfs
ta ail parties? ln saine establishments there is no
vork done on that day alter twcive o'clock noon.
Winl any ant Say tbat in sucb Caas beomplojuf
receive leau vag., and lhe employer leua satisfmctory
service? Notoriausly the facto are ail In the opposite
direction. Once adopted, the plan is founâd ta van
lu a manner satisfactary ta all parties concerned. A
kindior feeling springsuUp l rouad. The woîàk
donc la the course cf the wcek is faund ta ho nos lest,
but, if aaiything, more. The clais cf vorkers in socb
establishments la by-and-by lmproved, for an increus-
lng number are anxiou' ta sbire in such advantaet
and employers have thereby a vider choice. If thel
find some inclined ta abuse tiie privilege, their places
can ho easily filled. Ii, tlis vay a feeling cf greater
mutual confidence lu established, and everything moves
on mare pleasantly and vith greater satisfaction. The
employer finds that it iu ta his advantage ta dcii
reasamably and liberally vitb bis Ul hande, and these,
on the other aide, are naturally mare inclined ta do
their vork cheerfully ami1 vith greater consciemulous-
mess. This Saturday hal-holiday is, ne doubt, net
everythlng, and vil! nit, cf course, act as a universl
talisman for rectifying? ibour troubles; and svcetening
the relationship betveen dlass and cas. But 15
grmay helps ln that direction. Et bas donc sa ai-
ready, and the more it la adopted the mare this viii ha
the case. Et is, in short, nat more workingr time vhich
the verld needa, but lema; not Iess rest, but more
Of cours, those vho urgue fer the amentdment, or
ratie the abolition, oi the Sabbati lavs, are careul
ta Lave it understo'îd that tht- have no desire ta in-
creas the aggregate cf human lLbour. Sucli, ho,.
ever, would ho the resuit cf success attemding their cf-
forts En fact, tue Sabbatu Iavs, evtes t0 far as th"y
are moe matters cf hum-it enadtaent, operate as a
protectionfor the poor agant the cupidity and op.
pression cf the rici. Soins Say tht the ricli have
special admstages ove nov, mmd ask wby tbe pont
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